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The  controversial  Scondras  campaign  ad  as  it  appeared  in  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Ledger  for  the  week  of  November  2. 


Afeww  Analysis 

Complications: 
Scondras,  Flynn, 
Boston  Politics 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

Copyright  ©1981,  National  Gay  News,  Inc. 

BOSTON  —  A  week  has  passed 
since  the  city  council  election  here 
and  those  people  and  publications 
who  follow  local  politics  have 
been  working  hard  to  criticize  or 
praise  campaign  strategies,  to  de¬ 
scribe  the  immediate  effects  of  the 
election  on  Boston  politics  and,  of 
course,  to  predict  the  future. 

It  should  come  as  no  surprise  to 
anyone  that  a  number  of  accusa¬ 
tions  of  naivete,  bad  judgment, 
incompetence  and  plain  old- 
fashioned  filthy  politics  were  aired 
during  the  post-mortem  examina¬ 
tions.  That’s  nothing  unusual.  But 
one  series  of  events  involving  in¬ 
cumbent  City  Councillor  Ray 
Flynn  of  South  Boston,  whose 
sweeping  victory  in  the  Nov.  3 
election  makes  him  prime  political 
material  for  the  mayor’s  office  in 
1583,  and  twelfth-place  finisher 
David  Scondras,  a  gay,  progres¬ 
sive  Fenway  area  community  acti¬ 
vist,  should  particularly  interest 
Boston’s  lesbian  and  gay  commu¬ 
nity. 

It  all  started  a  few  days  before 
the  election,  when  Scondras  began 
to  advertise  that  he  had  been  en¬ 
dorsed  by  Flynn.  One  ad,  in  the 
Boston  Ledger  published  Oct.  31 
and  dated  Nov.  2-9,  shows  a 
smiling  Ray  Flynn  shaking  hands 
with  Scondras.  At  the  top  is  a 
quotation  attributed  to  Flynn:  “I 
want  to  see  David  Scondras  get 
elected.  I  can  work  with  him.  He 
has  been  a  long-time  advocate  for 
tenants  and  the  elderly  and  has 
worked  hard  to  put  an  end  to 


arson  in  Boston.”  The  text  of  the 
ad  states  that  Scondras  “has  been 
endorsed  by  City  Councillor  Ray 
Flynn.” 

What  happened  next  is  a  matter 
of  dispute.  An  article  by  Tom 
Sheehan  in  the  Nov.  10  issue  of 
the  Boston  Phoenix  says  that 
“Flynn  now  claims  he  never 
okayed  the  ad,  never  authorized 
use  of  the  picture  to  promote 
Scondras,  and  never  said  much  of 
the  quote,  the  part  about  wanting 
to  see  Scondras  get  elected  and 
working  with  him.” 

On  Oct.  30,  the  Phoenix  ac¬ 
count  continues,  just  four  days 
before  the  election,  Flynn 
recorded  a  radio  spot  to  be  aired 
the  next  day  during  WROR’s  Irish 
Hour.  In  that  spot  Flynn  stated 
without  mentioning  Scondras’ 
name  that  he  had  not  endorsed 
any  candidates  in  the  election,  but 
that  he  was  endorsing  the  non¬ 
binding  referendum  question  re¬ 
questing  the  President  to  “do  all 
in  his  power  to  effect  the  with¬ 
drawal  of  English  military  forces 
in  Northern  Ireland.” 

Scondras  admits  he  has  no  writ¬ 
ten  statement  from  Flynn,  but 
says  he  brought  Flynn  the 
statement  and  picture  featured  in 
the  Ledger  ad  about  a  week  before 
the  election  and  asked  for  his 
approval.  According  to  Scondras, 
Flynn  was  about  to  leave  his  office 
but  hurriedly  read  the  statement 
and  said  “I  have  no  trouble  with 
that.” 

If  this  is  true  —  and  indeed,  it  is 
Continued  on  page  6 


Wisconsin  House  Passes 
Gay  Rights  Legislation 


By  Scott  Brookie 

MADISON,  WI  —  A  bill  which 
prohibits  discrimination  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  orientation  has 
been  passed  by  one  chamber  of 
the  Wisconsin  state  legislature  and 
supporters  of  the  bill  are  optimis¬ 
tic  that  it  will  pass  the  other  cham¬ 
ber  early  next  year. 

The  bill,  sponsored  by  Rep. 
David  Clarenbach  (D-Madison) 
passed  the  Wisconsin  State  As¬ 
sembly  on  Oct.  23  by  a  vote  of  50 
to  46. 

“We  confronted  the  alleged 
strengths  of  the  Moral  Majority 
on  their  own  terms,”  Clarenbach 
told  GCN.  “We  defined  the  issue 
not  as  a  religious  or  a  moral  one 
but  really  a  question  of  human 
rights.” 

Clarenbach  attributed  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  the  bill  in  large  part  to 
strong  support  from  various  reli¬ 
gious  organizations.  Among  those 
endorsing  the  measure,  according 
to  Clarenbach,  were  Catholic 
Archbishop  Weakland  of 
Milwaukee,  bishops  of  the  United 
Methodist,  Lutheran  and  Episco¬ 
pal  churches,  the  president  of  the 
United  Church  of  Christ  and  the 
American  Baptist  Church.  Other 
reports  also  indicated  support 
from  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church. 


“We  approached  it  from  the 
perspective  that  to  oppose  these 
anti-discrimination  proposals 
would  be  to  condone  bigotry,” 
commented  Clarenbach. 

The  bill,  AB  70,  prohibits  dis¬ 
crimination  in  employment,  hous¬ 
ing,  and  public  accommodations 
in  both  the  public  and  private  sec¬ 
tors.  It  also  bans  discrimination 
by  any  contractor  doing  business 
with  the  state  of  Wisconsin.  If 
passed,  the  bill  would  be  the  first 
law  in  any  state  prohibiting  anti¬ 
gay  discrimination. 

The  issue  will  be  taken  up  by  the 
state  senate  when  it  reconvenes 
early  next  year.  The  senate  is  tra¬ 
ditionally  the  more  progressive  of 
the  two  legislative  bodies,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Clarenbach.  “I  can 
count  14  out  of  17  [votes  needed 
for  passage  in  the  senate]  on  this 
question,”  Clarenbach  told  GCN. 
“We  didn’t  pull  anything  over  on 
the  Assembly,”  he  added.  “They 
knew  what  they  were  voting  on. 
The  issues  were  clear,  the  sides 
were  drawn,  and  we  won.” 

Clarenbach  has  introduced  the 
measure  in  two  previous  sessions 
of  the  Assembly,  but  it  did  not  get 
out  of  committee.  An  attempt  to 
decriminalize  sex  between  con¬ 
senting  adults  was  also  recently 
defeated. 


Barbara  Lightner  of  The 
United,  a  gay  and  lesbian  social 
change  and  service  organization, 
told  GCN  that  passage  of  the  bill 
had  created  a  “great  spirit  of 
buoyancy”  in  Wisconsin. 
“Therapists  were  giving  us  the 
information  that  they’d  never  seen 
so  many  people  going  back  in  the 
closet,”  she  commented.  “Now 
with  the  passage  of  this  bill  even  in 
the  one  house,  there  seems  to  be  a 
regeneration  of  strength.” 

Lightner  added  that  she  is 
pleased  with  this  trend  in  Wiscon¬ 
sin  politics,  saying,  “We  have  two 
traditions  in  Wisconsin,  the 
progressive  tradition  and  the 
McCarthy  tradition.  .  .  .  There 
has  been  an  attempt  to  revitalize 
that  McCarthy  tradition  of  fear 
and  intimidation,  particularly 
when  any  sort  of  gay  issues  come 
up.  It  didn’t  catch  fire,  which  is 
remarkable  —  remarkably  won¬ 
derful.” 

Clarenbach  concurred.  “It  has 
to  serve  as  an  inspiration  for 
organizers  everywhere  that  even  in 
a  midwestern,  rural,  quasi-con¬ 
servative  state  like  Wisconsin,  we 
can  get  the  Assembly  to  endorse 
the  concept  of  equal  rights  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men,”  he  told 
GCN. 

—filed  from  Boston 


Brutal  Murders  Shock 
Australian  Gay  Community 


By  Jil  Clark 

SYDNEY,  Australia  —  In  the 
wake  of  the  brutal  murders  of  two 
gay  men  here,  detectives  are 
searching  for  a  killer  or  killers  who 
are  conducting  a  vendetta  against 
gays. 

News  of  the  second  fatal 
stabbing  in  three  days  has  “abso¬ 
lutely  terrified”  the  gay  male  com¬ 
munity,  according  to  entertainer 
Trixie  Lamont. 

Mike  Glynn,  editor  of  the  Syd¬ 
ney  Star,  a  gay  newspaper,  said, 
“We  are  warning  people  not  to  go 
home  with  strangers  until  this 
thing  is  over.” 

“Such  violence  is  most  unusual 
here,”  activist  Ashley  Roberts  told 
GCN.  “I  know  I’ve  read  about  all 
the  murders  of  gay  men  in  Boston 
and  the  rest  of  the  United  States, 
but  never  before  in  this  cou^'-y.” 

Roberts  and  other  activists  sus¬ 
pect  that  the  murders  may  be  con¬ 
nected  with  the  recent  screening  of 
the  anti-gay  film  “Cruising” 
aboard  a  US  warship  in  port  here, 
according  to  Ken  Davis  of  the  Gay 
Solidarity  Group  in  Sydney.  “US 
Marines  [from  the  ships]  have 
been  flocking  to  Sydney’s  night 
spots,  both  gay  and  straight,”  said 
Davis. 

Police  began  inquiries  on  board 
the  USS  Denver  shortly  after  the 
murders,  but  the  ships  left  soon 
after  the  investigation  began,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Glynn.  Detectives  in  the 
case  said,  however,  that  they 
found  nothing  at  all  to  link  the 
murders  with  the  US  ships. 

One  detective  commented  to  the 
press,  “It  is  hardly  likely  an  Amer¬ 
ican  who  did  not  know  Sydney 
would  drive  [inland]  to  Burwood 
[the  park  where  the  second  vic¬ 
tim’s  car  was  found]  when  his  ship 


would  have  been  within  walking 
distance.” 

The  body  of  Gerald  Cuthbert,  a 
27-year-old  visitor  from  New  Zea¬ 
land,  was  discovered  by  his  hosts 
when  they  returned  to  their  Pad¬ 
dington  Terrace  house  on  Sunday, 
October  17.  Cuthbert,  found 
naked  and  lying  face  down  on  the 
floor,  had  been  stabbed  64  times 
and  had  had  his  throat  slit. 

Peter  John  Parkes,  a  41 -year- 
old  school  teacher  and  gay  activist, 
was  found  dead  in  his  King’s  Cross 
apartment  with  eight  stab  wounds 
to  his  body.  Police  found  the  body 
lying  face  up  on  the  bedroom  floor 
dressed  only  in  underpants  and 
covered  with  a  sheet.  The  bed  was 
bloodstained  and  detectives  think 
Parkes  rolled  onto  the  floor  after 
being  stabbed. 

Both  bodies  showed  signs  of 
sexual  activity  before  death.  Both 
victims  had  been  bound  hand  and 
foot.  Both  had  frequented  Oxford 
Street  gay  bars. 

The  Sydney  Daily  Telegraph 
reports  that  the  police  think  that 
Parkes  “could  have  been  bound 
and  tied  as  part  of  a  homosexual 
deviation.” 

Homicide  detectives  have  inter¬ 
viewed  hundreds  of  men  in  coffee 
lounges,  bars,  and  other  night 
spots,  Davis  said.  “Initial  fears 
that  these  investigations  would  be¬ 
come  anti-gay  witchhunts  have  not 
been  substantiated,”  he  added. 
“As  well,  the  press  has  by  and 
large  been  able  to  distinguish 
between  a  gay  killer  and  a  psycho¬ 
path  that  kills  homosexuals.” 

Gay  activists  here  are  con¬ 
cerned  that  Fred  Nile,  a  leader  of 
the  right-wing  Christian  Festival 
of  Light  organization,  might 
sensationalize  the  murders.  Davis 


fears  that  Nile  will  attempt  to 
portray  “these  acts  of  extreme 
anti-homosexual  hatred... as  the 
excesses  of  deviant  sex.” 

Nile,  recently  elected  to  the  New 
South  Wales  Upper  House,  is 
leading  the  campaign  to  maintain 
the  state’s  anti-homosexual  laws. 
However,  Parliament,  which  is 
currently  dominated  by  the  Labor 
Party,  is  expected  to  vote  this 
month  in  favor  of  repealing  the 
buggery  laws. 

Davis  said,  “Spokespeople  for 
the  gay  movement  have  been  able 
to  explain  the  need  for  legal  equal¬ 
ity  when  commenting  in  the  media 
about  the  murders.” 

Detective  Sergeant  John  Mc¬ 
Gregor,  who  is  leading  the 
investigation  of  wh.at  police  have 
dubbed  the  “gay  blade”  killings, 
said  the  room  in  which  Parkes’ 
body  was  found  either  had  been 
ransacked  oY  had  been  the  scene  of 
a  violent  struggle.  Glasses  and 
records  had  been  knocked  from  a 
table  and  strewn  on  the  floor.  A 
televison  set  and  a  carving  knife 
were  missing  from  the  apartment. 

Parkes’  1978  Toyota  Corolla 
was  later  found  abandoned  near  a 
pond  in  Burwood  Park.  Police 
divers  found  the  keys  to  the  car  on 
October  22  and  the  pond  has  since 
been  drained  in  search  of  the  mis¬ 
sing  murder  weapon. 

According  to  police,  the  best 
lead  they  have  is  that  a  “well-built 
man  about  20  years  old”  was  seen 
leaving  Parkes’  flat  at  7:00  am  on 
the  morning  Parkes  was  found 
dead.  Medical  examinations  indi¬ 
cate  that  Parkes  could  have  died 
shortly  before  that  time. 

—filed  from  Boston 
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News  Notes - 

quote  of  the  week 

“First  and  foremost,  there  is  the  myth  common  in 
the  media  that  the  capture  of  the  Nyack  robbers  some¬ 
how  demonstrates  that  the  visions  of  the  1960s  are 
finished.  Insofar  as  the  1960s  do  represent  visions  — 
a  set  of  beliefs  and  methods  of  action  —  the  Nyack  af¬ 
fair  marks  nothing  of  the  sort.  The  1960s  were  not  all 
that  violent,  in  fact;  only  in  a  few  isolated  moments 
did  the  accumulated  frustrations  of  that  decade  break 
out  into  overt  violence.  Those  who  wish  to  equate  Six¬ 
ties  politics  with  violence  are  as  wrongheaded  as 
those  who  for  other  reasons  simply  equate  it  with 
drugs,  rock  music  or  loose  sex. 

"The  Sixties  were  more,  much  more  than  any  of 
those  things.  They  represented  a  fundamental  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  reverence  for  competition  and  authority, 
racism  and  masculine  dominance,  profit-making  and 
inequality,  which  led  us  to  worldwide  empire,  corpor¬ 
ate  greed,  the  oppression  of  peoples  at  home  and 
abroad  and  the  war  in  Vietnam.  What  they  posited  in¬ 
stead  was  a  return  to  some  very  traditional  American 
values  —  compassion,  justice,  equality,  self-reliance, 
participatory  democracy  —  and  a  new  commitment  to 
visionary  social  concepts  —  feminism,  environ¬ 
mentalism,  cooperative  living  and  holism.” 

—  Kirkpatrick  Sales  in  an  essay  entitled  “Terrorism” 
in  the  November  4  to  11  issue  of  the  San  Francisco 
Bay  Guardian. 


illegitimate  defense 

RIO  DE  JANEIRO  —  A  Brazilian  man  whose  de¬ 
fense  lawyers  claim  he  killed  his  female  lover  “in  legit¬ 
imate  defense  of  his  honor”  has  been  convicted  by  an 
appeals  court  and  sentenced  to  15  years  imprison¬ 
ment,  according  to  a  report  in  the  New  York  Times. 

The  case  had  sparked  unprecedented  protest  by 
Brazilian  feminists  when  Doca  Street,  “a  47-year-old 
Sao  Paulo  playboy,”  was  found  innocent  of  the  char¬ 
ges.  Street  claimed  that  he  killed  Angela  Diniz  when 
she  asked  for  an  end  to  their  romance  because  she 
wanted  the  freedom  to  have  relations  with  women  and 
other  men. 

A  rash  of  similar  crimes  since  then  had  focused 
national  attention  on  the  case,  and  this  year  an  ap¬ 
peals  court  ordered  a  new  trial,  ruling  that  the  first 
trial  had  ignored  important  evidence.  A  study  con¬ 
ducted  by  Brazilian  feminists,  introduced  into  evi¬ 
dence  at  the  new  trial,  claims  that  in  the  period  follow¬ 
ing  Street’s  exoneration,  772  women  in  Sao  Paulo 
alone  were  killed  by  male  companions  who  claimed 
“legitimate  defense  of  honor”  as  a  justification. 

Several  thousand  women  gathered  outside  the 
courthouse  during  the  trial  to  protest  the  policies  of 
the  Brazilian  courts. 

“If  Brazilian  women  decided  to  kill  all  the  hus¬ 
bands  who  were  unfaithful  it  would  probably  mean  the 
end  of  the  species,”  declared  Moema  Toscano,  a  Bra¬ 
zilian  sociologist.  She  said  the  second  trial  revealed 
the  first  one  to  be  a  “farce,”  but  warned  that  it  did  not 
mean  the  end  of  the  “mentality.” 


solidarity  in  drag 

PITTSBURGH  —  Female  impersonators  are  or¬ 
ganizing  here,  according  to  Out,  a  local  lesbian  and 
gay  newspaper. 

The  new  organization  is  called  the  Pittsburgh 
Academy  of  Female  Impersonators.  Its  goals,  accor¬ 
ding  to  one  organizer,  local  entertainer  Dawn  Mont¬ 
gomery,  are  to  provide  entertainment  for  the  commu¬ 
nity  and  for  members,  to  establish  dinner-theater-type 
entertainment  to  offer  to  gay  bars  and  clubs  and  to 
provide  training  for  new  entertainers  in  the  field, 
among  other  objectives. 


a  new  kind  of  crisis 

PARIS  —  One  hundred  fifty-six  gay  male  prison¬ 
ers  incarcerated  under  age-of-consent  and  public  de¬ 
cency  laws  especially  directed  against  homosexuals 
have  been  granted  amnesty  by  the  socialist  govern¬ 
ment  of  Francois  Mitterand,  according  to  The  Body 
Politic. 

The  last  of  these  discriminatory  sections  of  the 
criminal  code  are  likely  to  be  repealed  in  the  current 
legislative  session. 

Another  reform  instituted  by  the  relatively  new 
government  is  the  disbanding  of  the  so-called  “homo 
squad”  of  the  National  Police.  The  move  to  disband 
was  taken  on  June  11.  In  addition,  any  discrimination 
on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation  in  the  course  of  any 
investigation  has  been  described  as  unacceptable  in 
a  directive  from  the  minister  of  state  to  the  general 
director  of  the  National  Police. 

The  new  reforms  have  deprived  the  French  gay 
movement  of  several  issues  around  which  to  organ¬ 
ize,  provoking  what  The  Body  Politic  calls  “a  new  kind 
of  crisis.”  With  primary  demands  for  law  reform  and 
an  end  to  police  harassment  now  met,  gay  men  and 
lesbians  attending  a  five-day  conference  in  Marseilles 
late  in  July  were  unable  to  determine  a  new  direction 
for  the  movement.  Much  of  the  conference  reportedly 
focused  on  the  role  of  lesbians  in  a  movement  domi¬ 
nated  by  gay  men  and  on  the  need  for  mixed  organiza¬ 
tions. 


courageous  acts 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Gay  Rights  National  Lob¬ 
by  (GRNL)  reports  that  despite  a  swing  to  the  right  in 
the  U.S.  Senate,  Sentate  Bill  1708,  which  would  pro¬ 
hibit  discrimination  in  employment  on  the  basis  of 
sexual  orientation,  has  three  new  sponsors  this  year. 

Introduced  again  this  session  by  Senator  Paul 
Tsongas  (D-MA),  the  bill  has  gained  the  sponsorship 
of  Senators  Ted  Kennedy  (D-MA),  Alan  Cranston 
(D-CA),  and  Daniel  Inouye(D-HI).  In  previous  sessions, 
S.  1708  had  been  co-sponsored  by  Tsongas  and 
Senators  Lowell  Weicker  (R-CT),  Robert  Packwood 
(R-OR),  and  Daniel  Patrick  Moynihan  (D-NY). 

GRNL  Regional  Field  Director  Kerry  Woodward 
points  out  that  Weicker,  Kennedy  and  Moynihan  could 
face  difficult  reelection  campaigns  and  their  sponsor¬ 
ship  of  S.  1708  could  be  used  against  them.  Wood¬ 
ward  urges  lesbians  and  gay  men  to  remember  the 
“political  courageous  acts”  of  the  co-sponsors  at 
election  time. 

GRNL  Director  Steve  Endean  expects  no  hear¬ 
ings  on  the  bill  because  hostile  committee  chairs 
could  be  expected  to  stack  the  hearings  with  negative 
testimony. 


running  around 

SEATTLE,  WA  —  The  mayor  of  this  city  has  ap¬ 
pointed  a  liaison  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  community, 
reports  Seattle  Gay  News. 

As  special  assistant  to  Mayor  Charles  Royer,  liai¬ 
son  Joann  Harris  will  coordinate  policy  between  the 
mayor’s  office  and  the  Departments  of  Human  Rights 
and  Administrative  Services  and  the  Office  of 
Women’s  Rights  (OWR).  According  to  Harris,  the 
OWR,  under  whose  mandate  the  city’s  law  banning 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation  is  in¬ 
cluded,  will  continue  to  provide  “direct  services”  to 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community.  She  sees  her  position 
as  an  additional  resource. 

Hugh  Spitzer,  legal  counsel  in  the  previous  may¬ 
or’s  administration,  served  also  as  liaison  to  the  com¬ 
munity  until  August  of  this  year,  when  he  left  city  gov¬ 
ernment. 

Harris,  who  is  a  lawyer,  has  extensive  experience 
in  working  with  the  city  bureaucracy  and  her  experi¬ 
ence,  she  says,  will  be  an  asset.  “I  can  do  the  running 
around  to  deal  with  the  problems,”  she  commented. 

Harris  says  she  will  spread  the  word  to  the  com¬ 
munity  about  the  services  she  can  offer  after  she  has 
recuperated  from  injuries  she  sustained  in  an  automo- 
blile  accident  shortly  after  her  appointment. 


twelve  years 

BOSTON  —  A  Suffolk  County  Superior  Court 
judge  has  sentenced  a  23-year-old  man  to  12  years  in 
prison  for  raping  two  boys. 

The  Boston  Herald-American  reports  that  Judge 
Paul  G.  Garrity  on  November  2  ordered  James  O’Neill 
of  Charlestown  incarcerated  in  Walpole,  the  state’s 
maximum  security  prison,  for  the  1978  assault  on  the 
two  residents  of  a  Fall  River,  Massachusetts,  orphan¬ 
age. 

The  boys,  aged  11  and  12,  had  come  to  Boston 
with  eight  other  children  and  a  counselor  to  attend  a 
baseball  game.  The  two  left  the  ball  park  to  visit  the 
mother  of  one  of  the  boys  but  instead  spent  several 
hours  lost  wandering  the  streets  of  Boston.  They  met 
O’Neill  in  Charlestown,  a  Boston  suburb.  O’Neill 
reportedly  told  them  they  could  spend  the  night  in  the 
laundry  room  of  a  nearby  housing  project,  where  for 
an  hour  he  raped  them  and  forced  them  to  have  sex 
with  each  other. 


dark  scrunity 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  New  Right  Report,  a 
publication  of  Viguerie  Communications,  has  pub¬ 
lished  the  results  of  a  study  ranking  200  U.S.  corpora¬ 
tions  by  their  contributions  to  federal  election  cam¬ 
paigns. 

Conducted  by  the  Free  Congress  Foundation  of 
Washington,  the  study  lists  the  total  campaign  contri¬ 
butions  each  corporation  reported  making  in  1979  and 
1980  and  the  percentages  of  the  total  going  to  liberal 
and  conservative  candidates. 

“Readers  should  use  this  information,”  the  Re¬ 
port  advises,  “to  evaluate  the  respective  organiza¬ 
tions.  Corporations  which  regularly  support  a  high 
percentage  of  liberals  should  be  exposed  to  the  light 
of  public  scrutiny.” 

Blue  Bell  Inc.,  Eastman  Kodak  Co.,  Getty  Oil 
Company  and  UTAH  International  Inc.,  with  a  total  of 
over  $160,000  to  federal  races  in  the  two-year  period, 
were  given  100  percent  conservative  ratings. 

Coors  Industries  and  Marriott  Corporation,  both 
of  which  are  currently  the  subject  of  lesbian  and  gay 
boycotts,  received  ratings  of  96  percent  and  93  per¬ 
cent  respectively. 

The  results  of  a  similar  study  of  non-profit  organi¬ 
zations  will  appear  in  a  future  issue  of  the  Report. 


harassment-harassment 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  municipal  court  judge  has 
dismissed  charges  against  eight  men  arrested  here 
recently  on  gambling  charges  for  their  part  in  a  gay 
fundraising  event  which  featured  slot  machines  and 
gaming  boards. 

According  to  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Report¬ 
er,  Judge  Dorothy  Von  Beroldingen  dismissed  the 
charges  at  an  October  26  hearing  after  a  deputy  dis¬ 
trict  attorney  moved  for  dismissal. 

The  charges  stem  from  a  raid  staged  on  October 
4  against  Circus-Circus,  a  fundraising  event  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Tavern  Guild,  an  organization  of  lesbian 
and  gay  bars  in  San  Francisco,  every  year  for  the  past 
ten  years  (see  GCN,  Vol.  9,  No.  15).  The  event  has 
raised  between  $12,000  and  $20,000  in  past  years, 
which  has  been  distributed  to  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  organizations. 

Defense  attorney  Tom  Horn  says  the  next  step  is 
to  retrieve  the  slot  machines  and  other  gaming  devic¬ 
es  and  the  $3,000  seized  during  the  raid. 

The  San  Francisco  Police  Department  has  been 
charged  with  discriminatory  enforcement  of  the  law  in 
raiding  the  gay  event,  since  gambling  is  used  fre¬ 
quently  by  other  groups  as  a  means  of  raising  money 
but  the  events  sponsored  by  other  groups  are  not  raid¬ 
ed. 

“We  dismissed  the  case  in  the  interest  of 
justice,”  explained  District  Attorney  Arlo  Smith. 


couldn’t  find  any  mountains 

FULLERTON,  CA  —  Citing  “job  burnout,”  anti¬ 
gay  California  state  Senator  John  V.  Briggs 
(R-Fullerton)  announced  on  Nov.  2  that  he  will  soon 
resign. 

Briggs  lent  his  name  to  and  campaigned  for  a 
1978  California  ballot  initiative  that  would  have  enabl¬ 
ed  state  school  districts  to  fire  teachers  who  were  gay 
or  who  voiced  support  for  gay  rights.  The  Briggs  In¬ 
itiative,  Proposition  Six,  was  rejected  by  a  two-to-one 
margin. 

Proposition  Six  attracted  criticism  from  a  wide 
range  of  California  politicians,  including  Governor  Ed¬ 
mund  Brown,  then-President  Gerald  Ford  and  private 
citizen  Ronald  Reagan,  who  warned  that  if  the  propo¬ 
sition  became  law  it  would  invite  abusive  invasions  of 
privacy. 

The  Briggs  Initiative  was  the  first  in  a  series  of 

losing  political  battles  the  conservative  Orange  Cour* 

ty  republican  has  waged  since  1978. 

The  Los  Angeles  Times  quoted  Briggs  as  telling 
reporters,  “I  just  feel  that  all  the  battles  I’ve  been 

fighting  are  concluded _ I  carried  no  bills  last  year. 

No  resolutions.  I  couldn’t  find  any  mountains  to 
climb.” 


ridiculous  crusade 

DES  MOINES,  IA  — An  Iowa  state  representative 
has  resigned  from  a  legislative  committee  on  educa¬ 
tion  to  protest  the  committee  chair’s  use  of  hearings 
as  a  forum  for  gay-baiting  attacks  on  the  state  school 
system. 

According  to  the  Des  Moines  Register,  State 
Representative  Richard  Groth,  a  school  counselor, 
said  in  his  letter  of  resignation  that  he  objected  to  the 
use  of  the  committee  by  Representative  Karen  Mann 
as  “a  soapbox  from  which  to  carry  on  a  ridiculous  cru¬ 
sade  against  what  she  perceives  as  the  evils  of  our 
public  education  system.” 

Groth  resigned  the  day  after  Mann  charged  dur¬ 
ing  a  committee  meeting  that  the  Grant  Wood  Area 
Education  Agency  in  Cedar  Rapids  had  distributed 
material  implying  that  Jesus  and  his  disciple  John 
were  lovers. 

Mann’s  charges  stem  from  the  agency’s  distribu¬ 
tion  to  schools  of  a  packet  of  material  which  includes 
a  workshop  questionnaire  on  attitudes  toward  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  a  Newsweek  review  of  Christianity,  So¬ 
cial  Tolerance  and  Homosexuality  by  John  Boswell. 


delaying  the  inevitable 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  nomination  of  anti¬ 
abortion  homophobe  C.  Everett  Koop  as  U.S.  surgeon 
general  has  been  delayed  because  of  a  “hold"  placed 
on  his  nomination  by  a  senator. 

The  New  York  Times  reports  that  Senator 
Charles  Mathias  (R-MD)  asked  for  the  delay  because 
he  wanted  to  learn  more  about  Koop’s  record  and  poli¬ 
cies,  “especially  on  the  wider  issues  of  public 
health.” 

Koop’s  opponents  have  pointed  out  that,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  stands  against  lesbian  and  gay  rights  and 
abortion,  the  doctor  has  no  experience  in  public 
health  and  is  over  the  legal  age  limit  for  the  position. 
The  Senate  Labor  and  Human  Resources  Committee 
has  nevertheless  approved  his  nomination  by  a  vote  of 
11  to  five. 

Koop  told  senators  at  committee  hearings  that 
he  would  not  use  his  office  to  promote  his  views  on 
abortion. 
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Lesbian  Nurse  Fired  from  Catholic  Home 


By  Jil  Clark 

MANKATO,  MN  —  “I  think 
it’s  ironic  that  an  institution  of 
loving  women  would  fire  me  for 
loving  women.” 

Rita  Halbur  has  been  fired  from 
her  nurse’s  aide  position  at  a  re¬ 
tirement  home  for  the  School  Sis¬ 
ters  of  Notre  Dame  because,  she 
alleges,  her  superiors  learned  that 
she  is  a  lesbian. 

Halbur,  who  had  earned  an 
‘‘excellent”  job  record  during  the 
two  and  a  half  years  she  worked  at 
Good  Counsel  Health  Care  Cen¬ 
ter,  maintains  that  her  employer, 
Sister  Mary  Martin  Tobias,  told 
her  that  the  institution  could  not 
risk  being  associated  with  lesbians. 

“Sister  Mary  Martin  told  me 
that  if  the  mothers  of  some  of  the 
high  school  girls  that  work  up 
there  found  out,  they  wouldn’t  let 
their  daughters  work  there  any 
more.... But  I  think  they  [the 
nuns]  are  afraid  of  being  accused 
of  being  lesbians  themselves. 

“The  official  reason  [she  gave 
for  firing  me],  though,  is  that 
homosexuality  is  against  church 
philosophy.” 

Halbur  cannot  sue  to  regain  her 
job  because  discrimination  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  preference  is  not 
prohibited  in  this  city  of  40,000, 
90  miles  south  of  St.  Paul. 

GCN  asked  Tobias  whether 
Halbur  was  fired  because  she  is  a 


lesbian.  Tobias  responded,  “It’s 
not  that  simple.”  Tobias  added 
that  Halbur  has  “blown  this  way 
out  of  proportion”  by  sending 
press  releases  about  the  firing  to 
the  local  media. 

“It  was  a  complete  surprise  that 
she  reacted  that  way  because  it 
wasn’t  that  way  when  she  left,” 
Tobias  said. 

Halbur  returned  from  summer 
vacation  on  September  12  to  dis¬ 
cover  her  time  card  missing.  She 
proceeded  to  Tobias’  office,  where 
the  nun  fired  her  with  two  weeks 
notice.  According  to  Halbur, 
when  she  demanded  to  know  why, 
Tobias  responded,  “Can’t  you 
guess?” 

“I  said  1  couldn’t  guess,”  said 
Halbur,  “and  she  said  only,  ‘Try.’ 
Not  until  our  second  meeting  did 
the  word  actually  come  out  of  her 
lips  —  not  ‘lesbian,’  but  ‘homo¬ 
sexual.’  ” 

In  that  second  meeting,  Halbur 
said,  Tobias  and  Sister  Mary 
Roman  Adams  informed  Halbur 
that  homosexuality  is  contra¬ 
dictory  to  Church  philosophy  and 
that  the  Christian  god  had  in¬ 
tended  men  and  women  to  pro¬ 
create. 

Halbur  said  she  responded,  “I 
am  fully  capable  of  procreating  if  1 
so  choose. .  .Besides,  there’s.more 
to  life  than  having  babies. . . .  Lots 
of  good  Christians  don’t  have 


children.  You  certainly  don’t 
intend  to  procreate,  do  you?” 

After  word  got  around  that 
Halbur  had  been  fired,  a  licensed 
nurse  quit  and  another  worker 
wrote  a  letter  criticizing  the  firing. 
“I  got  lots  of  support  from  some 
of  the  elderly  nuns  I  had  cared 
for,”  said  Halbur,  “but  once  it  got 
into  the  papers  [my  co-workers] 
quieted  down.” 

Cindy  Scott,  co-chair  of  the 
Catholic  Pastoral  Committee  on 
Sexual  Minorities  in  St.  Paul,  an 
organization  which  is  investigating 
the  firing,  said  that  if  Tobias  did 
fire  Halbur  because  she  is  a  les¬ 
bian,  she  did  not  act  in  accordance 
with  the  teaching  of  the  Catholic 
Church.. 

Scott  said  she  could  not  com¬ 
ment  about  this  particular  case 
until  she  has  talked  with  the  nuns 
at  Good  Counsel,  but  she  added, 
“My  feeling  is  there  is  a  lot  of 
ignorance  about  church  teaching. 
The  Church’s  teaching  on  human 
rights  is  unequivocal:  no  discrimi¬ 
nation.  Human  dignity  is  present 
no  matter  what.  That  includes  the 
right  to  work,  to  housing,  etc.” 

Scott  continued,  “Church 
teaching  doesn’t  condemn  homo¬ 
sexuals  to  hell.  That’s  a  popular 
misconception.  Homosexual  ori¬ 
entation  is  considered  a  fact  of 
life.  The  Church  judges  the 
activity  as  wrong,  but  the  person  is 
not  immoral.” 


Gay  Deputy  Sheriff 
Sues  Police  Department 


By  Carter  Wilson 

MONTEREY,  CA  —  Monterey 
County  Deputy  Sheriff  Don 
Tombe  is  suing  the  city  of  Mon¬ 
terey  for  violation  of  his  civil 
rights. 

In  a  suit  filed  November  5,  the 
peace  officer  claims  Monterey 
police  failed  to  arrest  two  sailors 
who  attacked  him  and  another 
man  outside  a  bar  last  January.  Mr 
Tombe  is  gay. 

Deputy  Tombe,  26,  also  alleges 
that  Monterey  police  refused  to 
call  an  ambulance  for  him  the 
night  of  the  incident  and  refused  to 
interview  witnesses,  first  at  the  bar 
and  subsequently  when  Tombe 
brought  them  to  police  head¬ 
quarters. 

The  County  District  Attorney 
did  prosecute  the  two  sailors  in 
July,  but  the  criminal  trial  resulted 
in  a  jury  deadlock  due,  Tombe 
believes,  to  a  lack  of  witnesses. 

The  deputy  sheriff’s  nine-page 
civil  suit  against  this  historic  resort 
city  seeks  $75,000  in  actual 
damages,  $1  million  in  punitive 
damages  from  police  officers  and 

In  Cincinnati 


$135,000  from  the  sailors  who  alle¬ 
gedly  beat  him  up. 

According  to  Tombe,  he  and 
another  person  were  set  upon  by 
three  men  as  they  were  leaving 
Monterey’s  only  gay  bar  in  Janu¬ 
ary.  In  the  fracas  Tombe’s  jaw  was 
shattered,  but  he  gave  chase  and 
arrested  two  of  his  attackers. 
When  city  police  arrived  on  the 
scene,  the  sailors  told  them  the 
deputy  was  a  “faggot”  and  called 
him  a  “cocksucker.”  The  Mon¬ 
terey  officers  then  refused  to  make 
an  arrest. 

Tombe  recognizes  that  his  civil 
suit  may  have  a  damaging  effect 
on  his  law  enforcement  career.  “I 
know  police  officers  don’t  usually 
sue  police  agencies,”  he  told  re¬ 
porters  Thursday,  “but  I  had  to  do 
it.  The  actions  of  the  Monterey 
police  have  essentially  told  people 
it’s  all  right  to  beat  up  queers.” 

The  deputy  does  not  know 
whether  the  district  attorney  plans 
to  follow  up  the  criminal  case 
against  the  two  sailors.  “When  I 
asked,”  Tombe  says,  “the  DA’s 
office  told  me  my  file  was  missing. 


I  suppose  I’ll  have  to  go  over  and 
get  out  the  court  record  myself.” 

Asked  why  he  is  pursuing  the 
matter,  Tombe  notes  that  he  has 
been  advised  repeatedly  to  “just 
forget  it.”  But  he  says,  “You 
know,  when  they  break  your  jaw, 
that’s  a  hard  thing  to  forget.” 

Though  the  city’s  police  depart¬ 
ment  refuses  comment  because  the 
Tombe  suit  is  in  litigation, 
Assistant  Police  Chief  Ed  Sutton 
has  said,  “We  have  many  gays 
down  here  and  we  feel  they’re  part 
of  the  community  just  like  every¬ 
body  else.” 


Scott  said  the  committee,  which 
is  comprised  of  priests,  nuns  and 
parents  of  gay  men  and  lesbians, 
cannot  force  Good  Counsel  to  re¬ 
hire  Halbur.  “Our  function  is 
purely  educational,”  she  said. 

GCN  asked  Scott  whether  she 
thinks  nuns  are  particularly  wary 
of  being  associated  with  lesbians 
because  convents  have  for  cen¬ 
turies  been  regarded  as  havens  for 
lesbians.  “1  can’t  really  comment 
on  that,”  she  answered.  “Any¬ 
body  is  afraid  to  be  for  gay  rights 
because  they  are  going  to  be 
identified  as  gay.  And,  yes,  there  is 
an  historical  association  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  with  orders  of  nuns  and 
priests.” 

In  response  to  the  same  ques¬ 
tion,  Tobias  said,  “No,  that  isn’t  a 
concern.  I’ve  been  in  the  com¬ 
munity  for  six  years  and  there 
aren’t  any  lesbians.” 

While  the  Mankato  media  have 
had  easy  access  to  quotes  from 
Halbur  about  her  firing,  they  have 
gleaned  little  more  than  “no  com¬ 
ments”  from  Tobias.  As  a  result, 
rightly  or  wrongly,  many  residents 
believe  that  Halbur  was  found 
unfit  to  work  at  Good  Counsel 
because  she  is  a  lesbian.  GCN 
asked  Tobias  whether,  given  this 
fact,  she  thinks  she  is  sending  a 
harmful  message  to  the  lesbian 
nuns  of  whom  she  is  unaware.  “If 
I  could  talk  with  them  I  think 
they’d  understand  the  situation 
here.  They’d  be  very  under¬ 
standing  if  they  knew  the  whole 
picture,”  she  said. 

Halbur  occasionally  speaks  to 
classes  at  the  university  about 
homosexuality.  She  said  that  many 
nuns  at  Good  Counsel  knew  this 
and  “deliberately  didn’t  say  any¬ 
thing  to  Sister  Mary  Martin.  1 
don’t  know  who  finally  reported 
to  her.” 

A  lesbian  and  gay  male  rights 
addendum  to  Mankato’s  civil 
rights  ordinance  was  proposed 
three  times  in  the  late’70s.  In  1976, 
city  officials  “turned  it  down  after 
a  run  around,”  according  to  Jim 
Chalgren,  a  gay  advisor  at 
Mankato  State  University.  “They 
[city  officials]  said  there  was 
already  similar  legislation  pending 
at  the  state  level. 

“The  next  year  we  tried  again 
and  they  told  us  there  wasn’t 


enough  discrimination  to  neces¬ 
sitate  a  law. . .  .  But  gays  are  getting 
kicked  out  of  apartments,  kicked 
out  of  bars  all  the  time  here.  And 
after  seeing  what  happened  with 
Rita,  more  are  running  for  the 
closets.” 

Recently,  Mayor  Herb  Mocal 
stated  publicly  that  if  anyone 
could  show  him  a  case  of  dis¬ 
crimination,  he  would  personally 
attend  to  it.  Contacted  by  GCN , 
Mocol  said  he  knew  nothing  about 
the  case,  “but  the  first  thing  to  be 
determined  would  be  the  cause  of 
the  firing,  whether  there  are  other 
circumstances. 

If  an  investigation  showed  con¬ 
clusively  that  Halbur  was  fired 
because  she  is  a  lesbian,  Mocol 
said  he  would  “attempt  to  get  it 
straightened  out.”  Does  that  mean 
he  would  direct  Good  Counsel  to 
rehire  Halbur?  “That’s  correct. 
I’m  from  an  ethnic  background, 
so  I  don’t  condone  discrimina¬ 
tion.” 

Halbur  told  GCN  that  she  is 
“very  angry”  and  would  sue  her 
old  employer  if  the  law  provided 
any  means  for  doing  so. 

GCN  asked  attorney  James 
Manahan  whether  Halbur  could 
make  use  of  Mankato’s  prohibi¬ 
tion  against  sex-discrimination  in 
this  case,  since  Tobias  allegedly 
objected  to  Halbur’s  sexual  pre¬ 
ference  for  women  only  because 
she  is  not  a  man. 

Manahan  answered  that  this  tac¬ 
tic  has  already  been  used  unsuc¬ 
cessfully.  “Here  in  Mankato  at 
one  time  there  was  a  club  that  ex¬ 
cluded  gay  men  who  were  dancing 
together.  Some  men  filed  a  sex 
discrimination  claim  against  the 
club.  The  court  ruled  against  them 
because  it  was  convinced  that  two 
women  dancing  together  would 
also  be  excluded.” 

Manahan,  who  chairs  the 
Human  Rights  Committee  of  the 
Minnesota  State  Bar  Association, 
said  he  plans  to  propose  a  state  law 
that  would  prohibit  discrimination 
on  the  basis  of  sexual  preference. 

“If  the  bar  association  can 
endorse  it,  that  will  give  it  a  big 
push  and  I’m  sure  [gay]  Senator 
Allen  Spear  and  [lesbian]  Repre¬ 
sentative  Karen  Clark  would 
sponsor  it.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 


Cambridge  Election 
Produces  Little  Change 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 
CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  After  a 
week  of  the  tedious  counting  and 
recouting  of  ballots  which  charac¬ 
terizes  this  city’s  system  of  pro¬ 
portional  representation,  city  offi¬ 
cials  have  announced  the  make- 


Cops  Arrest  31  Men 
In  Shopping  Center  Raid 


By  John  Zeh 

SPRINGDALE,  OH  —  Police 
in  this  Cincinnati  suburb  arrested 
31  men  in  a  crackdown  on  sexual 
activity  in  the  men’s  rooms  of 
three  shopping  malls  last  month. 

The  defendants  were  charged 
with  20  counts  of  public 
indecency,  12  counts  of  sexual 
imposition  and  one  count  each  of 
resisting  arrest  and  contributing  to 
the  delinquency  of  a  minor. 

The  first  charge  generally  in¬ 
volves  physical  contact;  indecency 
is  exposure  of  genitalia. 

Three  of  the  arrested  men  told 
The  Yellow  Pages,  a  gay  publica¬ 
tion  in  Cincinnati,  that  they  were 
entrapped  by  police  but  pleaded 
guilty  or  no  contest  in  court. 
Seven  defendants  requested  con¬ 
tinuances.  Those  appearing  for 


trial  were  given  the  maximum  sen¬ 
tences,  $500  fine  and  60  days  in 
jail  for  imposition  and  $250  and 
30  days  for  indecency. 

Council  President  Vernon 
French  suspended  all  sentences  ex¬ 
cept  for  $100  fines  and  placed  the 
men  on  probation  for  two  years. 
The  Mayor’s  Court  judge  ordered 
the  men  to  “clear  out”  of  town 
and  promised  to  impose  the  sus¬ 
pended  parts  of  the  sentence  and 
other  penalties  if  the  men  are  ar¬ 
rested  here  again  for  sex-related 
crimes. 

The  Cincinnati  Enquirer  printed 
the  names  and  addresses  of  the 
men.  WCPO-TV  said  the  group 
arrested  included  five  school¬ 
teachers,  one  department  store 
manager  and  a  corporation  exec¬ 


utive,  but  did  not  release  the 
names. 

The  television  station  used  the 
story  the  night  before  it  began  a 
three-part  series  on  the  gay  com¬ 
munity.  According  to  Channel  9 
News  Editor  John  Esther,  it  was 
by  “coincidence”  that  the  arrests 
and  the  series  occurred  during  a 
TV  ratings  period. 

WAIF-FM’s  “Gaydreams,” 
acting  on  a  tip,  warned  listeners  of 
police  surveillance  at  suburban 
malls  and  broke  the  story  of  the 
arrests  a  week  later  after  verifica¬ 
tion. 

Some  of  the  men  arrested  said 
they  had  been  promised  the  media 
would  not  be  informed  if  they 
pleaded  no  contest.  Police  offi¬ 
cials  later  disclaimed  that  promise. 


up  of  the  new  city  council  and 
school  committee. 

All  eight  city  council 
incumbents  who  sought  reelection 
were  successful.  Daniel  Clinton, 
who  has  served  on  both  the  coun¬ 
cil  and  the  school  committee  in 
past  years,  won  the  seat  currently 
held  by  Kevin  Crane,  the  only 
incumbent  not  in  the  running. 

With  Clinton’s  successful  bid 
for  Crane’s  seat,  the  composition 
of  the  city  council  remains  largely 
unchanged.  Four  of  the  nine 
members  bear  the  endorsement  of 
the  Cambridge  Civic  Association 
(CCA),  a  mostly  activist,  liberal, 
good  government  group,  while  the 
remaining  five  are  more  conserva¬ 
tive  “independents.”  Clinton,  like 
Crane,  is  an  independent  who 
found  much  of  his  support  in  con¬ 
servative  East  Cambridge.  Clinton 
did  not  respond  to  a  candidates’ 
questionnaire  distributed  by  the 
Cambridge  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Caucus.  (CLGPC). 

In  the  school  committee,  how¬ 
ever,  there  is  the  possibility  of  sig¬ 
nificant  change.  While  the 
replacement  of  Donald  Fantini  by 
his  brother,  Alfred  Fantini,  will 
probably  make  little  difference, 
the  replacement  of  theliberal  CCA- 
backed  Alice  Wolf  by  the  more 
conservative  Sullivan  will  mean  a 


swing  to  the  right.  Wolf  submitted 
a  highly  supportive  reply  to  the 
CLGPC  questionnaire,  while  Sul¬ 
livan  submitted  none. 

An  important  factor  for  the 
school  committee  will  be  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  a  new  mayor.  Under  the 
city  manager  form  of  government 
in  Cambridge,  the  new  city  coun¬ 
cil  in  its  first  official  act  will  select 
one  of  its  members  to  be  mayor. 
The  mayor,  in  addition  to  serving 
on  the  city  council,  sits  as  an  ex 
officio  memberof  the  school  com¬ 
mittee.  Of  the  six  committee  mem¬ 
bers  elected  November  3,  three 
bear  the  endorsement  of  the  CCA, 
although  one  of  these,  Henrietta 
Attles,  refused  to  answer  the 
CLGPC  questionnaire  (see  GCN, 
Vol.  9,  No.  15).  The  other  three 
committee  members  are  more  con¬ 
servative.  The  mayor  will  thus 
play  an  important  pivotal  role  in 
determining  the  overall  character 
of  the  school  committee. 

“We  don’t  know  who  the 
mayor  will  be  but  we  do  have  a 
five-to-four  majority  of  inde¬ 
pendents  on  the  city  council,” 
says  Sara  Mae  Berman,  the  CCA- 
backed  incumbent  who  placed 
first  this  year.  “I  suggest  to  you 
that  the  tenor  of  this  new  commit¬ 
tee  will  be  far  more  conservative 
than  the  previous  one.” 
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Community  Voices 


brinks,  ngtf,  solidarity  day 


Dear  GOV: 

I  just  received  the  altest  issue  (GCN,  Nov.  7), 
and  it  wa  such  a  relief  to  read  your  editorial  and 
Susan  Saxe’s  related  article.  1  was  beginning  to 
think  I  was  the  only  one  who  is  outraged  over  the 
media’s  handling  of  the  recent  Brinks  robbery 
and  what  this  case  could  mean  for  a  lot  of  people 
in  days  ahead. 

I  noted  in  the  news  recently  that  the  U.S. 
Attorney  Office  announced  that  it  would  soon 
empanel  a  Federal  Grand  Jury  to  hear  alleged 
evidence  “linking  the  Weather  Underground, 
Black  Liberation  Army,  Black  Panthers, 
Republic  of  New  Africa,  and  other  groups.” 
Given  the  conservative  political  climate  of  the 
country,  “other  groups”  could  mean  just  about 
anybody  involved  in  progressive  movements. 
Like  GCN  and  Saxe,  1  too  foresee  the  Brinks  case 
investigation  having  the  great  potential  for 
another  witch-hunt  a  la  McCarthy  1950s. 

I  have  also  noted  the  media’s  conspicuous  use 
of  the  term  “radical”  when  referring  to  white 
support  groups  like  the  Weather  Underground 
and  the  use  of  the  term  “terrorist”  when  refer¬ 
ring  to  black  liberation  groups.  Not  that  the 
words  “radical”  and  “terrorist”  are  often  separ¬ 
able  in  the  eyes  of  Joe  and  Josephine  Average 
Citizen,  but  the  racism  of  it  all  makes  this  whole 
Brinks  robbery  story  even  more  obscene. 

I  gathered  from  your  editorial  that  Dave 
Gilbert  was  the  one  being  referred  to  when  you 
mentioned  the  “beating  in  a  police  van  of  one  of 
the  original  men  arrested.”  Upon  turning 
himself  in  after  several  years  underground,  I 
became  personally  acquainted  with  Dave  while 
he  was  living  aboveground  here.  I  always  knew 
Dave  as  a  warm,  kind,  attentive,  honest,  laugh¬ 
ing,  and  gentle  person  dedicated  to  challenging 
racism,  classism,  sexism,  and  heterosexism.  I 
mention  this  only  because  I  believe  it  is 
important  that  some  people  come  forward  to 
paint  some  picture  other  than  the  “terrorist” 
image  bombardingthe  American  public  daily. 

When  I  pick  up  Time,  Newsweek  and  Life,  I 
expect  to  see  sensational  language  which 
confuses  and  keeps  people  ignorant.  It  is  irritat¬ 
ing  to  see  that  from  cover  to  cover  in  a  movement 
publication,  like  the  recent  NGTF  newsletter  an¬ 
nouncing  its  “Campaign  Against  the  Radical 
Right.” 

Granted,  the  phrase  “Radical  Right”  is  prob¬ 
ably  most  familiar  to  many  people  because  of  its 
excessive  us  in  the  establishment  media.  How¬ 
ever,  if  one  understands  “radical”  to  be 


\ \  ! 50  WAYS  TO  LEAVE 
YOUR  GCN  50!!! 

1)  Leave  it  on  the  bus,  gus 

2)  Give  it  to  a  friend,  jen 

3)  Put  it  in  the  church, 
Lurch 

4)  Mail  it  to  your  Mom, 

Tom 

5)  Through  45)  ???  (Your 
suggestions  welcome) 

BUT  MOST  OF  ALL,  GIVE 
GCN  TO  SOMEONE  WHO 
SHOULD  BE  READING  IT 
REGULARLY,  AND  TELL 
THEM  HOW  EASY  IT  IS. 
ARRANGE  TO  READ  IT 
REGULARLY  BY  SUB¬ 
SCRIBING  —  OK? 
THANKS,  FROM  ALL  OF 
US. 


someone  who  addresses  causes  (not  just  symp¬ 
toms)  and  goes  to  the  root  of  society’s  problems, 
then  the  use  of  the  word  “radical”  (to  mean 
“extreme”)  in  referring  to  the  Right  Wing  is  a 
blatant  contradiction  in  terms.  Hopefully, 
NGTF  will  be  able  to  clarify  this  issue  in  the 
months  ahead. 

In  recent  letters  about  Solidarity  Day,  Jean 
Vallon  (GCN,  Oct.  17)  and  Jennifer  Abod 
(GCN,  Oct.  24)  shared  similar  accounts  of 
hostile  incidents.  However,  Nick  Maklary  (GCN, 
Oct.  31)  told  a  completely  different  version  than 
Vallon.  I  don’t  see  this  as  just  a  matter  of  two 
people  being  at  the  same  event  and  perceiving  it 
differently.  Since  both  Maklary  and  Vallon  are 
involved  in  the  movement,  the  issue  of  credibility 
is  raised.  I  would  like  to  hear  Vallon’s  response 
to  Maklary  about  the  incident  in  question. 
Respectfully, 

Don  Collier 
Denver,  CO 


news  first! 

Dear  Friends, 

When  will  it  stop? 

I  am  sorry  Ray  Olson  of  St.  Paul  (GCN 
Letters,  Oct.  3)  found  my  August  1  letter  “mean- 
spirited.”  Or  that  he  thinks  there  exists  a  large 
number  of  “gynophobic”  gay  men  insistent  on 
martyrdom  and  “copping  a  feel  of  the  latest 
hunk  at  the  tubs.”  Perhaps  there  does,  but  I 
don’t  want  to  be  thought  one  of  them. 

In  my  letter  I  hoped  Olson  and  other  pro¬ 
feminist  men  would  see  another  issue.  I  used  the 
example  of  a  recent  GCN  edition’s  preferential 
placement  of  Lesbian  literary  material  over  an 
important  NAMBLA  news  story  merely  as  that, 
an  example.  If  the  piece’s  sexual  bias  pleased 
Olson,  it  shouldn’t  have. 

Years  back,  when  I  was  coming  out,  an  older 
and  different  GCN  primed  my  curiosity  and  in¬ 
stalled  a  sense  of  gay  unity  and  pride  in  my  teen¬ 
age  mind  by  printing  exhaustive  coverage  of 
general-interest  gay  issues  up  front,  as  hard 
news.  Front  page  stories  might  have  included 
either  Lesbian  or  male  gay  issues,  but  literature 
(not  just  novels,  Ray),  record  reviews,  movie  and 
theatre  commentaries,  and  the  like  were  also 
there.  They  simply  remained  in  the  back,  where 
they  belonged. 

Of  course  literature  is  important,  but  GCN  has 
always  seemed  to  be  a  newspaper  and  news¬ 
papers  have  a  responsibility  to  cover  news  issues 
up-front.  And  news  issues,  we  have  in  droves! 
Now  more  than  in  previous  years  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  is  threatened  by  the  Right,  as  are  its  supp- 
porters  in  government.  This  affects  both  male 
and  female  gays.  This  affects  both  child-lovers 


barbed  again 

Dear  Ms.  Hoffman, 

The  cover  to  the  October  17,  1981  issue  of  Gay 
Community  News  is,  to  say  the  least,  graphic.  It  is 
also  unnecessary. 

The  illustration  relates  to  Maya  Silverthorne's 
review  of  The  Durable  Fig  Leaf,  by  Mark  Strage. 
One  of  Silverthorne’s  important  observations  is: 
“Strage  assumes  throughout  the  book  that  there 
are  only  ‘bad’  reasons  for  cock  fascination  and 
reduces  all  gay  sex  to  misogyny.  Such  a  mistake.” 

We  are  sorry  to  see  Gay  Community  News,  of 
all  places,  seemingly  choose  to  emphasize  the  mis¬ 
take  as  well.  We  regret  the  fear  of  bodily  know- 
lege  suggested  by  the  illustration  and  recommend 
as  supplementary  reading  Susan  Griffin’s 
Pornography  and  Silence. 

Emma,  the  Buffalo  Women’s 
Book  Store  Collective 
Buffalo,  NY 

P.S.  It  becomes  a  difficult  issue  to  have  on  the 
stands  in  a  feminist  bookstore. 


and  child-protectors.  This  affects  both  S&M  de¬ 
votees  and  those  who  demur.  This  affects  those 
who  would  march  in  New  York  in  a  northerly  di¬ 
rection  and  those  who  would  march  in  a 
southerly  direction.  This  affects  Dykes  on  Bikes, 
fey  interior  decorators,  super-macho  lumber¬ 
jacks,  timid  librarians,  Lesbian  and  gay  male 
educators,  closeted  businesspeople,  etc.  No  one’s 
to  say  that  gays,  male  and  female,  of  every  life¬ 
style,  don’t  appreciate  poetry,  or  gay  history. 
But  Stonewall  practially  severed  gays  from  their 
previous  history  —  it  gave  us  a  tabla  rasa  on 
which  to  write  a  new  gay  experience,  good  or 
less-than-good,  and  the  slate  is  hardly  filled.  To 
use  front-page  space  in  a  major  American  gay 
publication  like  GCN  to  discuss  non-news  issues 
is  to  talk  and  pass  notes  in  the  back  of  the  lecture 
hall.  It  is,  in  the  words  of  my  eighth-grade  Latin 
teacher,  to  “cheat  on  yourself.” 

Gay  people  of  all  stripes  would  be  better 
served  if  publications  like  GCN  (not  to  mention 
all  the  others)  kept  to  their  news-reporting  tasks 
the  fervor  which  informs  reviews  of  gay  theater, 
literature,  and  cinema.  Numerous  times,  enemies 
of  the  United  States  were  nearly  successful  in 
splitting  the  republic  by  pitting  factions  against 
one  another.  Gays  can  fall  to  the  same  ploy.  We 
must  remain  informed  of  major  political  issues, 
as  only  a  GCN  can  keep  us  informed,  before  we 
turn  to  the  entertainment  pages.  If  GCN  chooses 
to  serve  only  a  part  of  the  community,  or  to  fea¬ 
ture  entertainment  over  news,  its  utility  suffers. 
George  Androvette 
San  Francisco 


personal  decisions 

Dear  GCN, 

I  am  writing  in  regard  to  the  cover  of  your  Oct. 
17  (Vol.  9,  No.  13)  issue  by  F.  Ronald  Fowler 
which  shows  a  penis  and  testicles  which  have  been 
savagely  surrounded  and  brutally  attacked  by 
barbed  wire!  Aaarrrgghhh! 

Although  I  don’t  question  the  superior  quality 
of  F.’s  technical  prowess,  I  seriously  question  the 
rationale  behind  the  disturbed  feelings  he  evoked 
in  me.  To  be  blunt:  I  found  this  cover  extremely 
hard  to  take! 

I  am  writing  to  you  not  as  a  critic,  but  as  a 
visual  artist,  songwriter,  and  fellow  human 
being.  I,  myself,  used  to  really  be  into  shock 
value  for  shock  value’s  sake.  I  wanted  my  work 
to  evoke  a  deep  emotional  response  from  the 
viewer.  I  thought  that  this  alone  could  justify 
laying  disturbing  images  on  other  people.  Then 
one  day,  a  feminist  songwriter  (initials  B.R.)  told 
me  that  shock  value  needs  to  have  a  strongly 
principled  purpose.  Well,  boy,  was  that  hard  for 
me  to  hear.  I  got  very  angry  afterwards  at  her  for 
having  confronted  me  on  that,  but  then  realized 
over  the  course  of  time  that  she  was  right. 

My  basic  philosophy  of  art  is  that  you  always 
need  to  work  from  exactly  what  you’re  experi¬ 
encing  at  the  moment  that  you  are  creating,  but  it 
is  not  always  appropriate  to  make  that  art  public. 
It  is  important  for  an  artist  to  think  carefully 
about  how  his  creation  will  affeact  his  audience 
and  consider  whether  a  disturbing  short  term 
effect  is  justified  by  a  goal.  These  are  personal 
decisions  that  each  artist  needs  to  make. 

Now  believe  me  I  got  Fowler’s  basic  point  that 
most  men  are  prisoners  of  their  own  penises.  We 
can  all  still  easily  get  caught  up  in  being  bound  by 
them  even  after  we’ve  “achieved  conscious¬ 
ness.”  Some  people  might  need  to  be  hit  over  the 
head  to  hear  it,  but  I  for  one  have  sensitive  ears 
that  get  bruised  very  easily  and  I  am  not  into 
Fowler’s  torture  chamber  approach  to  art. 

Anyway  I  admired  the  balls  that  F.  showed, 
but  would  have  preferred  for  them  to  have  been 
left  in  their  natural  state  as  a  pure  celebration  of 
male  sexuality. 

Now,  about  GCN  in  general:  YOU  FOLKS 
ARE  MAGNIFICENT!  You  provide  an  incred¬ 
ible  service  to  the  progressive  gay  male  and 
lesbian  community  and  I  Thank  You  from  the 
bottom  of  my  heart! 

Love, 

Jonny  Golden 
Berkeley,  CA 

covering  the 
issues 

Dear  GCN: 

After  all  the  yelps  of  outrage  from  offended 
readers,  I  want  to  commend  GCN  for  its  audacity 
in  featuring  its  “penis  issues.”  It’s  the  best  cover 
you’ve  ever  done  —  save  perhaps  that  beautiful 
cover  recently  of  Pat  Califia  and  Gail  Rubin 
(“S/M. .  .isn’t  ladylike”).  I  hope  to  the  Goddess 
that  it  will  stifle,  once  and  for  all,  the  tiresome 
yowls  of  those  males  whose  pathetic  egos  are 
threatened  by  the  inclusion  of  lesbian  and 
feminist  material  in  your  paper. 

I  note  also  a  recent  letter  from  Marcia  Womon¬ 
gold  viciously  trashing  Nancy  Wechsler  because 
Nancy  possesses  the  integrity  and  good  sense  to 
think  for  herself  and  doesn’t  buy  the  Porno¬ 
graphy  Party  Line.  Womongold  recreates  the  un¬ 
examined  dogma  that  porn  is  violence  against 
women.  Well,  I  remember  Womongold  once  pro¬ 
tested  porn  by  shooting  a  bullet  through  the  win¬ 
dow  of  Reading  International  in  Harvard  Square. 
As  one  who  used  to  patronize  this  store  when  I 
lived  in  Boston,  I  consider  what  she  did  a  poten¬ 
tial  act  of  violence  against  me  and  any  other  inno¬ 
cent  patron  who  could  have  been  injured. 

In  love, 

John  Kyper 

somewhere  en  route  to  Mexico,  DF 
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.  ADVERTISING  „ 

*  *  MANAGER  *  ** 

Gay  Community  News  is  looking  for  an  Advertising  Manager.  Advertising  or 
sales  experience  is  helpful,  as  well  as  a  commitment  to  eliminating  the  ex¬ 
ploitation  of  women  and  men  in  advertising.  Salary,  commission  and  medical 
benefits.  December  1  opening.  Work  in  a  progressive  lesbian/gay  environ¬ 
ment!  Please  address  inquiries  and  resumes  to  Amy  Hoffman  or  Deni  Ozan, 
GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108,  (617)  426-4469. 
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Community  Voices 

what’s  up,  nolag? 


An  open  letter  to  the  Coordinating  Committee  of 
NOLAG: 

I  am  writing  this  letter  to  rouse  you  to  action. 
As  my  complaints  and  questions  are  enumerated 
below,  readers  may  think  it  inappropriate  to  air 
this  organizational  dirty  laundry  in  the  public 
pages  of  a  newspaper.  I  am  doing  this  because  my 
attempts  to  go  through  proper  channels  have  not 
worked.  So,  as  a  last  resort,  1  am  bringing  my 
concerns  to  the  entire  community. 

NOLAG  was  born  at  the  end  of  April  when  70 
delegates  gathered  in  Los  Angeles  to  create  a  grass 
roots  national  organization  for  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  and  liberation,  ft  was  to  be  a  communica¬ 
tion  network  and  an  instigator  of  mass  actions. 
We  debated  whether  to  have  a  national  march  in 
Washington,  D.C.  or  at  the  UN,  this  year  or  next. 
We  thrashed  out  a  structure  that  we  hoped  would 
be  representative,  accountable  and  democratic. 
Robin  Tyler  generously  donated  $1000  from  her 
concert  during  the  conference  to  start  the  organi¬ 
zation  off,  and  an  office  was  to  be  set  up  in 
Boston. 

It  is  now  six  months  later  and  what  have  we 
got?  There  have  been  two  meetings  of  a  coordi¬ 
nating  committee,  one  that  tried  to  be  held  simul¬ 
taneously  in  San  Francisco  and  Pittsburgh  in 
May,  and  one  in  Minneapolis  in  October. 
NOLAG  endorsed  the  Solidarity  march  in  Wash¬ 
ington.  A  handful  of  members  have  sent  in  their 
dues,  and  only  a  few  people  know  what  is  going 
on.  Very  little  money  is  left  in  the  bank,  and  the 
office  is  not  to  be  in  Boston.  Some  questions  are 
in  order. 

What  are  the  results  of  the  DC /UN  poll?  In  LA 
a  vote  indicating  a  national  march  on  the  UN  was 
taken  one  day,  and  later,  when  fewer  people  were 
there  to  vote,  a  march  on  Washington  was 
endorsed  instead.  We  then  came  up  with  a  poll 
(which  I  myself  worded)  to  be  mailed  to  all  dele¬ 
gates.  Although  I  have  written  for  my  ballot 
twice,  I  have  yet  to  receive  it.  It  is  rumored  that  in 
Minneapolis  the  coordinating  committee  (CC) 
decided  itself  to  have  a  march  on  DC  and  not  the 
UN.  Was  this  because  the  poll  was  never  taken  ?  If 
it  was  taken,  what  are  the  results? 

Has  the  site  of  the  national  office  been  moved, 
and  if  so,  why?  I  have  heard  third  hand  that  the 
national  headquarters  of  NOLAG  is  now  to  be  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  not  Boston.  Why  was  this 
done?  Rumors  of  personal  problems,  financial 
mismanagement  and  no  progress  in  finding  a 
space  are  aplenty.  People  will  assume  what  they 
want  to  assume  unless  they  are  told  the  real 
reasons  for  the  move.  We  also  see  no  minutes,  no 
mailing  list,  no  newsletter  and  no  information; 
will  any  on  this  change  with  the  new  people 
responsible  for  the  office? 

Furthermore,  what  exactly  are  the  responsibili¬ 
ties  of  the  people  setting  up  the  national  office? 
The  Boston  people,  when  charged  with  the  task  of 
setting  up  the  office  were  not  authorized  in  LA  to 
spend  money  or  make  any  decisions  of  conse-. 
quence  —  only  to  find  a  space  and  organize  hiring 
a  staff.  After  the  CC  meeting  in  Pittsburgh, 
however,  it  became  apparent  that  some  people 
expected  the  office  setter-uppers  to  get  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  meet,  and  to  decide  on  reimbursements 
and  spend  money.  What  do  the  rest  of  the  original 
delegates  think  of  this?  Centralized  power  has 
come  into  the  office  people’s  hands  by  default. 
How  much  will  the  DC  people  wield? 

What  does  NO  LAG  stand  for?  In  LA  we 
passed  dozens  of  political  resolutions,  but  the 
exact  focus  of  NOLAG  was  never  made  clear. 
Surely  the  CC  could  have  come  up  with  a  state¬ 
ment  of  purpose  in  six  months.  Look  at  Eric 
Rofes’  original  press  release,  Torie  Osborne’s 
brochure  copy,  or  the  flyer  I  wrote. 

What  is  the  financial  status  of  NOLAG?  It  has 
been  rumored  that  the  books  are  in  terrible  shape 
and  perhaps  all  the  money  is  gone.  We 

are  entitled  to  know  how  much  money  has  been 
spent  and  on  what.  Make  a  simple  list  of  items  of 
income  like  memberships,  and  fundraisers,  and 
of  expenses  like  printing,  phone  calls  (by  who) 
and  P.O.  boxes,  tally  it  and  send  it  out. 

Where  is  the  list  of  the  delegates  who  were  at 
the  LA  conference?  All  the  delegates  were 
promised  copies  of  each  others’  addresses.  1  have 
written  directly  to  Christy  Kissel  and  also  had  my 
CC  members  ask  for  it,  to  no  avail.  In  June,  when 
it  became  apparent  that  the  registrants’  names 
were  not  in  one  central  place,  I  suggested 
reconstructing  the  list  through  CC  members, 
region  by  region.  Why  has  this  never  been  done? 
The  CC  apparently  has  its  own  address  and  phone 
number  list  of  its  own  members  only.  Great! 

1 {'here  is  the  newsletter?  Delegates  at  LA  have 
never  been  officially  informed  about  what  has 
been  going  on.  It  would  not  be  too  hard  to  mimeo 
up  a  simple  letter,  at  least,  on  the  status  of  the 
national  office,  the  membership  drive,  the  results 
of  the  poll,  etc.  Our  historic  conference  was 
supposed  to  have  formed  a  network  of  communi¬ 
cation  for  activists  and  organ  zations.  A 
newsletter  would  have  facilated  this  and  also 
become  a  forum  for  discussion  of  the  issues 
brought  up  at  the  conference.  Luckily  the  debate 
over  the  Sexual  Freedom  Resolution  has  taken 
place  in  the  pages  of  the  Gay  Community  News 
anyway,  but  what  about  the  other  issues  we 
disagreed  upon?  By  not  getting  directly  in  touch 
with  all  the  delegates,  the  CC  has  put  the  cart 
before  the  horse  and  created  a  top-heavy  hier¬ 
archical  organization.  First  inform  the  founding 
fathers  and  mothers  of  NOLAG  what  has  been 
going  on.  Then  you  can  try  with  all  their  help  to 
get  new  members  involved  in  the  organization. 

Where  are  the  LA  minutes?  We  were  also 


promised  a  copy  of  the  complete  minutes  of  the 
conference  as  part  of  our  registration  fee.  Six 
months  later,  I  hear  they  have  been  edited  down, 
and  still  not  distributed.  Especially  since  there  is 
still  much  debate  over  exactly  what  was  and  was 
not  decided  in  LA,  it  is  crucial  that  delegates 
receive  their  own  copies  of  the  exact  record  of  all 
the  resolutions  that  were  passed. 

What  is  the  membership  structure  of  NOLAG? 
The  CC  was  created  in  LA  to  interpret  the  deci¬ 
sions  of  national  congresses.  Has  the  CC  decided 
what  constitutes  membership  in  NOLAG?  How 
many  paid  members  are  there?  How  many  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  CC  have  in  fact  paid  their  dues?  Can 
non-members  be  on  committees?  Will  all  paid 
members  vote  at  the  next  national  get  together,  or 
will  we  elect  delegates  to  it? 

What  about  the  low  level  of  trust  in  the  organi¬ 
zation?  Activists  are  dropping  out  of  NOLAG 
like  flies,  due  to  the  actions  and  non-actions  of 
other  members.  Eric  Rofes,  for  example,  who 
helped  organize  the  original  conference,  has  left 
the  organization  out  of  mistrust  of  the  CC,  finan¬ 
cial  mismanagement  and  rumors  of  embezzle¬ 
ment.  A  committee  truly  concerned  with  keeping 
NOLAG  open  and  grass  roots  would  address 
these  problems  and  rumors  directly.  They  would 
not  gloss  over  them  as  apparently  happened  in 
Minneapolis,  or  act  like  plumbers  to  cover  the 
problems  up. 

What  happened  to  outreach?  At  the  opening 
session  in  LA,  the  country  was  represented  by  62 
delegates  from  only  14  states  (as  well  as  eight 
from  national  organizations).  Great  words  were 
spoken  for  active  outreach  to  include  the  rest  of 
the  country.  Are  there  new  members  on  the  CC 
from  previously  unrepresented  areas?  Will  the  at- 
large  members  of  the  CC  actively  encourage  their 
own  demise  by  having  a  new  election  by  represen¬ 
tatives  from  all  the  states?  Due  to  the  high  cost  of 
traveling  to  CC  meetings,  not  all  the  elected  mem¬ 
bers  get  there.  How  many  in  fact  have  actually 
come?  If  some  area  cannot  raise  the  bucks  to  send 
its  representative,  why  are  other  areas  not  helping 
them  out?  Proxies  are  no  substitute  for  true  grass 
roots  representation. 

Finally,  is  there  a  National  Organization  oj 
Lesbians  and  Gays,  or  just  a  Coordinating  Com¬ 
mittee?  Having  NOLAG  endorse  the  Solidarity 
march  in  DC  was  quite  a  coup,  but  only  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  people  on  a  self-appointed  political  action 
committee  actually  endorsed  it.  While  most  ac¬ 
tivists  would  certainly  have  agreed  with  the  idea 
if  consulted,  the  whole  process  smacks  of  elitism 
—  a  quick  decision  made  by  a  few  people  in  the 
know.  There  was  so  much  rhetoric  in  LA  about 
the  need  for  this  new  organization  to  be  represen¬ 
tative  of  the  entire  lesbian  and  gay  community. 
Unlike  the  National  Gay  Task  Force,  decisions 
were  to  be  made  by  many  people,  not  just  a  few. 
Even  if  the  addresses  of  its  board  members  are 
not  public,  the  NGTF  has  hundreds  of  members 
and  a  newsletter  keeping  them  informed.  Is 
NOLAG  as  it  now  stands  any  better  than  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  its’  founders’  scorn?  Since  the  end  of 
April,  decisions  in  the  name  of  NOLAG  have 
been  made  by  an  elite  group  of  people  —  the  co¬ 
ordinating  committee.  And  majority  rule  deci¬ 
sion-making  has  meant  that  only  a  majority  of 
the  few  members  who  could  afford  to  get  to 
Pittsburgh  and  Minneapolis  have  taken  upon 
themselves  the  management  and  direction  of  the 
whole  organization.  And  I  have  seen  nothing  to 
indicate  that  things  will  be  any  different  in  the 
future. 

An  incredible  amount  of  energy  and  momen¬ 
tum  were  generated  in  LA  last  April.  It  has  been 
dissipated  by  a  lack  of  communication.  If  you 
expected  CC  members  to  be  in  constant  touch 
with  their  other  regional  delegates,  they  haven’t 
been.  It  has  been  a  hierarchy  that  has  not 
worked.  I  write  not  out  of  a  desire  for  recrimina¬ 
tion,  but  out  of  frustration  and  a  desire  for  a  bet¬ 
ter  NOLAG  through  communication.  I  expect  to 
have  these  questions  answered  in  public,  and  not 
in  a  hush-hush  expensive  long-distance  off-the- 
record  phone  conversation  for  my  ears  only.  Co¬ 
ordinating  committee,  rise  to  the  challenge.  In¬ 
formation  is  power  —  share  it. 

Yours  for  no  more  lag. 

Dee  Michel 
Cambridge,  MA 

oops  and  thanks 

Dear  Friends: 

Your  front-page  coverage  of  the  national 
NAMBLA  conference  in  Baltimore  was  accurate 
and  excellent.  Unfortunately,  the  key  second 
sentence  was  left  out,  giving  a  false  impression 
about  the  participation  of  NGTF  activists  Frank 
Kameny  and  Melvin  Boozer.  Boozer  and  Kameny 
were  the  invited  guests  of  a  public  forum  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  Gay  Community  Center  of 
Baltimore  and  NAMBLA.  Neither  is  a  member  of 
NAMBLA  and  neither  they  nor  the  NGTF  have 
endorsed  man-boy  love.  NGTF,  however,  has 
responded  to  a  NAMBLA  appeal  for  solidarity 
and  has  endorsed  the  “first  amendment  rights” 
of  NAMBLA.  On  other  issues:  1  wholeheartedly 
support  the  GCN  editorial  and  Susan  Saxe’s 
Speaking  Out  column  on  the  current  FBI-directed 
witchhunt  against  lesbians,  gay  men  and  left-wing 
straight  organizations.  Thanks  be  for  GCN, 
Susan  Saxe,  Amy  Hoffman  and  all  the  others  who 
think  clearly  and  act  bravely  in  a  time  of  heavy 
oppression. 

Sincerely, 

Tom  Reeves 

NAMBLA  Spokesperson 


already  exposed 

To  the  editors  and  staff  of  Gay  Community 
News, 

1  attended  the  All-Peoples  Congress  in  Detroit. 

1  felt  that  it  was  a  tremendous  event  and  a  great 
step  forward  for  lesbian  and  gay  people.  Lesbian 
and  gay  people  should  be  proud  that  we  played 
such  a  significant  and  highly  visible  role  in  this 
Congress.  Eight  lesbian  and  gay  speakers  ad¬ 
dressed  the  whole  body  (seven  of  them  were 
Black).  We  spoke  along  with  welfare  rights 
activists  from  seven  states,  with  trade  union 
activists,  with  veterans,  with  seniors,  the  dis¬ 
abled,  Black,  Latin,  and  Asian  activists.  In  all,  72 
speakers  addressed  the  whole  Congress  —  60  of 
those  speakers  were  Third  World  and  over  one- 
half  were  women. 

This  Congrees  was  concrete  proof  that  we  are 
building  links  and  ties  between  all  those  suffering 
oppression  —  something  that  is  very  neeesary  for 
the  times  ahead  of  us.  This  Congress  has  made  it 
less  likely  that  the  attempts  to  scapegoat  gays  and 
keep  us  isolated  can  succeed. 

In  light  of  that,  1  have  to  say  1  was  tremen¬ 
dously  taken  aback  when  a  criticism  of  the 
Congress  was  included  in  the  GCN  article  on  the 
Congress.  Especially  w  hen  the  criticism  was  taken 
from  John  Trinkl’s  article  in  the  “Guardian.” 
His  article  has  since  been  exposed  in  the 
“Guardian”  column  “From  Our  Readers,”  as 
being  full  of  inaccuracies,  distortions  and  serious 
omissions.  (See  "Guardian,”  Nov.  4,  1981).  One 
of  the  nost  obvious  omissions  is  that  Trinkl  did 
not  even  mention  the  role  that  lesbian  and  gay 
people  played  in  the  Congress. 

One  of  the  inaccuracies  was  that  Trinkl  stated 
that  no  workshop  reports  were  given  at  the  plen¬ 
aries.  In  fact,  12  workshop  reports  were  presented 
at  Sunday’s  plenary. 

The  most  serious  distortion  in  Trinkl’s  article 
was  his  portrayal  of  the  disruption  that  occurred. 
He  fails  to  mention  that  the  man  who  "objected 
from  the  floor  to  participation  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men”  had  previously  attempted  to  disrupt  the 
Congress  at  the  Friday  night  rally  when  he  yelled 
at  and  ridiculed  a  Black  gay  man  and  an  abortion 
rights  activist  as  they  spoke.  He  came  back  Satur¬ 
day  afternoon  and  he  returned  Sunday  afternoon 
with  other  people  to  demand  a  platform  from 
which  to  attack  gay  people.  He  did  not  come  to 
help  build  a  fightback  against  the  Reagan 
program.  His  interest  was  to  create  division  and 
disarray  in  the  Congress.  This  he  was  not  allowed 
to  do. 

“According  to  Trinkl,”  the  GCN  article  reads, 
“most  participants. .  .supported  his  right  to 
speak.”  This  simply  is  not  true.  At  the  time  of  the 
disruption  on  Sunday,  Sahu  Barron  of  Black 
Americans  for  Peace  and  Justice  in  El  Salvador 
was  speaking.  Recognizing  the  disruption  as  an 
attack  on  the  Congress,  she  asked  all  those  pre¬ 
sent  to  indicate  that  they  were  “with  us”  and 
supported  the  Congress  and  the  Days  of  Resist¬ 
ance  —  97%  of  the  audience  jumped  to  its  feet 
and  applauded  and  cheered. 

At  this  Congress  a  solidarity  was  formed 
between  poor  and  working  people  —  Black, 
Latin,  Asian,  Native,  white,  disabled,  seniors, 
women’s  rights  activists  and  lesbians  and  gay 
people.  This  solidarity  signals  our  inevitable  vic¬ 
tory  over  the  rightward  trend  that  is  now 
manifesting  itself  in  the  reactionary,  anti-human 
policies  of  the  Reagan  administration,  big 
buisiness,  and  its  moral  majority  allies. 

In  Struggle, 

Shane  Summer 
New  York  City 


mistake  to  ‘  measure’ 

Dear  GCN: 

I  recently  attended  the  All  People’s  Congress 
(APC)  in  Detroit.  Organized  by  PAM  (People’s 
Anti-War  Mobilization)  which  in  turn  is  largely 
controlled  by  Workers  World  Party  (WWP),  the 
APC  was  billed  as  a  conference  to  organize  a 
mass  movement  to  “overturn  the  Reagan  pro¬ 
gram.”  Many  PAM  chapters  around  the  country 
had  Lesbian  and  Gay  Focuses,  and  the  APC  itself 
was  about  one-quarter  lesbian  and  gay. 

Therefore  I  and  many  others  were  shocked  by 
an  incident  at  the  Saturday  afternoon  plenary.  A 
speaker  took  the  floor  to  deplore  how  “genuine 
revolutionaries”  from  Third  World  countries 
“had  to  share  the  podium  with  people  who  want 
to  sleep  with  their  own  sex. . .”!  I’m  proud  that 
my  boyfriend  and  1  —  both  supporters  of  the  Re¬ 
volutionary  Socialist  League  —  were  among  the 
first  on  our  feet,  chanting  “Gay  Rights  Right 
Now!”  We  were  joined  by  hundreds  more  in  a 
few  seconds.  1  remember  a  Black  woman  from 
New  Jersey  across  the  aisle  flashing  us  a  raised  fist 
salute  as  she  took  up  the  chant. 

After  order  was  restored,  the  plenary’s  chair, 
Larry  Holmes  of  WWP  (their  vice-presidential 
candidate  of  1980),  threatened  to  have  all  those 
“making  a  disturbance”  removed,  and  reminded 
us  that  the  speaker  “had  a  right  to  express  his 
opinion.” 

While  I  believe  that  differences  within  the 
movement  must  be  discussed  in  constructive 
ways,  1  was  alarmed  at  Holmes’  attitude  to 
lesbian/gay  oppression.  If  someone  had  taken  the 
mike  to  express  racist  or  misogynist  bigotry, 
would  Holmes  have  tolerated  it  and  threatened  to 
throw  out  those  who  didn’t?  Let’s  hope  not. 


unified  and  positive 

Dear  Gay  Community  News, 

I  have  just  read  your  article  on  the  All  Peoples 
Congress  in  the  Nov.  7  issue  and  as  a  Third 
World  gay  man  from  the  South  Broax  I  feel  1 
must  state  my  views.  I  went  to  the  All  Peoples 
Congress  and  never  in  my  life  have  I  seen 
something  so  positive  show  up  in  this  country  of 
many  oppressed  people,  gay  and  straight.  The 
Congress  gave  everyone  a  chance  to  give  their 
views  on  how  to  struggle  against  the  repressive 
laws  and  bigots  in  this  country  and  around  the 
world.  All  ideas  on  how  to  build  for  the  national 
days  of  resistance  were  discussed  and  welcomed. 

At  the  workshops  on  lesbian  and  gay  oppres¬ 
sion,  I  learned  about  the  special  oppression  of 
lesbian  and  gay  disabled  people  and  on  the  senior 
lesbian  and  gay  community.  I  am  20  years  old 
and  I  grew  up  in  Puerto  Rico  and  the  South 
Bronx  and  1  have  never  seen  so  many  people  of 
all  walks  of  life,  Black,  white.  Native,  Asian,  gay 
women  and  men,  so  unified  and  positive  under 
one  roof. 

I  am  very  happy  with  the  coverage  you  gave 
the  Congress  in  your  first  article  and  wish  to 
thank  you  for  it,  but  the  short  article  called  Con¬ 
gress  Criticized  is  harmful  because  it  lacks  the 
facts  and  is  one-sided.  It  could  confuse  people 
who  didn’t  go  to  the  Congress.  There  was  one 
disruption  made  by  an  anti-gay  bigot.  The 
disrupter  was  removed  because  of  his  hateful 
attacks  on  the  gay  community  and  because  he 
tried  to  stop  the  Congress  proceedings.  Almost 
no  one  supported  the  right  of  this  bigot  to  bring 
hate  and  division  to  this  gathering.  Besides  this 
one  disruption,  there  was  a  lot  of  unity  shown 
there  and  especially  all  the  lesbians  and  gays  I 
met  supported  the  organizers  of  the  Congress  for 
what  they  are  trying  to  do. 

I  spoke  to  a  lot  of  people  at  the  Congress, 
lesbians,  gays,  and  straights,  and  we  are  all 
looking  forward  to  the  national  days  of 
resistance  this  spring  when  millions  of  us  will 
unite  to  fight  Reagan’s  reactionary  program.  I 
hope  you  will  support  our  effort. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Luis  Lopez 
South  Bronx,  NY 

caps 

Dear  editors: 

Whereas  I  agree  almost  totally  with  Susan 
Saxe’s  speaking  out  article  in  the  November  7th 
issue  of  GCN  1  am  somewhat  disgruntled  with 
Susan  S’s  use  of  capitalization  when  referring  to 
the  Boston  Lesbian  and  gay  community.  Susan 
does  it  throughout  an  excellent  article  to  the  point 
as  1  read  and  reread  said  article  it  grated  my  sen¬ 
sibility.  Does  it  mean  that  the  gay  community  is 
of  less  importance  in  the  physical  makeup  of  res¬ 
istance  to  established  powers  that  exist  in  our 
sophisticated  society?  1  personally  don’t  need  the 
status  of  capitalization  and  if  I  could  say  I  belong 
to  any  group  or  community  it  would  be  called  by 
me  and  my  confederates  a  faggot  community.  By 
the  way  me  and  my  confederates  were  not  absent¬ 
ees  at  Susan  Saxe  demonstrations  nor  a  host  of 
other  lesbian/ feminist  demonstrations  yet  1  don’t 
have  the  need  to  capitalize  my  credentials.  1 
personally  threw  a  few  rocks  on  White  Knight  in 
SF.  Have  also  sat  in  many  prison  cells  too  numer¬ 
ous  to  enumerate  here  in  this  short  note  for  an 
explanation  to  my  credentials  as  an  ‘oppressed 
person.’ 

We’re  all  in  it  together  susan  and  if  I  might  I’ll 
requote  a  little  passage  in  your  ‘right  on’  article, 
“We  as  persecuted  people,  need  to  be  careful”. 
With  sincere  faggot  love, 
freddie  greenfield 
Revere,  MA 


Lesbians  and  gay  men  have  made  great  strides 
over  the  last  decade  towards  acceptance  in  the 
broad  social  movements.  But  a  great  deal  of 
prejudice  remains,  shown  both  by  the  outright 
homophobia  expressed  by  the  speaker  and  by  the 
insensitive  disinterest  betrayed  by  the  chair. 
While  Workers  World  Party  and  others  at  the 
APC  say  they  oppose  all  oppression,  Holmes’ 
attitude  expressed  that  anti-lesbian/gay  bigotry  is 
‘less  serious’  than,  for  instance,  racism. 

I  believe  it  is  a  grave  mistake  to  “measure”  one 
kind  of  oppression  against  another,  or  to  claim 
that  one  is  “worse”  than  another.  An  attack  on 
lesbians  and  gays  —  just  like  an  attack  on  Black 
people  or  on  women  —  is  a  direct  attack  on  im¬ 
portant  sections  of  the  working  class.  If  any  such 
attack  goes  unopposed,  it  weakens  all  of  us.  In 
the  face  of  growing  ruling-class  assaults,  all 
oppressed  people  must  stand  and  fight  together. 
Our  strong  involvement  in  anti-racist  and  other 
struggles  proves  that  thousands  of  lesbian  and 
gay  activists  know  this  to  be  true. 

It’s  a  shame  that  others’  refusal  to  defend  us  is 
justified  with  claims  that  we’re  “not  as  oppress¬ 
ed”  or  “just  plain  sick.”  This  incident  shows  that 
our  acceptance  in  the  broad  movements  —  much 
less  our  liberation  in  society  —  is  not  guaranteed. 
Our  struggle  for  liberation,  inseparable  from  the 
liberation  of  all,  must  be  fought  for  within  the 
various  movements  as  well  as  society  as  a  whole. 
As  we  also  chanted  during  this  incident  at  the 
APC:  “Gay,  Straight,  Black,  White:  Same 
Struggle,  Same  Fight!” 

Yours  in  lesbian/gay  liberation, 

Michael  Botkin 
Chicago 
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Boston  Shoppers  Guide 


SILK  SCREEN  PRINTING 


Fast,  professional  service. 
High  quality  custom  work. 
No  order  too  large  or  small. 
Special  projects  considered. 

Tee  shirts,  banners,  signs  our  specialty. 

(617)426-4031 


Ralph  BuIIowq/  screen  printer 

727  ATLANTIC  AVENUE  BOSTON  MASSACHUSETTS 021,1 


(OKNIKOI  MW81KS  AMI  HI  KltOKI)  M  KHIS 
BOSTON.  M  A  021 16  TK1T  PHONK  266-0300 


Associates  Inc. 


Psychiatric  and  Psychologic  services  for  adults 
Individual,  Couple,  and  Group  therapy 
Psychologic  testing  and  career  counseling 


David  Seil  M.D.,  Director 


Located  in  Back  Bay  and  South  End  536-2665 


Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 


APPOINTMENTS:  Mon  -Sat 

Days  &  Eves. 


LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  #3 
BROOKLINE,  MASS.  02146 

734-5777 


Plumbing 
&  heating 


Robert 
D  argon 

445-5891  G“= 


4Q) - 0^ 


JANUS  COUNSELING 

21  Bay  Street 
Cambridge,  Mass.  02138 
For  individuals, 
couples, 
groups 

Feminist  perspective 
Special  interest 
in  lesbian  concerns 
For  appointment 
Call  (617)661-2537 


Serving  the  Gay  Community  Since  1974  .  .  . 

X\NAPU  GRAPHICS 

Phototypesetting 

Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 
Layout  ond  Design  Service  and  Consultation 
Camera  Ready  Mechanicals 

David  M.  Stryker  661  -6975 

143  Albany  Street,  Cambridge 


healthy  teeth  . . . 

they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 


Mon. -Sat.  &  evenings 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 


16  Haviland  St.  Boston  MA  02115  267  7573 
Mon.  Thurs.  9am  9pm  Friday  9am  5pm 

Wed.  6  30  8pm  Walk  in  VD  TestingiTreatment  NOW  OPEN 

Tues.  6:30  9pm  Women's  Health  Night  SATURDAYS 


•  General  medical  care  -  from  hepatitis  to  strep  throat 

•  Full  laboratory  services 

•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  gynecology,  podiatry,  nutrition, 
alcohol/drug  counseling 

•  Pediatric  care  for  the  children  of  lesbians/gay  men 

•  Geriatric  care  for  older  gay  men  and  lesbians 

•  Gay/lesbian  physicians  (Board  certified/eligible  in  surgery,  family  practice, 
internal  medicine,  infectious  diseases),  nurse  piactitioners, 

registered  nurses,  physician  assistants,  clinical  lab  technicians, 
medical  assistants,  receptionists,  administration 

•  Referrals  to  gay/lesbian  sympathetic  specialists 

COMPLETELY  RENOVATED  FACILITIES 

•  Barrier  free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On  Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis/treatment 
of  sexually  transmitted  diseases 

10  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  onlv 

LESTER'S  T. V. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repair  4  T  V  &  Stereo  —  at  lowest 
•rices  ANYWHERE*  Outside  antenna  installa- 
lon  a  specialty  Mass  Tech  Lie  981 
Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boston  Tel.  523-2187 


Support  gay  prisoners. 
Read  and  answer  our 
prisoner  penpal  ads 
on  the  classified  page. 


;■  mjTTrrTTTjnnmT^  ititi  ttt  i  t  mtttttti  i  TrrTrmTTTTTrrmTiTTTTTTTTTTTTT 

THE  BOSTON  INSTITUTE  FOR  GAY  STUDIES,  INC. 

Post  Office  Box  2750  14  Beacon  St. 

Boston,  MA  02208  Suite  506 

491  8245  720-0693 

WINTER  SESSION 

NOVEMBER  30-FEBRUARY  1 9 

•  History  course 

•  independent  study  resources 

•  Accredited  B.A.  &  M.A.  degree  options 

•  Conferences  for  gay  &  lesbian  professionals 


complete  lock  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

3onded 
.^.ock  Co. 

coll  bill  269-4770 
quality  work* reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


Election _ 

Continued  from  page  1 
hard  to  imagine  how  any  serious 
candidate  would  claim  an 
endorsement  where  there  was  no 
indication  of  support  at  all  —  why 
would  Flynn  back  away? 

GCN  cornered  Flynn  last  week 
in  a  City  Hall  elevator  and  asked 
him  about  the  endorsement.  “I 
don’t  want  to  talk  about  the 
Phoenix  article,  it’s  totally 
inaccurate,”  Flynn  declared,  and 
dashed  off  in  the  direction  of  the 
council  offices.  A  subsequent  visit 
to  Flynn  at  his  office  met  with 
similar  abruptness  and  a  repeated 
refusal  to  comment.  Both  Scon- 
dras  and  a  reporter  from  another 
Boston  paper  also  say  Flynn  has 
refused  to  return  their  calls. 

There  are  at  least  two  sets  of 
circumstances  which  may  help  to 
answer  the  question.  The  first  in¬ 
volves  South  Boston  anti-busing 
activist  and  unsuccessful  city 
council  candidate  Jimmy  Kelly. 
On  Oct.  29,  WCVB-TV  broadcast 
a  report  which  mentioned  Kelly’s 
1970  conviction  for  illegal  posses¬ 
sion  of  a  firearm  and  illegal  pos¬ 
session  of  a  credit  card,  offenses 
for  which  Kelly  spent  four  months 
in  jail.  The  report  was  hardly  a 
revelation,  for  news  of  Kelly’s 
record  had  appeared  in  both  the 
Boston  Real  Paper  and  the  Boston 
Globe  in  1976.  But  the  refreshing 
of  the  public  memory  was  strate¬ 
gically  timed  and  Kelly  was  mad. 

According  to  Scondras,  Kelly 
confronted  him  that  evening  at  a 
candidates’  forum  sponsored  by 
the  Back  Bay  Neighborhood  As¬ 
sociation,  charging  him  with 
“planting”  the  information  with 
the  press.  Scondras  says  he  denied 
the  accusation.  “I  said,  ‘Jimmy, 
everyone  knows  that.  It  was  in  the 
Real  Paper.  I  know  it,  Ray  Flynn 
knows  it,  a  hundred  people  know 
it’.”  But  Scondras  says  Kelly  in¬ 
terpreted  what  he  meant  as  a 
rhetorical  comment  to  mean  that 
he  had  first  found  out  about 
Kelly’s  criminal  record  from 
Flynn. 

Kelly  then  went  to  Flynn,  charg¬ 
ing  him  with  “planting”  the  infor¬ 
mation  with  Scondras.  Now  Flynn 
was  angry  with  Scondras.  Scon¬ 
dras  says  he  later  explained  the 
circumstances  to  Flynn  in  Kelly’s 
presence. 

So  that’s  one  reason  Flynn  may 
have  had  second  thoughts  about 
supporting  David  Scondras. 
Kelly’s  support,  in  the  form  of 
votes  from  South  Boston,  may 
have  held  more  importance  for 
Flynn  than  any  liberal  votes  that 
may  have  come  with  an  affiliation 
with  Scondras. 

But  another  more  important  set 
of  circumstances  may  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  a  withdrawal  of 
support  by  Flynn.  According  to 
the  Phoenix,  Flynn  has  said  he 
was  unaware  Scondras  was  gay 
until  election  day,  four  days  after 
his  radio  spot  disavowing  any  can¬ 
didate  endorsements.  However, 
Joe  Fisher,  Flynn’s  campaign 
manager,  reportedly  told  the 
Phoenix  he  found  out  Scondras 
was  gay  several  days  before  taping 
the  spot,  and  that  he  and  Flynn 
had  discussed  the  possibility  that  a 
Flynn  endorsement  of  a  gay  can¬ 
didate  might  anger  constituents 
and  provoke  a  damaging  literature 
drop  in  South  Boston.  Scondras 
told  GCN  that  rumors  had  been 
circulating  that  a  leaflet  associat¬ 
ing  Flynn,  him  and  an  interview 
Scondras  gave  to  GCN  during  the 
campaign  (see  GCN,  Vol.  9,  No. 
14)  was  to  be  distributed  through¬ 
out  South  Boston.  Indeed,  a  drop 
was  made  in  West  Roxbury  of  a 
leaflet  with  unauthorized  reprints 
of  excerpts  of  the  GCN  interview 
on  one  side  and  a  letter  sent  by  the 
Scondras  campaign  to  selected 
lesbian  and  gay  voters  in  Boston 
on  the  other. 


Several  Scondras  supporters 
have  privately  expressed  concern 
that  the  Scondras  campaign  was 
too  “compartmentalized”  —  that 
Scondras  tried  to  run  as  “the  gay 
candidate”  in  some  parts  of  town 
while  running  as  the  tenants’ 
rights  candidate  in  other  parts. 
The  criticism  here  has  been  di¬ 
rected  not  at  Scondras’  strategy  of 
targeting  various  areas  of  the  city 
with  literature  and  speeches 
geared  toward  the  special  interests 
of  those  particular  neighbor¬ 
hoods,  but  has  pointed  to  the 
defensive  reactions  of  Scondras 
and  his  campaign  workers  to  the 
diffusion  of  specialized  campaign 
statements  over  neighborhood 
borders. 

It  is  worthwhile  to  pause  here, 
however,  to  consider  an  alarming 
parallel  drawn  by  the  Phoenix 
article  between  Kelly’s  seeming  re¬ 
luctance  to  have  his  criminal 
record  reviewed  and  Scondras’ 
alleged  reluctance  to  tell  Flynn  he 
was  gay.  No  matter  how  valid  the 
criticism  of  Scondras  may  be  (and 
Scondras  claims  he  was  quoted 
out  of  context  by  the  Phoenix),  to 
draw  a  parallel  between  the 
criminal  record  of  one  candidate 
and  the  homosexuality  of  another 
is  to  stumble  into  a  particularly 
insidious  form  of  homophobia;  it 
is  to  equate  homosexuality  with 
criminality. 

In  hindsight,  it  is  apparent  that 
Scondras’  “compartmentaliza- 
tion”  was  in  part  aimed  at  attract¬ 
ing  and  holding  onto  an  endorse¬ 
ment  by  Ray  Flynn.  But  at  this 
point  we  must  ask  the  question. 
Why  would  David  Scondras  want 
an  endorsement  from  Ray  Flynn? 

Obviously,  a  statement  of  sup¬ 
port  from  the  most  popular  can¬ 
didate  in  the  race  could  go  a  long 
way  toward  winning  the  election. 
But  who  is  Ray  Flynn? 

Ray  Flynn’s  advocacy  in  recent 
years  of  the  rights  of  tenants  and 
the  elderly  has  begun  to  earn  him 
a  citywide  reputation  as  a  liberal, 
especially  among  those  who  have 
forgotten  his  staunch  opposition 
to  busing.  The  only  people  in  the 
city  who  seem  to  remember  those 
days  are  in  the  black  community; 
Flynn  ran  well  in  every  part  of  the 
city  except  the  South  End,  Rox¬ 
bury  and  Mattapan.  And  Flynn  is 
no  friend  of  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community,  either.  Earlier  this 
year,  Flynn  told  GCN  that  he 
would  oppose  a  city  ordinance 
banning  discrimination  in  employ¬ 
ment  on  the  basis  of  sexual  prefer¬ 
ence  because  it  would  allow  for 
the  possibility  of  homosexual 
teachers  in  the  public  schools. 

If  there  is  a  lesson  to  be  drawn 
from  this  tale,  it  would  seem  to  be 
that  David  Scondras  erred  in 
placing  too  much  value  on  Ray 
Flynn’s  influence  and  too  much 
faith  in  Flynn’s  new  reputation  as 
a  liberal. 

Lest  we  end  on  too  negative  a 
note,  however,  we  should  stop  to 
consider  just  how  well  David 
Scondras  fared  in  this  election.  He 
finished  twelfth  in  a  race  for  nine 
seats,  just  2400  votes  short  of 
success  in  an  election  which  drew 
88,600  to  the  polls.  That’s  an  ex¬ 
cellent  showing  for  a  first-time 
candidate.  Given  the  extensive  or¬ 
ganization  and  support  he  has 
built  out  of  effective  coalitions  be¬ 
tween  the  black,  Hispanic  and 
lesbian  and  gay  communities, 
Scondras  stands  to  do  rather  well 
if  he  should  decide  to  run  in  two 
years’  time.  The  approval  of  dist¬ 
rict  representation  will  most  likely 
give  him  an  added  boost.  Scon¬ 
dras  may  have  made  some 
mistakes  this  time  around,  but  the 
experience  and  support  he  has 
gained  should  serve  him  well  in 
the  future. 
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TH€  GVM 

A  Fitness  Center  For  Men 

in  Boston 


For  Membership  Info  Call:  267_5320 


Stained  Glass 

traditional  &  contemporary 
custom  desisns  &  etchinss 
restorations 


Joe  Fleming,  mfa 

265-2289 

eveninss 


John  P.  Ward 

Attorney  at  Law 

Cindy  T.  Rizzo  Attorney 
David  R.  Lurid  Law  Clerk 
Relationship  Contracts  Immigration 
Wills  Civil  &  Criminal  Litigation 

Incorporations  Real  Estate  Transactions 

Corporate  Matters  Estate  Planning 

2  Park  Square*Boston,  Massachusetts  02116»617-426-2020 


behavior 
associates 
of  boston 


Serving  the  Community 

Weight  Control  •  Social  Skills  Training 

Anxiety  Reduction  •  Phobias 

Depression  •  Hypnosis 

Assertiveness  Training  •  Counseling 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Couples  Counseling 

For  a  consultation  with  one  of  our  licensed 
psychologists,  social  workers  or  career  counselors, 
call  262-9116 
Insurance  Accepted 

45  NEWBURY  STREET.  BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 


South  End  /  Boston 

apartment  rentals 
real  estate  sales 
condominiums 

Bennett  /  Bowen  Assoc. 

619A  Tremont  St.,  Boston  267-5320 


Lee  Judith  Orloff,  Ph.D. 


Licensed  Psychologist 

serving  the  gay  community 

relationship  and  family 
issues,  weight  control, 
stress  reduction,  relaxation 
assertiveness  training 

354-7939  insurance 

Cambridge  accepted 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

SO.  STATION  423-4340 


-  DIRECT  FROM  NEW  YORK 

“KISS” 

“Gray  Hanky  Left” 


n  \  Discharge 
^  '  Wet  Shorts 


Boston's  Best  At!  Ala/e  Show! 


David  Bellville 
and  Associates 

Career  Counseling 
Assertiveness  Training 
Therapy  for  Individuals, 

Couples,  Groups,  Families 
Stress  of  Multiple  Roles 
Workshops 

Copley  Square  (61 7)  266-1 450 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 

partnerships/corporations 


FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 


Your  Insurance  Needs 

Life,  Disability  and  Retirement  Needs 

IRA  &  KEOGH  PLANS 
WRITTEN 

David  L.  Frenette  phone  776-8454  or  329-2770 


SjXl;  J©S-25», 


a»cA  '  524 


Women  owned  &  operated 
Free  homeowners  eounselin*' 
for  Jainaiea  Plain  buyers 
OPEN  WEEKENDS 


Pewter  Mini -Vase! 


ONLY 

3" 

HIGH! 


$17.95ea . 
PPd- 


GIFT 

BOXEO 


\ 
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PHILLIPS  RD. 
I0L0EN.  MA  01520 


2  for 
$30  00! 

VISA 
MASTERCARD 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  EDITIONS 
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Ji  UlLLI 


542-3945 


All  Sales  Final 


ARTISTIC  DIRECTORS 
E.  VIRGINIA  WILLIAMS 
VIOLETTE  VERDY 


•JOIN  THE  BOSTON 
BALLET  IN  CELEBRAT- 
ING  THE  METROPOLI 
TAN  CENTER  S  FIRST 
ANNIVERSARY 
AT  THIS  SPECIAL 

performance 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley.  Mass.  02181 
235-8500 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 
255-2600 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


BY  PHONE: 

MON.-FRI.  10- 
SAT.  10-2 

IN  PERSON: 

AT  THE 

METROPOLITAN  CENTER 
BOX  OFFICE 
MON. -SAT.  10-6 

TICKET  PRICES 

$16  ORCHESTRA  AND  BALCONY 
$14  ORCHESTRA  AND  BALCONY 
$11  BALCONY  ONLY 
$8  BALCONY  ONLY 
$30  LOGE 

INCLUDES  A  TAX-DEDUCTIBLE 
CONTRIBUTION  OF  $14 

PERFORMANCE  DATES 

•MCI  WED.  DEC 9  AT  7  30 
A  THU.  DEC  10  AT  7  30 
FRI.  DEC  11  AT  7  30 
SAT.  DEC  12  AT  2  30 
SAT.  DEC  12  AT  6  30 
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A  Special 
Kind  of  Show 

By  Paul  Volpe 

“Prison  Art,’’  a  recent  exhibition  at  the  Massachusetts 
College  of  Art,  is  a  unique  show  of  works  by  a  group  of  ar¬ 
tists  rarely  seen  by  the  general  public.  A  group  who  share 
a  common  bond  —  they  are  all  prisoners. 

The  title  of  this  show,  “Prison  Art,”  is  itself  unique,  a 
contradiction  in  terms.  “Prison”  is  a  powerful  word  that 
conjures  up  stifling,  sterile  images,  hardly  a  word  to  pre¬ 
cede  “art,”  which  is  usually  synonymous  with  the  free¬ 
dom  of  self-expression  and  creativity.  It  is  exactly  this  un¬ 
likely  combination  that  makes  this  show  so  interesting,  so 
powerful,  a  curiosity  if  you  will,  and  a  tribute  to  the  hu¬ 
man  spirit. 

Great,  you  say,  but  are  these  works  of  art?  Most  yes, 
some  no.  On  the  one  hand  we  have  talented  prisoners 
striving  to  create  art,  and  on  the  other,  we  have  impris¬ 
oned  artists.  Most  of  the  work  would  hold  up  if  taken  out 
of  the  context  of  “prison  art,”  while  others,  only  a  few, 
would  fall  apart  without  this  base.  We  know,  however, 
that  this  is  a  prison  art  -Tow  and  every  piece  commands 
attention  by  the  sheer  fact  that  it  exists  at  all. 


By  Cindy  Patton 

After  seeing  the  recent  exhibit  at  the  Massachusetts  College  of  Art 
of  painting,  photography  and  collage  by  prisoners,  I  interviewed 
Ray  Langenbach,  who  has  worked  on  the  Prison  Art  Project  for 
many  years.  We  discussed  his  involvement  with  the  project  and  the 
men  at  Walpole  Prison,  how  the  project  had  changed  him  and  the 
prison  artists  he  has  worked  with. 

GCN:  How  did  the  prison  art  project  get  started? 

Ray:  The  project  started  in  1969  as  a  conscientious  objec¬ 
tion  for  a  Harvard  student,  who  later  got  support  from  the 
Museum  of  Fine  Arts.  He  got  a  board  of  trustees 
together,  and  then  moved  the  project  into  Framingham 
prison,  where  the  project  stayed  for  about  eight  years. 
They  developed  a  printing  program,  which  became  in¬ 
dependent  and  split  off,  moving  to  Boston.  It  employs  ex- 
cons,  and  inmates  before  they  are  released.  After  they 
split  off,  the  program  shrank  back  to  just  providing  art 
programs  in  prisons.  We  did  expressive  therapies  and 
performing  arts  for  a  while,  along  with  regular  art 
workshops.  Expressive  therapies  ended  about  two  years 
ago,  and  we  moved  the  offices  to  Summer  Street  here  in 
Boston;  that’s  when  I  began  to  be  the  coordinator. 

At  that  point  we  tried  to  move  away  from  the  concept  of 
a  social  services  agency,  and  create  a  real  art  organiza¬ 
tion.  The  focus  changed  from  “we’re  providing  programs 
for  inmates  in  prisons,”  to  “we’re  creating  a  bridge  of 
communication  between  artists  who  live  inside  and  artists 
who  live  outside.”  We  developed  an  exhibition  program, 
which  has  greatly  increased.  We  now  have  exhibitions  go¬ 
ing  all  the  time.  Right  now  we’ve  experienced  tremen¬ 
dous  cutbacks  in  our  funding.  Funding  came  from  Na¬ 
tional  Endowment  for  the  Arts,  Mass.  Endowment  for  the 
Arts,  corporations,  foundations,  and  individuals. 

GCN:  How  did  you  get  involved  in  this  project? 

Ray:  My  next  door  neighbor  was  a  director  of  the  project 
some  time  ago.  1  was  going  to  the  Museum  School,  and 
one  of  the  grants  comes  from  the  MFA  to  employ  Mu¬ 
seum  students  as  interns.  He  asked  me  if  I’d  consider  it, 
and  I  said,  no  I  didn’t  think  that  was  something  I  wanted 
to  do.  I  thought  about  it  for  a  while  —  I  needed  money,  so 
I  finally  said,  why  the  hell  not?  So  I  made  a  deal  with 
myself  that  I  would  not  count  on  it,  so  I  could  leave 
anytime.  That’s  how  I  handled  my  fear  of  working  in  a 
prison. 

GCN:  What  were  you  afraid  of? 

Ray:  My  fear  was  that  I  was  going  to  get  beaten  up,  rob¬ 
bed,  raped,  you  name  it,  I  had  it.  My  background  is 
upper-middle  class  New  England,  totally  white  —  I  had 
known  two  black  people  before  I  went  into  the  prison.  I 
didn’t  know  what  to  expect. 

It  was  really  confrontational.  The  inmates  made  verbal 
mincemeat  out  of  me  at  first.  I  had  a  lot  of  white  middle- 
class  guilt,  so  unconsciously  —  the  way  I  approached 
things  and  handled  problems  —  they  could  manipulate 
the  shit  out  of  me.  And  they  knew  it.  They’d  seen  it 


This  particular  exhibition  includes  the  works  of  roughly 
twenty  artists,  and  for  the  most  part  there  is  a  large 
enough  sampling  of  each  artist’s  work  to  give  the  viewer  a 
good  idea  of  the  artists  as  individuals,  and  in  some  in¬ 
stances  to  see  growth.  There  is  a  vast  range  of  styles, 
subjects,  media,  and  approaches  presented  here  as  well  as 
a  broad  range  of  emotions. 

One  can  feel  the  anger  in  Frank  Wells’s  mixed  media 
piece  entitled  “Writings  on  the  Wall.”  The  large  canvas 
is  divided  in  half  by.  institutional  green  and  gray  which  is 
covered  in  red  and  blue  graffiti.  Some  of  the  graffiti  is  the 
usual  sort  —  names  of  friends,  old  lovers  —  but  some  is 
not  so  usual  —  the  word  “help,”  “Let  my  hand  bring  the 
death  of  just  one,”  and  “sorry  no  doctor”  written  over 
“sick  call”  and  “Mass.  Concentration  Camp.”  News- 
clippings  of  prison  riots  and  letters  are  scattered  through¬ 
out  the  piece.  Paint  has  been  thrown  on  the  canvas  and 
smeared,  representing  fecal  matter,  at  times  the  only  wea¬ 
pon  and  means  of  self-expression  a  prisoner  is  left  with 
when  stripped  of  the  most  basic  necessities  and  personal 
possessions.  The  subject  matter  is  of  course  disturbing 
and  powerful,  but  the  interaction  of  the  red  on  green,  the 
smeared  paint  and  drips  create  a  very  strong  visual  im¬ 
pact  that  speaks  the  same  message  as  the  written  words. 

Ameer  Seifula  Jihid,  a  black  artist,  explores  our  fears  of 
color  pertaining  to  race  and  masculinity  in  a  painting  en¬ 
titled  “Another  Feared  Color.”  It  depicts  a  figure  run¬ 
ning  over  a  pink  canvas  broken  up  by  varicolored  abstract 
shapes. 


Sexual  Panxlox,  Dewill  Stewart 


before.  People  go  into  programs  like  this  for  a  short  time 
and  then  leave.  The  inmates  see  all  these  people  making 
money  off  of  their  being  in  prison,  and  have  very  little 
respect  for  people  who  come  in  for  a  short  time  and  leave . 

I  went  in  and  started  teaching  art  history.  There  was  an 
upheaval  in  the  project  between  the  director  and  the 
teaching  staff,  and  I  became  the  only  teacher.  After  that 
was  over,  I  was  it.  I  had  to  do  it  all  from  that  point  on. 

And  I  was  hooked!  When  communications  began  to  be 
made  between  me  and  some  of  these  individuals,  it  really 
blew  my  mind.  Out  here  we  have  a  lot  of  niceties  and 
games  we  play  —  a  lot  of  politeness.  I’ve  had  the  same  ex¬ 
perience  talking  with  people  in  hospitals  —  all  of  the  horse 
shit  has  been  dispersed  by  the  fact  that  people  are  close  to 
death.  You  have  conversations  that  you  don’t  have  any¬ 
where  else,  there’s  a  special  quality  to  the  interactions. 

It  was  the  most  exciting  thing  I’d  ever  done  in  my  life. 
And  I  was  getting  more  value  out  of  it  than  I  was  able  to 
put  in.  But  it  was  working  from  everyone’s  point  of  view, 
so  I  continued. 

There  was  another  upheaval  in  the  project,  so  I  left  for 
a  while  and  came  back  in  summers.  I  got  a  grant  to  do  a 
residence  in  Walpole.  So  all  in  all,  it’s  been  six  years  — 
and  this  is  my  last  year. 

GCN:  How  do  you  get  people  into  the  program? 

Ray:  They  get  in  by  wanting  to  be  there  —  and  being  in  a 
security  situation  that  allows  them  to  be  in  programs  in 


And  then  there  is  Dewitt  Stewart,  whose  almost  photo¬ 
realist  figures  melt  into  the  soft  textures  of  the  paint  itself. 
His  three  works  are  striking  in  their  size,  use  of  color  and 
imagery.  One  painting  depicts  realistic,  icy  blue-gray 
shackles  forming  abstract  patterns  of  the  warm  red  back¬ 
ground. 

These  are  just  a  few  examples  of  the  works  and  by  no 
means  are  meant  to  give  a  general  impression  of  the  show. 
Variety  is  what  is  most  prevalent  here  —  abstract  expres¬ 
sionism,  surrealism,  photo-realism,  photography,  col¬ 
lage,  oils,  acrylic,  etc.  It  is  clear  that  variety  in  media  and 
style  is  what  Ray  Langenbach,  teacher  at  the  prison  and 
organizer  of  this  show,  wanted  to  reflect. 

This  particular  show  will,  unfortunately,  be  dismantled 
by  the  time  you  read  this.  Fortunately,  you  may  view 
these  works  and  more  (including  works  by  women  prison¬ 
ers  from  Bridgewater)  at  the  following  times  and  places. 
Goethe  Institute 
170  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  MA 
Nov.  9-Dec.  4,  1981 
Massasoit  Community  College 
Brockton,  MA 
Dec.  7,  1981 -Jan.  4,  1982 
Harriet  Tubman  House 
Boston,  MA 
Jan.  10-Jan.  29,  1982 
University  of  Massachusetts 
February  1982 

From  Withir 

general.  I  need  to  know  from  the  beginning  whether 
they’re  committed  to  staying,  even  when  their  art  looks 
hopeless  to  them.  Everyone  confronts  the  fact  that  “they 
don’t  have  talent”  at  some  point.  They  become  con¬ 
vinced  that  they  shouldn’t  be  there.  So  it’s  a  commitment 
to  going  through  whatever  comes  up.  They  have  to  use 
the  supplies  appropriately,  not  sell  them,  and  they  have  to 
produce  work. 

GCN:  Do  the  prisoners  come  to  class,  and  then  take  work 
back  to  their  own  space? 

Ray:  Yes,  and  to  me,  a  big  thing  about  the  program  for 
these  people  is  that  they  have  something  to  do  on  the  block 
in  the  evening  —  rather  than  hang  out,  and  maybe  get  in 
trouble.  So  a  lot  of  people  take  stuff  back  to  their  rooms 
and  just  churn  out  paintings,  all  night  long. 

GCN:  Do  you  feel  that  to  some  extent,  you  participate  in 
the  control  of  the  prisoners,  just  by  being  in  this  program? 
What  do  the  prisoners  think  of  the  program? 

Ray:  The  function  of  any  program,  this  one  included,  is 
“creative  use  of  leisure  time.”  And  there  are  huge  chunks 
of  it  in  prison.  The  issue  that  comes  up  for  everyone  in 
prison  at  some  point  is,  what  I  am  going  to  do  with  all  of 
this  time,  with  the  next  twenty  years? 

When  you  go  to  prison,  you  give  it  all  up  —  your  auto¬ 
nomy  as  an  individual,  your  time,  your  space,  and  your 
productivity  as  an  individual  in  your  society.  When  you 
give  all  that  up  you  hit  a  bottom.  I’ve  noticed  that  people 
respond  to  this  in  different  ways,  heavy  drugs,  suicide,  or 
they  turn  it  around,  so  that  time  begins  to  serve  them. 
Some  people  do  a  lot  of  active  resistance,  which  results  in 
being  put  in  isolation.  Some  inmates  want  to  do  hard 
time,  they  believe  that  they  are  there  unjustly,  and  the  on¬ 
ly  way  to  go  through  prison  is  to  fight  all  the  way,  every 
chance  they  get.  Those  people  don’t  believe  in  programs 
like  this  one.  They  think  that  programs  like  this  support 
the  system  because  they  make  the  time  easy  time.  s 

I  recognize,  as  someone  who  comes  in  from  the  outside, 
and  who  gets  a  paycheck  from  my  interaction,  that  the 
prison  system  is  an  economic  system,  the  purpose  of 
which  is  to  lock  people  up.  So  in  a  sense,  I  support  that 
system  when  I  go  in,  and  the  art  project  supports  that 
system  simply  by  being  in  there.  But  my  personal 
philosophy  while  I’m  there  is  to  get  people  to  take  control 
of  their  lives.  People  inside  have  no  control  over  their 
lives,  but  most  of  them  won’t  always  be  in  there.  I  want 
them  to  have  a  sense  of  generating  their  own  creativity 
and  their  own  autonomy,  no  matter  what  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  their  life.  Most  of  these  people’s  lives  were  a 
kind  of  prison  before  they  went  into  prison.  The  kind  of 
victimization  they  experience  in  prison  they  were  ex¬ 
periencing  before  they  went  in.  So  part  of  the  project  is  to 
break  out  of  that  syndrome  and  to  create  an  avenue  of 
communication  with  people  outside. 

GCN:  So  one  purpose  of  an  exhibition  is  to  get  the 
prisoners’  voices  and  perspective  out.  . . 


Art  From  the  Inside  /  Art 


Prison  Art  Project 
253  Summer  St. 
Boston.  N1A  02210 
617-482-7392 


Another  Feared  Color,  Ameer  Seilula  Jihid 


Klectrie  Chair.  Jesse  Marlin  Boyce 


Mv  Scnliincnis.  Alice  Waiulix 


Ray:  An  exhibition  is  a  way  of  getting  other  people  to 
confront  their  stereotyped  attitudes  about  who  an  inmate 
is.  We  have  this  concept  of  inmates  as  brutal,  stupid, 
animal  type  people,  who  should  be  locked  away.  The 
reality  is  that  these  are  some  of  the  most  sensitive,  in¬ 
telligent  people  in  society.  It  gives  people  on  the  outside  a 
chance  to  communicate  with  people  on  the  inside,  and 
vice  versa.  When  someone  buys  a  work  of  art,  they 
sometimes  start  writing  to  an  inmate.  At  the  Mass  College 
of  Art,  there  are  students  who  want  to  come  into  the 
prison  and  meet  the  artists,  because  they  are  so  blown 
away  by  the  art. 

A  lot  of  inmates  have  been  wheeling  and  dealing  all  of 
their  lives  just  to  survive,  and  they  never  had  time  to  find 
out  that  they  had  creative  abilities.  A  lot  of  them  have 
learning  disabilities,  or  they  were  forced  to  go  to  bad 
schools,  so  they  never  had  the  chance  to  discover  their 
own  creativity. 

GCN:  People  have  different  degrees  of  talent  and  differ¬ 
ent  desires  for  their  art.  How  do  you  deal  with  that? 

Ray:  It  depends,  some  guys  come  down  to  do  one  paint¬ 
ing  and  then  they  leave.  They  needed  to  do  one  thing,  it 
was  something  they  couldn’t  express  any  other  way.  Some 
come  down  and  stay,  and  its  a  different  kind  of  program 
for  them. 

GCN:  Some  of  your  shows  have  been  really  slick  —  do 
you  guide  the  artists  about  what’s  going  on  in  the  art 
world,  or  push  them  toward  more  “professional”  style? 

Ray:  It  depends  on  the  person’s  reasons  for  being  in  the 
program.  For  some  people  its  just  to  express.  Some  people 
look  at  it  as  something  they  want  to  explore,  to  keep  doing 
on  the  outside. 

One  man’s  issue  at  this  point  is  whether  he’s  gotten  to  a 
professional  level,  should  he  go  to  the  museum  school 
when  he’s  out.  I’d  say  one  in  twenty  in  the  program  get  to 
that  level,  to  the  point  of  pursuing  art  as  a  profession. 
With  them,  its  the  reality  of  that  choice  —  dealing  with  in¬ 
come,  and  stuff  like  that. 

For  most  people,  its  expression  —  what  is  my  real  ex¬ 
pression  and  how  do  I  get  at  that?  Their  biggest  issue  is 
confidence.  I’m  a  non-teacher.  I  want  people  to  discover 
that  they  know  how  to  do  this  stuff  already. 

I  encourage  everybody  to  use  art  to  express  themselves. 
If  they  go  into  ten  block,  the  choice  is  do  you  stop,  or  do 
you  draw  on  the  walls?  The  real  tragedy  is  when  people 
stop  expressing  themselves. 

GCN:  What  conflicts  come  up? 

Ray:  A  lot  of  them  come  up  over  shows.  Also,  we  talk  a 
lot  about  what  our  relationship  is.  A  lot  of  times  it’s  me 
over  here  and  them  over  there,  and  we  have  to  talk  about 
what  connects  us,  what  the  relationship  is  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Corrections,  where  the  supplies  come  from,  the 
whole  idea  that  someone  somewhere  is  making  money  off 
of  this.  All  of  the  issues  hit  the  surface  at  one  point  or 
another.  Somebody’s  always  angry. 

GCN:  What’s  it  been  like  as  a  gay  person,  working  in  an 
art  project  in  a  prison? 


Ray:  I’  m  not  “out”  to  the  prison.  I’m  out  in  a  vague  way 
to  the  artists.  The  way  I’ve  chosen  to  handle  it  is  to  not 
have  the  issue  on  the  surface.  For  personal  reasons,  and 
also  because  I  don’t  want  that  to  be  the  issue  when  some¬ 
one  is  having  trouble. 

There  is  one  way  that  it  comes  out  —  and  this  is  not  just 
from  being  gay,  but  from  being  a  human  being  who  is 
aware  of  being  alive.  The  things  that  are  surpressed  in 
male  prison  are  femininity,  passivity,  childishness, 
creativity,  aliveness,  spontaneity",  and  sexuality.  Part  of 
the  issue  that  I  keep  trying  to  bring  back  to  people  is  to 
have  their  feelings  be  alright.  Whatever  they  are.  And  use 
any  color.  One  of  the  paintings  in  the  show  is  “Another 
Feared  Color,”  which  is  pink.  That  painting  came  out  of 
a  discussion  with  that  prisoner  about  the  macho  thing  in 
prison.  Which  is  the  first  thing  they  come  to  me  with 
when  they  want  to  get  into  the  program.  They  say,  all 
tough,  “I  want  in  this  program.”  So  the  first  interaction 
we  have  to  go  through  is,  “Why  do  you  want  to  be  in  this 
program,  and  why  are  you  trying  to  frighten  me?  Do  you 
think  that’s  going  to  do  anything  for  your  creativity?”  I 
want  people  to  see  the  range  that  is  available  to  them.  To 
let  them  see  that  they  are  ok  the  way  they  are,  and  that  all 
of  them  has  to  be  there  in  order  to  be  creative  otherwise 
you  create  stereotyped  things. 

The  prison  stuff  has  rubbed  off  a  lot.  A  drawing  I  did 
this  summer  was  reviewed,  and  the  guy  said  it  showed  the 
pain  of  imprisonment.  Which  was  not  in  my  head  when  I 
did  —  it’s  called  “Braid,”  it  had  nothing  to  with  prison. 
But  someone  saw  that  in  it.  Lately  I’ve  wondered,  why 
the  fuck  I  have  this  job.  For  me  there  is  a  lot  of  a  feeling  of 
imprisonment  in  my  concept  of  myself,  of  who  I  am.  This 
job  dramatizes  that.  There  is  something  about  imprison¬ 
ment  that  is  very  fundamental  for  me  in  my  life  —  I  don’t 
know  where  it  comes  from. 

GCN:  Do  they  get  any  flak  for  doing  their  art? 

Ray:  Sure.  Being  involved  with  art  is  a  real  confrontation 
for  people,  because  it’s  seen  as  a  faggot  thing.  But  we 
have  a  waiting  list  of  about  forty  people.  It’s  become  ok. 
People  are  realizing  that  something  is  missing.  You  can  t 
spend  all  of  your  time  building  muscles. 

One  of  the  interesting  issues  in  prison  is  that  somehow, 
all  of  these  guys  have  ended  up  in  a  male  ghetto.  And 
there  is  a  lot  of  hurt,  sexual  hurt,  and  it  comes  out  in  the 
paintings.  One  guy  is  really  looking  at  sex  roles,  and  he 
has  a  painting  called  “Sexual  Paradox. 

GCN:  How  has  working  in  the  prisons  changed  your  art? 

Ray:  I  learned  what  is  really  important  in  art,  in  terms  of 
expression.  When  I  went  in,  I  just  didn  t  know  much 
about  myself  as  an  artist,  and  what  I  needed  to  look  at  in 
order  to  have  a  full  sense  of  what  my  art  was.  There  was  a 
lot  of  nicety,  making  my  art  pleasing  to  other  people.  A 
lot  of  that  is  still  there,  that’s  an  issue  for  me.  But  there  is 
a  lot  more  of  allowing  the  ugliness  to  be  there. 

The  prison  stuff  has  rubbed  off  a  lot.  A  drawing  I  did  this  sum¬ 
mer  was  reviewed,  and  the  guy  said  it  showed  the  pain  of  imprison¬ 
ment.  Which  was  not  in  my  head  when  I  did  it  —  it ’s  called 
“Braid,  ”  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  prison.  But  someone  saw  that 
in  it.  Lately  I’ve  wondered,  why  the  fuck  I  have  this  job.  For  me 
there  is  a  lot  of  a  feeling  of  imprisonment  in  my  concept  of  myself,  of 
who  I  am.  This  job  dramatizes  that.  There  is  something  about  im¬ 
prisonment  that  is  very  fundamental  for  me  in  my  life  I  don  i 
know  where  it  comes  from. 


GCN:  I  know  what  you  mean  —  it’s  a  strong  thing  for 
me,  too.  Even  as  a  kid.  I  think  it  had  something  to  do  with 
knowing  I  was  gay,  and  1  was  in  the  wrong  place  for  that, 
it  felt  like  1  was  imprisoned. 

Ray:  Yeah,  there  is  a  sense  of  being  on  the  bottom.  It’s 
been  interesting,  the  black  men  I’ve  met  have  had  a  lot 
less  trouble  with  gayness  than  the  whites.  There’s  cons¬ 
tant  bantering  about  faggots,  and  yet,  they  know  there’s  a 
similarity  between  their  situation,  and  having  your  sex¬ 
uality  repressed.  They  know,  I  think,  under  the  surface. 

GCN:  Do  you  talk  about  gavness  in  class? 

Ray:  Yeah,  we  have,  all  of  the  issues  come  up.  But  I’ve 
never  said  “I’m  gay.”  They  know  I  go  to  gay  clubs.  As 
soon  as  they  heard  I  was  from  Cambridge,  they  figured  I 
was  gay.  I  have  no  idea  exactly  what  that  is.  We  do  a  lot  of 
joking  around,  a  lot  of  Fenway  jokes  come  up.  Most  ot  the 
black  men  have  been  to  the  gay  clubs  at  one  time  or 
another.  But  the  whites  —  no,  no,  no!  They’re  a  real 
South  Boston  scene.  But  they  know  that  I  approve  of  sex¬ 
uality  in  whatever  form. 

GCN:  Do  they  joke  with  you  because  basically  they 
know? 

Ray:  Yeah.  I‘ve  known  a  lot  of  these  guys  for  six  years, 
and  we’re  very  close.  Very  little  hostility  comes  up  over 
personal  issues  anymore.  They  fundamentally  don’t  give 
a  shit  if  I’m  gay,  and  that’s  what’s  stupid  about  my  posi¬ 
tion  of  not  telling  them.  I’ve  been  afraid  of  getting  the 
program  attached  to  any  group  or  label,  because  we  are 
independent,  we’re  not  part  of  any  community  groups. 
That  comes  up  around  other  issues,  too.  I  did  est  and  1 
wanted  to  get  est  training  in,  and  I  had  to  put  that  in  the 
closet  too,  because  the  administration  gets  very  weird 
very  quickly. 

GCN:  What’s  the  ratio  of  blacks  to  whites  in  your  classes? 

Ray:  About  75%  or  80%  black.  I’ve  wondered  about 
that.  The  blacks  in  general,  have  educated  themselves  a 
lot  more  in  prison  —  that’s  my  impression  —  they  have  a 
tight  structure  and  support  each  other  in  a  way  that-the 
whites  do  not .  The  whites  don’t  treat  each  other  very  well. 
The  black  men  get  programs  going,  music  programs, 
Islam  courses,  writing  workshops.  Whites  participate,  but 
they  are  rarely  the  generating  force  of  the  program. 

GCN:  I  was  really  impressed  by  the  show  —  it  was  gripp¬ 
ing  in  a  way  other  shows  aren’t  —  I  couldn’t  look 
enough . . . 

Ray:  The  work  you  see  at  a  prison  art  show  affects  you  at 
a  level  that  other  art  doesn’t  because  it’s  so  aware  of  the 
economic  thing  that  it’s  feeding  into.  There  is  enormous 
emotional  stuff  in  these  paintings.  Even  simple  landscapes 
—  the  light  is  fluorescent  because  that  is  the  lighting  in  a 
prison.  Sometimes  the  trees  don’t  have  bases,  because  all 
they  can  see  is  the  tops  of  the  trees  of  the  wall.  Things  like 
that  just  jar  your  reality.  Some  of  these  guys  have  been 
painting  for  twelve  years,  so  they  have  reached  a  highly 
professional  level  of  craft,  but  they  have  retained  a 
realness  due  to  the  adversity  of  their  situation.  It  is  not 
confortable  to  be  an  artist  in  prison. 
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Taking  the  Taxi 


Film  as  Art 

Taxi  Zum  Klo.  Written  and  di¬ 
rected  by  Frank  Ripploh.  With 

Frank  Ripploh  and  Bernd 

Broaderup.  At  the  Nickelo- 

doen. 

by  Michael  Bronski 

Taxi  Zum  Klo  is  a  phenomenon. 
Actually  it’s  a  whole  bunch  of 
phenomena.  It’s  probably  the 
first  full  length  film  that  details 
the  everyday  life  of  a  gay  man  in 
terms  of  comedy  rather  than 
tragedy.  It’s  a  love  story,  a  story 
of  a  relationship,  and  the  story  of 
a  breakup  all  told  in  real  life, 
grown-up  terms.  It’s  a  major  film 
made  without  any  help  from 
studio,  TV,  or  government 
monies.  It’s  a  film  that  is 
concerned  solely  with  the  lives  of 
homosexual  men  and  is  still  a  big 
hit  with  straight  people.  It’s  a  film 
that  succeeds  in  entertaining 
through  the  sheer  force  of  its 
honesty. 

First  some  quick  background. 
Taxi’s  writer,  director  and  star  — 
Frank  Ripploh  —  was  fired  from 
his  teaching  job  in  1978  when  he 
came  out  in  Stern,  a  German 
weekly.  A  part  time  artist  and 
writer,  he  took  up  filmmaking  as  a 
full  time  project.  Taxi  Zum  Klo  (it 
translates  either  as  Taxi  to  the 
Toilet  or  Taxi  to  the  John  depend¬ 
ing  on  how  high-tone  you  want  to 
be)  is  his  first  feature  length  film, 
made  for  $50,000.  A  surprise  hit, 
it  won  the  Max  Ophuls  prize 
($10,000)  as  “the  best  film  by  a 
German  director  of  the  rising  gen¬ 
eration  in  the  tradition  of  Ophuls’ 
erotic  comedies.”  It  was  a  hit  in 
its  commercial  run  in  Germany, 
and  a  hit  when  it  premiered  here  at 
the  New  York  Film  Festival. 

It’s  a  well  known  maxim  in  the 
industry  that  gay  art  goes  no 
where:  so  why  are  all  these  people 
going  to  see,  and  liking,  Taxi  to 
the  Toilet ?  Although  it  is  loosely 
based  upon  the  life  of  the  writer/ 
director  Taxi  is  not  strictly  a 
documentary;  it’s  more  of  a  re¬ 
creation.  Most  of  the  film  shows 
Frank’s  everyday  life:  getting  up, 
shitting,  eating,  teaching,  cruising 
tearooms,  having  sex,  driving 
around  thinking  to  himself,  cruis¬ 
ing,  going  to  the  VD  clinic,  going 
to  the  teachers’  bowling  league 
association  meeting,  cruising,  and 
all  those  other  things  that  your 
average  urban  gay  male  fills  his 
hours  with.  Frank’s  life  changes 
when  he  meets  Bernd  —  who 
works  in  a  porno  cinema  —  and 
they  fall  in  love.  And  like  all 
modern  love  stories  they  find  that 
they  have  problems  and  eventually 
break  up.  All  in  all,  it’s  like 
running  into  your  good  friend 
down  at  the  bar  and  you  proceed 
to  tell  each  other  what  you’ve 
done  lately. 

Although  the  narrative  line  of 


Taxi  is  the  love  affair  of  Frank 
and  Bernd,  the  bulk  of  the  film  is 
made  up  of  the  details  of  Frank’s 
life:  his  bulletin  board  with  gay 
liberation  buttons,  movie  star  pic¬ 
tures,  postcards;  his  private 
thoughts  about  life  as  he  rides 
through  the  city;  his  fantasies  of 
Sonja  Henie  skating  as  he  and  his 
lover  frolic  on  a  frozen  pond.  Rip¬ 
ploh  has  taken  all  these  everyday 
things  and  transformed  them  into 
a  crazy  patchwork  quilt  that  is  a 
strikingly  accurate  representation 
of  post-Stonewall  gay  male  life. 

Part  of  the  power  and  appeal  of 
Taxi  to  the  Toilet  is  that  it  breaks 
from  the  traditional  film 
approach  to  romance.  The  old 
Hollywood  myths  die  hard.  The 
days  of  living  happily  ever  after 
have  been  long  gone  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  sixties.  Breaking 
up  became  the  fashionable  ending 
for  a  film:  the  cynicism  of  Darling 
shines  here.  Both  of  these  stances 
were  essentially  false  because  they 
dealt  with  fantasy  and  not 
people’s  lives.  Annie  Hall,  for  all 
of  its  sentimentality,  was  probably 
one  of  the  first  modern,  post¬ 
sixties,  romances:  people  found 
that  they  could  not  live  with  the 
life  scripts  they  had  been  handed. 
And  after  they  broke  up,  life  went 
on. 

Taxi  to  the  Toilet  is  in  the  same 
tradition,  but  does  it  one  better  by 
making  its  hero  (or  anti-hero, 
depending  on  one’s  point  of  view) 
less  nebbishy/likeable,  and  by 
showing  the  lives  of  everyday 
people  (ordinary,  if  you  wish). 
Taxi  strikes  us  as  “real”  not  just 
because  of  the  direct  correspond¬ 
ence  between  life  and  screen 
image,  but  because  it  represents 
the  confusions  that  most  people 
have  about  relationships. 

Most  of  the  reviews  praise  the 
film  and  say  that  it  could  be  the 
story  of  any  relationship  breaking 
up.  I  suspect  that  they  have  to  say 
this  because  they  enjoyed  the  film 
and  as  we  have  all  been  taught  in 
school,  art  must  be  universal.  No 
one  raises  the  question  of  why  the 
best  film  about  love  relationships 
was  made  by  a  homosexual.  I 
suspect  that  it  is  Ripploh’ s  sexual¬ 
ity  (and  all  the  social  standing  at¬ 
tached  to  that)  that  allowed  him  to 
make  such  an  honest,  non¬ 
romantic  movie.  While  it  is  true 
that  straight  people  may  relate  to 
Frank  and  Bernd’s  domestic  prob¬ 
lems  (fidelity,  monogamy,  and 
homebody  vs.  gadabout)  only  a 
homosexual  would  have  the  social 
distance  to  present  them  the  way 
that  Ripploh  does. 

Whichever  way  you  look  at  it. 
Taxi  To  the  Toilet  is  an  amazing 
film.  It  is  honest,  gutsy,  deals  with 
a  non-marketable  subject  (queer¬ 
ness),  looks  good,  and  keeps  us 


glued  to  the  screen.  Made  for  the 
little  money  it  was  —  and  don’t 
forget,  in  Hollywood  $50,000  is 
what  most  stars  get  before  they 
sign  the  contract  —  Trip  to  the 
Toilet  is  almost  enough  to  give 
you  hope  for  the  future  of  movies. 

Art  as  Politics 

A  Dialogue  Between 
Michael  Bronski  and  Nancy  Wechsler 

Michael:  When  I  first  saw  Taxi  I 
loved  it.  There  were  a  lot  of  other 
gay  men  there  and  I  came  out  feel¬ 
ing  really,  really  good.  It  seemed 
very  authentic  to  me.  I  get  valida¬ 
tion  in  my  life  —  for  who  I  am 
and  what  I  do  —  but  it’s  exciting 
to  see  it  up  there  on  the  big  screen. 
Nancy:  I  thought  it  was  a  really 
good  film.  It  rang  very  true  of 
what  I  know  about  gay  men. 
What  I  really  appreciated  was  that 
it  actually  had  gay  sex  in  it.  Lately 
I’ve  been  sick  of  seeing  heterosex 
in  movies.  It  felt  good  to  see  some 
gay  sex. 

Michael:  Even  though  it  was  gay 
male  sex? 

Nancy:  I  thought  I  might  be  dis¬ 
gusted,  or  bothered,  but  then  I 
felt  that  it  was  a  bold  thing  to 
show.  Most  gay  movies  don’t  have 
sex.  Word  Is  Out  is  a  great  film 
for  its  time,  but  it  doesn’t  have 
any  sex.  It  seems  like  an  important 
time  to  put  that  out.  I  mean, 
people  do  want  to  know  what  gay 
people  do  in  bed  and  I  think  that 
this  movie  incorporates  what  gay 
men  do  all  over  the  place  —  not 
just  in  bed  —  in  a  way  that  made  a 
lot  of  sense,  made  me  able  to 
relate  to  it.  I  thought  many  of  the 
sex  scenes  were  beautifully  done. 
Michael:  I’m  not  sure  why  but 
most  sex  in  movies  seems  fake.  I 
see  a  lot  of  gay  male  porn  and  al¬ 
though  I  might  get  off  on  a  body 
or  a  situation.it  never  feels  the  way 
this  film  does.  Like  when  they 
were  in  the  bathtub  fiddling 
around,  sucking  on  each  other’s 
feet  and  fingers.  It  felt  just  like 
when  you  have  sex:  nice  and  easy 
and  casual  and  not  a  big  deal.  It 
was  wonderful  to  see  as  a  gay 
man,  but  just  as  a  movie  goer 
seeing  any  sex  that  looks  real  is  a 
breakthrough. 

Nancy:  I  liked  the  scene  in  the 
bathtub,  too.  The  sex  was  much 
more  sensual  than  I  expected.  I 
have  an  image  of  male  sexuality  as 
being  more  completely  focused  on 
genitals.  It  was  good  to  see  the 
men  be  sensual  with  each  other. 
Michael:  As  far  as  relationship 
movies  go  it’s  much  better  than 
anything  that  in,  say,  Annie  Hall. 
Nancy:  But  I  think  it’s  a  movie 
that  some  lesbians  are  going  to  be 
disgusted  by,  or  have  a  hard  time 
seeing. 

Michael:  By  the  lifestyle  or  the  ex¬ 


plicit  sex? 

Nancy:  Both.  But  some  lesbians 
will  find  it  erotic  and  get  into  it  — 

I  think  a  lot  of  women  will  like  the 
massage  scene. 

Michael:  I  think  that  for  myself 
and  some  other  gay  men  it  has 
even  more  personal  meanings. 
Like  the  bathroom  scenes.  I’ve 
cruised  bathrooms  for  years  and 
people  have  the  idea  that  it’s 
humiliating  or  dirty.  But  I’ve  had 
some  wonderful  times  in  bath¬ 
rooms.  It  can  be  a  social  as  well  as 
a  sexual  experience  and  the  film 
shows  that  —  it’s  probably  the 
only  film  to  ever  show  it.  Some 
people  might  be  put  off  by  the 
situation  —  but  as  someone  who 
does  those  things  it  felt  authentic 
and  good. 

Nancy:  I  wasn’t  into  all  the  things 
that  he  did  but  I  was  glad  to  see 
them  there  because  it’s  all  part  of 
our  lives. 

Michael:  And  everything  he  does 
—  especially  the  sex  —  is  seen  as 
enjoyable.  He  actually  enjoys  sex, 
and  wants  it  as  much  as  possible. 
You  really  aren’t  allowed  to  enjoy 
sex  in  Hollywood  films  —  not 
only  gay  sex,  but  any  sex.  Some¬ 
one  joked  as  we  left  the  theater 
that  it  wasn’t  really  a  gay  film  be¬ 
cause  there  were  no  suicides. 
Nancy:  It’s  a  good  educational 
film  for  anybody  who  didn’t 
know  much  about  gay  men’s  lives. 
And  I  also  think  it’s  educational 
about  S/M.  It’s  clear  he  is  into  it 
to  some  degree.  He  gets  decked 
out  in  leather  with  his  leather  hat 
and  he’s  real  cute.  And  here  he  is, 
a  complete  person  who  is  into  lots 
of  things,  one  of  which  is  S/M.  I 
thought  that  might  smash  a  few 
images. 

Michael:  I’ve  written  about  S/M 
and  people  think  that  that  is  all 
you  do.  But  there  are  all  those 
other  things:  being  with  your 
lover,  cruising  bathrooms,  look¬ 
ing  at  men  on  the  subway,  eating, 
working,  shitting  —  the  film 
shows  all  these  things  as  being 
somewhat  sexual. 

Nancy:  I  had  a  hard  time  with  the 
pissing  scene.  I  thought  that  a 
bondage  scene  would  have  been 
easier  for  people  to  take. 

Michael:  I  liked  that  scene.  The 
image  most  people  have  is  that 
this  is  humiliating,  degrading.  But 
the  film  shows  it  in  the  context  of 
two  people  making  love  and  after 


- Film 

he  pisses  on  his  friend’s  face  they 
kiss  and  the  piss  is  all  over  both  of 
them  and  it’s  very  intimate  and 
loving. 

Nancy:  I  learned  a  lot  from  seeing 
this  up  on  the  screen.  Everybody 
already  thinks  that  I’m  into  S/M 

—  which  I’m  not  —  because  of 
two  pieces  I’ve  written.  I  hope 
people  don’t  think:  Oh,  god, 
here’s  Wechsler  talking  about  it 
again! 

Michael:  I  can  see  the  headline: 
Not  Enough  Bondage  Complains 
Lesbian  Writer! 

Nancy:  I  thought  the  film  raised 
good  questions  about  sex  and  love 
and  commitment.  The  relation¬ 
ship  between  Frank  and  Bernd 
had  a  lot  of  the  tension  that  every¬ 
one  —  including  lesbians  —  face 
around  relationships.  I  thought 
that  Frank  said  good  things 
against  monogamy,  but  that 
Bernd  didn’t  have  the  same 
chance.  He  didn’t  want  his  lover 
to  sleep  with  those  other  men  and 
that’s  as  valid  a  point  of  view  as 
Frank’s.  But  the  film  short¬ 
changes  him  and  those  ideas. 
Michael:  You’re  right.  But  it’s  a 
one-sided  film  because  Frank 
made  it.  It’s  his  film  and  someone 
creates  from  their  own  point  of 
view.  What  was  interesting  was 
that  Frank  is  always  questioning 
how  he  feels,  what  he  wants  and 
what’s  going  on  with  the  relation¬ 
ship,  throughout  the  film.  That’s 
very  unusual.  In  most  Hollywood 
films  people  just  react.  Here  is  a 
film  where  someone  actually 
thinks  about  his  life. 

Nancy:  I  guess  so.  But  I  really 
wanted  one  scene  where  Bernd 
gets  to  say  what  he  wants  in  a  rela¬ 
tionship  and  why.  To  fight  back.  I 
found  him  interesting  at  first,  and 
by  the  end  of  the  film  he  wasn’t 
anymore. 

Michael:  I  think  it’s  going  to  be 
one  of  those  films  where  there  is 
going  to  be  strong  identification 
with  one  or  the  other  character. 
Nancy:  What  the  film  was  missing 

—  and  I  think  it’s  a  real  failure  — 
is  any  sense  of  gay  oppression.  He 
never  worries  about  being  beaten 
up,  or  queer  baited.  Even  when  he 
goes  out  in  drag  nothing  much 
seems  to  happen.  Gay  people  — 
both  women  and  men  —  face  a  lot 
of  physical  violence.  I  wouldn’t 
want  to  focus  on  that  —  it  would 
take  away  from  the  other  parts  of 
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the  film  —  but  I  think  it  should  be 
there. 

Michael:  In  real  life  Frank  was 
fired  from  his  job  when  he  came 
out  in  a  magazine.  I’m  not  sure 
why  that  isn’t  in  the  movie.  It  may 
just  be  a  matter  of  blinding  your¬ 
self  to  things  you  don’t  want  to 
deal  with. 

Nancy:  I  also  wanted  a  strong 
woman  character  —  preferably  a 
lesbian  —  who  was  somewhere  in 
these  men’s  lives.  I’m  not  sure 
how  to  characterize  how  women 
were  shown,  but  I  felt  that  it  was 
pretty  poor.  And  I  tried  to  figure 
out  how  I  felt  about  that  because  I 
still  really  liked  the  movie. 

Michael:  Part  of  it  may  be  that 
many  gay  men  don’t  have  any 
relationships  with  women.  Their 
lives  don’t  cross.  Just  as  there  are 
a  lot  of  lesbians  who  don’t  have 
anything  to  do  with  men,  for 
whatever  reason. 

Nancy:  I  guess  that  might  be  real¬ 
istic.  But  the  feeling  I  got  wa  that 
he  was  just  not  into  women.  Like 
at  the  beginning  when  he  and 
Bernd  are  making  love  and  the 
woman  who  has  been  beaten  up 
by  her  boyfriend  comes  to  the 
door.  Frank  didn’t  really  want  to 
deal  with  it;  it’s  Bernd  who  thinks 
to  call  the  women’s  center  and 
finds  a  safe  house  for  her. 

Michael:  Bernd  was  certainly 
more  understanding  and  helpful. 
Although  Frank  was  not  so  much 
unfeeling  as  unwilling  to  put  much 
out. 

Nancy:  And  there  is  the  scene  in 
the  car  when  Frank  is  thinking 
that  women’s  sexual  organs  upset 
him:  I  felt  it  played  into  a  lot  of 
cultural  stereotypes  about  women. 
And  maybe  it’s  true  and  honest 
for  him  to  say  that,  but  he  could 
have  counterbalanced  it  with  some 
strong  women  characters.  I  really 
want  lesbians  to  see  this  movie, 
but  I  think  it  could  reinforce  their 
feelings  about  gay  men. 

Michael:  Compared  to  almost  any 
Hollywood  film  it’s  not  bad  at  all. 
Nancy:  That’s  a  depressing 
thought. 

Michael:  It’s  awful  to  be  happy 
for  crumbs  because  the  other 
choice  is  poisoned  crumbs. 

Nancy:  I  would  love  to  see  a 
movie  like  this  made  by  and  about 
lesbians.  Something  that  was  real, 
that  was  about  our  lives.  And  that 
had  real  lesbian  sex  in  it. 


Michael:  How  would  you  feel 
about  men  seeing  explicit  lesbian 
sex? 

Nancy:  Gay  men  would  be  fine.  It 
would  be  educational  for  them. 
I’d  feel  funny  about  straight  men 
but  on  some  level  I  just  don’t  care 
now.  We  need  it.  We  need  it  to 
validate  our  lives  and  to  break 
through  some  taboos.  All  the  les¬ 
bian  films  I’ve  seen  have  avoided 
sex.  It’s  all  running  through 
woods  and  holding  hands.  It’s  as 
though  we  didn’t  have  lustful, 
passionate  sex.  And  I  would  like 
to  see  some  lustful,  passionate 
sex  —  lesbian  sex  —  on  the  screen. 
Michael:  Do  you  think  that 
besides  all  the  economic  factors 
and  discrimination  that  women 
face  in  the  industry  that  there  are 
some  cultural  reasons  for  films 
like  Taxi  are  not  being  made 
about  lesbians? 

Nancy:  Part  of  me  thinks  it  has  to 
do  with  the  repression  of  women’s 
sexuality.  Culturally  the  right  and 
other  forces  are  forcing  us  back 
into  the  closet  in  ways  that  we 
don’t  even  realize.  The  woman’s 
movement  has  had  a  hard  time 
dealing  with  sexuality  and  it’s  get¬ 
ting  better  —  like  “The  Sex  Issue” 
of  Heresies.  But  I  guess  what  I’m 
saying  is  that  I  want  us  to  make 
our  own  porno.  I  don’t  want  to 
use  energy  to  talk  against  sex,  but 
to  make  films  that  turn  us  on. 
Michael:  It’s  funny  that  we  keep 
talking  about  the  sex  parts  be¬ 
cause  in  the  press  notes  Ripploh 
says  that  there  are  only  three  min¬ 
utes  and  twenty  seconds  of  explicit 
sex.  But  the  sex  parts  stand  out  be¬ 
cause  they  are  so  real. 

Nancy:  It’s  really  a  very  political 
movie. 

Michael:  It’s  the  most  enjoyable 
piece  of  propaganda  I’ve  ever 
seen.  It  presumes  that  sex,  gay 
sex,  and  gay  lifestyles  are 
perfectly  normal.  And  that  sex  is 
enjoyable  —  which  everybody 
knows  —  but  we  never  see  it  in 
films. 

Nancy:  The  people  who  made  the 
film  haven’t  succumbed  to  al  lthe 
right  wing  pressure  to  repress  our 
sexuality.  Pretending  that  “we  are 
just  like  you,”  and  pandering  to 
be  accepted.  This  film  just  tears 
through  all  that.  That’s  what 
makes  it  so  wonderful  and  will 
help  people  to  tear  through  those 
barriers  in  their  own  lives. 


GOOD  SEATS  STILL  AVAILABLE! 


“  SMART  ALECK’  IS  BRISK,  TELLING,  ACIDU¬ 
LOUS  AND  FUNNY!  PETER  BOYDEN  IS  WONDER¬ 
FUL!  HE  BRINGS  ALEXANDER  WOOLLCOTT 
BACK  TO  VIBRANTLY  BITCHY  LIFE.  SMART 
ALECK’  MAKES  GOOD  COMPANY;  YOU’LL  COME 
AWAY  DIZZY  WITH  WIT!”  —  Kevin  Kelly,  Boston  Globe 

“  ‘SMART  ALECK’  IS  A  MUST-SEE!  IT’S  AN  EVE¬ 
NING  OF  UTTER  DELIGHTS  AND  SHOCKING  SHE¬ 
NANIGANS.  YOU’LL  BE  INSULTED  AND  REGALED 
WITH  WOOLLCOTT’S  OUTRAGEOUS  WIT,  HIS 
SOPHISTICATED  INTELLIGENCE  AND  HIS 
BOUNDLESS  ENTHUSIASM!” 

—  Frank  Dolan,  WEEI-AM/CBS 


NOW  THRU  NOV.  1  ONLY! 

Info.  &  ChargeTix:  (617)  267-7667 
Group  Sales:  (617)  426-6444 
Senior  Citizen  &  Student  Discounts. 

INSTITUTE  OF  CONTEMPORARY  ART  THEATRE 

955  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02115.267-7667 


GIVE  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

THIS  HOLIDAY  SEASON 

AT  SPECIAL  LOW  RATES 


1  Year  $22 
25  Weeks  — 
12  Weeks  — 

Introduce  a  Friend  to  GCN 

GIFT  SUB.  FOR 


OFFER  EXPIRES 
JAN.  15,  1982 


GIFT  SUB.  FOR 


Name _ 

Address  . 

City _ State, 

□  NEW 

Gift  card  to  read: 


Zip, 


□  $22 
□  $12 
□  $  6 


RENEWAL 


Name _ 

Address _ 

City _ State, 

C  NEW 

Gift  card  to  read: 


Zip, 


□  $22 
□  $12 
□  $  6 


Z  RENEWAL 


Would  you  like  to  renew 

your  sub? 

□  $62 
□  $22 

Would  you  like  to  make  a  donation 
to  GCN?  $ _ 


-3  yrs.  □  $43 — 2  yrs. 
□  $12  □  $6 


Would  you  like  to  donate  for  a  free 
sub.  for  a  lesbian  or  gay 
prisoner?  $ _ 


YOUR  NAME  IS: 

Address  _ 

City  _ State _ 


Zip, 


Make-  check  or  M.'O.  payable  to  GCN 
Do  not  send  cash,  please. 

ADD  30%  FOR  FOREIGN  SUBS. 

□  VISA  □  MASTERCHARGE 

Print  Name  _ _ _ - _ 

Signature  _ _ 

Account  #  _ _ 

Exp.  Date 


Total  Payment  $_ 

MAIL  TO: 

GCN  Subscriptions 
22  Bromfield  St. 
Boston,  MA  02108 
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A  Glimpse  of  Gay  His  tor y- 


Film 


To  Love  Movement 


John  Lindquist,  Photographer  of 
the  Dance.  Produced  and  directed 
by  Toni  Treadway  and  Bob  Brod¬ 
sky. 

Huntington  Hall,  MIT,  Room 
10-250,  Nov.  19,  8:00  (to  benefit 
the  Linquist  Scholarship  Fund), 
ticket  information:  536-1540. 

by  Cindv  Patton 

John  Lindquist  has  a  great  deal 
to  offer— as  a  portrait,  a  film,  a 
study  of  photography,  and  as  a. 
glimpse  of  an  unstudied  part  of 
gay  history. 

John  Lindquist  escaped  from  a 
small  farm  in  Keene,  NH  and  fled 
to  Boston,  where  he  quickly 
became  involved  in  dance  and 
theater.  He  supported  himself  by 
cashiering  at  Filene’s,  but  his  pas¬ 
sion  was  the  stage.  He  made  a 
point  of  getting  to  know  the  stage 
managers  of  Boston,  and  through 
them  met  the  cutting  edge  of 
talent. 

Lindquist  received  his  first 
camera  in  the  mid-twenties  (which 
was  the  infancy  of  photography). 
But  while  he  loved  photography, 
he  never  thought  of  himself  as  a 
professional  photographer  —  his 
first  love  was  dance,  and  he  used 
his  photography  to  promote  it. 
Even  when  Treadway  and  Brod¬ 
sky  came  to  do  a  film  about  him, 
Lindquist  didn’t  think  of  himself 
as  a  proper  subject;  he  accepted 
the  project  only  when  he  came  to 
believe  that  it  would  benefit  dance 
and  the  project  at  Jacob’s  Pillow. 

Lindquist  describes  the  beginn¬ 
ings  of  Jacob’s  Pillow  and  his  in¬ 
volvement  in  photographing  the 
dancers  there.  Once  Isadora  Dun¬ 
can  had  “thrown  off  her  shoes,” 
classical  dance  was  blown  wide 
open.  Up  to  that  point,  men  in 
ballet  had  functioned  primarily 
“to  keep  the  beautiful  ballerina 
from  failing  over.”  Ted  Shawn 
(husband  of  Ruth  St.  Denis)  wan¬ 
ted  to  start  a  school  of  dance  that 
utilized  men ’s  movement.  In  1932, 
Jacob’s  Pillow  became  the  center 
for  this  pioneering  work  in  dance. 
In  1938  Lindquist  visited  the  Pil¬ 
low  and  took  some  pictures.  He 
was  invited  back  to  shoot  more, 
and  was  soon  asked  to  be  the  of¬ 


ficial  photographer  for  the  annual 
Festival.  He  remained  in  that 
capacity  until  his  death,  at  age 
ninety,  in  1980.  This  film  is  both  a 
retrospective  of  his  work,  and  a 
study  of  his  serious,  unself¬ 
conscious  application  of  the  art  of 
photography. 

The  film  is  beautiful  and  mov¬ 
ing;  it  allows  Lindquist  to  be 
himself  under  his  most  revealing 
circumstances.  The  filmmakers 
boldly  break  with  documentary 
tradition  and  let  Lindquist  set  the 
tone  for  their  interaction.  There 
are  no  forced  scenes  where  the 
principal  tries  to  recreate  part  of 
his  life  out  of  context.  Rather,  we 
see  only  Lindquist  at  work,  photo¬ 
graphing  his  subjects.  But  he  is 
relaxed  and  open  in  his  own  ele¬ 
ment,  and  we  see  him  more  clearly 
as  he  really  is. 

There  is  no  overt  discussion  of 
his  gayness,  but  when  we  see  Lind¬ 
quist  working  with  his  subjects, 
his  special  love  for  the  movements 
of  men  comes  through.  His  philo¬ 
sophy,  too,  reveals  itself  most  ac¬ 
curately  when  we  see  him  work  — 
the  role  of  the  choreographer  (and 
1  think  he  saw  his  work  this  way) 
is  to  see  the  potential  in  a  dancer 
and  bring  that  talent  to  the  edge  of 
its  technical  and  personal  poten¬ 
tial,  but  never  beyond.  When  he 
works  with  his  subjects,  he  en¬ 
courages  them,  tells  them  what  he 
sees  in  their  movement  and  what 
he  wants  to  shoot,  lets  them  offer 
movements  that  they  especially 
like,  and  then  just  shoots  it,  with 
very  little  fanfare  or  cumbersome 
equipment  (he  shot  mainly  35mm 
and  generally  out  of  doors  on  a 
special  platform  he  constructed). 

The  filmmakers’  treatment  of 
Lindquist  makes  the  film  special. 
Like  Lindquist  himself,  they  let 
the  subject  speak  for  himself, 
drawing  out  the  maturity  and 
grace  that  Lindquist  possessed, 
but  never  taking  him  beyond  a 
communication  and  intimacy  that 
he  felt  at  home  with.  This  is  not 
the  usual  documentary  style. 

Working  exclusively  in  Super  8, 
Brodsky  (who  is  the  camera  half 
pf  the  partnership)  has  an  ease 
with  his  camera  and  his  subject. 


Unlike  most  documentarists,  he 
has  an  ability  to  keep  himself  out 
of  the  film  without  creating  a 
pseudoobjectivity  that  lies  about 
the  awkwardness  of  sticking  a 
camera  in  someone’s  face.  Brod¬ 
sky  and  Treadway  edited  the  film 
in  a  single  strand  (the  sound  and 
picture  are  the  same  piece  of  film 
exactly  as  they  occurred  in  real 
life)  so  at  times  they  retain 
“mistakes”  or  swipe-pans  for  the 
sake  of  keeping  the  audio  con¬ 
tinuity.  This  technique  is  what 
lends  the  film  its  authenticity  — 
and  its  controversial  style. 

Treadway  and  Brodsky  made  a 
commitment  to  developing  and 
working  exclusively  in  8mm  in 
1976,  partly  out  of  economic  and 
logistical  necessity.  But  they  soon 
discovered  that  working  in  Super 
8,  which  requires  only  two  people 
and  relatively  unobtrusive  equip¬ 
ment,  has  merits  of  its  own.  The 
whole  process  is  much  more  acces¬ 
sible  financially  and  technically  to 
“non-professionals”  or  indepen¬ 
dents.  But  even  more,  the  whole 
relationship  between  filmmakers 
and  subject  is  less  intimidating, 
more  relaxed.  And,  as  both  ac¬ 
knowledged,  they  felt  more  free 
and  open  to  creating  on  film  the 
portrait  of  a  man  they  admired 
and  learned  profound  lessons 
from. 

John  Lindquist  Photographer 
of  the  Dance  runs  only  30  short 
minutes,  but  the  experience  of 
meeting  John  Lindquist  and  see¬ 
ing  a  filmic  style  that  respects  the 
subject  and  art  goes  with  you 
when  you  leave.  A  great  deal  of 
research  could  be  done  on  Lind¬ 
quist  and  the  many  men  (espe¬ 
cially  in  the  early,  all-male  days) 
who  studied  at  Jacob’s  Pillow,  for 
here  is  a  group  of  men  who,  if  not 
all  or  even  mainly  gay,  built  a  spe- 


Sport  Suite:  Basketball.  Shawn  and 
Lindquist. 

cial  place  for  men  to  dance  as,  and 
with,  men.  A  tribute  to  the  film  as 
gay  history  is  its  inclusion  in  a 
travelling  program  of  gay  films, 
distributed  by  Michale  Lumplin  of 
Frameline,  in  San  Francisco 
(671 A  Castro  St.,  94114).  If  you 
love  dance,  movement,  men  work¬ 
ing  together  in  the  highly  intimate 
process  of  photography,  or  if  you 
just  like  an  unpresupposing  Film 
where  the  filmmakers  have  the  ar¬ 
tistic  maturity  to  let  the  film  make 


His  Men  Dancers,  1939,  by  John 

itself,  then  this  is  a  film  to  be  seen. 

Treadway  said  of  Lindquist, 
“He  thought  technical  proficiency 
was  absolutely  the  first  step,  a 
given,  but  that  you  had  to  develop 
the  personality  to  really  make  art. 
...  He  was  88  years  old  when  we 
met  him,  he  was  a  highly  devel¬ 
oped  and  whole  personality.” 
And  so  is  the  film,  though  only  a 
glimpse  of  John  Lindquist’s  life,  a 
brilliant  reflection  of  his 
wholeness  and  maturity. 


"THE  FIRST  MASTERPIECE  ABOUT  THE 
MAINSTREAM  Or  MALE  GAY  LIFE!" 

— Stuart  Byron,  Village  Voice 

"A  BREEZY,  FUNNY,  AGGRESSIVELY  CANDID 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY.  A  self-awareness  of  an  unusually 
high  order  as  well  as  a  real  talent  for  making  movies." 

Vincent  Canby.  New  York  Tunes 

TRANK  RIPPLOH  IS  THE  MOVIES'  FUTURE! 

It  will  be  interesting  to  see  how  this  TAXI  runs  on  our  own 
mean  streets.  Richard  Corliss.  FilmComment 

'A  BELIEVABLE  AND  TOUCHING  PORTRAIT." 

The  sex  and  nudity  will  account  for  the  films  popularity  with 
some  audiences,  but  they  will  also  put  off  others.  And  TAXI 
ZUM  KLO  is  of  sufficient  quality  and  interest  for  that  to  be  a 

shame.  —Janet  Maslin.  New  York  Times 

'AN  EXTENDED,  ROLLICKING  CRUISE!" 

TAXI  ZUM  KLO  is  an  important  movie  because  it  tries  to 
juggle  the  contradictions  of  love  and  freedom." 

—  Carrie  Rickey.  Village  Voice 

Selected  for  presentation  at  the 
1981  New  York  Film  Festival. 


No  on®  under  18  admitted 


©  1911  Promovialon  International  Film*  Ltd  /Ul  ,igbi«  ,« 


Through  Tues.  1 1/17  at  1:25,  3:05,  4:45,  6:25,  8:10,  10PM 
Starting  Wed.  11/18  at  12:50,  2:40,  4:30,  6:20,  8:15,  10:10 
There  will  be  no  8: 15  perform aice  on* Thursday,  November  19. 


Boston 

NICKELODEON  1-2-3 

600  Comm  Avf  247  2160 
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FisherTravel  367-3490 


Hsher  Travel  Assoc 
Harry  A  Fisher 
111  Charles  Street 
Boston.  MA'02114 


AGENTS  FOR: 

Bermuda  Holidays 
Caribbean  Holidays 

Caribbean  Cruise 
One  Week  February  20 


Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours 
N.Y.  Theatre  Weekends 
Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 


c? 

We’re  always  searching 
for  NEW  talent.  Get  your 
drawings  and  cartoons 
in  GCN.  Call  Paul 
426-4469. 


encore  productions 

present 

a  play  by  William  Luce 

KATHLEEN  O'MALLEY 

as 

The 
Belle 

Of 

Amherst 

Produced  &  Directed  by 

FRANK  FORNARO 

Tickets  /  /  group  rates  available  ^ 

The  Church  of  Al  I  Nations,  333  Tremont  Street,  Boston  , 
FOR  ADVANCE  TICKETS  TELEPHONE:  522-5791  or 522-3466  j 


_  k 

“A  Must !  ...a  great  night  at  the  theatre.  Don  t  » 

miss  it.” '  Village  Voice 

“Dead  on-target  and  hilarious.’ me  New  Yorker 
They  dance  magnificently.  Bring  the  cMdren! 
"Inspires  uncontrollable  hilarity.^  ^  ts!, 


monte  CARLO 

ILARIOUS  ALL  MALE  SATIRICAL 

t "dance  company 

%  FRL,S  SAT. 

NOV.  27,  28 

SA  at 

8  PM 

vC  OPERA 

Chouse 


\  539  WASHINGTON  ST 
, BOSTON 

PRICES 
$15,  $13,  $11,  $9 
CREDIT  CARD 
CHARGE: 

426-8181 

Program: 

FRI  NOV  27.  8  PM 
LES  SYLPHIDES 
SPRING  WATERS 
LAMENTATIONS  OF  JANE 
EYRE 

DYING  SWAN 
PHAROAH  S  DAUGHTER 


MAIL  ORDERS  NOW 


TO:  "The  Trocs",  Celebrity  Series 
31  St.  James  Ave.  Boston  02116 
Make  checks  payable  to 
Celebrity  Series.  Enclose 
self-addressed  stamped  envelope. 


SAT  NOV  28.  8  PM 
SWAN  LAKE 
PAS  DE  QUATRE 
QUINTESSENTIAL 
PRAIRIE 
DYING  SWAN 
GO  FOR  BAROCCO 


s 


MIRRORS  STAINED  GLASS  MARBLES  SCULPTURES  VASES  TEAPOTS  BOXES 


Sneak  Preview 

A  Holiday  Exhibit 
„  of  Art  Glass  Si  Porcelain 

1 

*  Opening  Nov.  22, 1  -5  Wine  Reception 

Ui 


^apropos 

P  J  Gallery 

CONTEMPORARY  AMERICAN  CRAFTS 


y  1 105  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA  Mon.-Fri.  10-6:30 
to  Between  Harvard  8t  Central  Square  Thurs.  10-8  |2 

j=S  (  Sat.  10-5  || 
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HUMAN  SERVICES 
PERSONNEL 

A  vancty  of  full  and  part-time  positions  are  available  at  our 
facility  for  the  Deveicpmentaily  Disabled  assisting  our  clients 
and  helping  them  develop  daily  living  skills. 

•  NEW  HIGHER  PAY  SCALE 
Starting  Salary:  SI  1,628 

•No  Prior  Mental  Retardation  Experience  Required 
Extensive  on-going  training  and  supervision  provided. 

•  Promotional  Opportunities 

•  Excellent  Benefits  Package 

•  Convenient  Location 
20  minutes  from  Boston. 

For  further  information  or  to  arrange  an  interview,  please 
contact  our  Recruitment  Office  at  (617)  894-3600,  or  write 
to  us  at  the  Walter  E.  Fernald  State  School,  200  Trapelo 
Road,  Waltham, Massachusetts  02154. 

WALTER  E.  FERNALD 

Siitc  Si  /liH>/ 


We  are  an  equal  opportunity  employer  M/F/HC 


The  Music  Supplement 
s  Is  Coming ^ 


Are  You? 


Here’s  your  opportunity  to  sell  your  products  and 
services  in  our  exciting  semi-annual  Music 
Supplement.  Included  will  be  reviews  of  Kay 
Gardner,  Tom  Wilson,  Charlie  Murphy  and  Meg 
Christian,  also  an  update  on  Rock  Against  Sexism, 
the  state  of  women’s  music  in  Germany,  an  article 
on  opera,  ‘Ova,  The  Roches,  gay  Moments  *  in 
straight  music  and  more. 

The  deadline  for  space  reservations  is  Nov.  19, 
copy  deadline  Nov.  23  . 

CALL  DENI  AT  (617)  426-4469 

Get  the  most  from  your  holiday  advertising  dollar; 
send  us  your  ad  today. 


ALYSON 

4  +  PUBLICATIONS 


N 


W 


FROM  YOUR  NEW 
GAY  PUBLISHER 
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Han-bov  lov  e  has  become 
one  ot  rive  most  controver¬ 
sial  issues  ever  to  split  the  gay 
community.  It’s  a  complex 
issue,  but  an  understanding  ot 
the  questions  it  raises  helps  to 
shed  light  on  a  _  "  v 

great  many  -  , 

■  J 

aspects  ot  ,  .A  \ .,  , 

human  sexu-  VdX, 

alitv.  ->•  In  Y*  ^ 

The  Age  ->■  /*. 

Taboo  (ed.  by  \y<'  '  ;  ' 

Dan  Tsang,  $5.95),  11 

eighteen  writers  look  at  these 
questions  from  a  wide  range  of 
perspectives:  youth  and  adult, 
gay  male  and  lesbian.  The  con¬ 
tributors  include  Pat  Calitia  on 
the  gay  and  lesbian  movement’s 
response  to  man  boy  love; 
Roger  Moody  showing  how 
modern  images  ot  childhood 
have  influenced  our  attitudes 
about  child  sexuality;  and  Erie 
Presland  on  the  real  meanings 
of  power  and  consent  in  human 
relationships. 


0 


OUR  LIVES 

he  Men  With  the  Pink 
Triangle,  (Heinz  Hcger, 
$4.95)  was  named  “Line  of  the 
ten  best  books  of  the  year”  by 
the  The  Advocate  and  “One  ot 
the  six  best”  by  The  Alternate. 
Gay  Community  .Veto  writes 
that  “You  may  find  yourself 
riveted  to  your  seat.”  This  true, 
gripping  story  of  homosexual 
prisoners  in  the  Nazi  concentra¬ 
tion  camps  is  an  invaluable  ad¬ 
dition  to  our  long-forgotten 
history,  and  an  ideal. present  for 
yourself  or  friends. 


0~~  moving,  triumphant  tale  of 

_ courage,”  writes  Thomas 

Steele  (editor  of  Christopher 
Street)  of  Aaron  Frieke’s  book 
Reflections  of  a  Rock 
Lobster  ($4.95)  Last  year 
Fricke  made  nationwide  news 
when  he  took 
a  male  date 
to  his  high 
school  prom. 

I  Now  he’s 
I  written  his 
account  of 
[growing  up 
I  gay  in  a  small 
New  England  town,  and  about 
how  he  developed  a  positive  gay 
identity  in  spite  of  the  prejudice 
that  surrounded  him.  Reflec¬ 
tions  of  a  Rock  Lobster  is 
perhaps  the  first  gay  hook  for 
the  eighties  —  a  story  that 
could  not  have  happened  before 
hut  which,  having  now  taken 
place,  can  give  us  all  new  hope 
for  the  future. 

-  —  -  -  To  order  —  -  — 

Look  for  these  books  in  your  favorite 
bookstore.  Or  use  this  coupon: 

Enclosed  is  $ _ for: 

_ copies  of  The  An e  Taboo  ($5.95) 

_ copies  of  The  Men  With  the 


Pink  Triangle  ($4.95) 
copies  of  Reflections  of  a 
Rock  Lobster  ($4.95) 


name  _ 
address_ 
city  _ 


state  and  zip_ 


Add  75«  postage  when  ordering  one 
book.  If  you  order  two  or  more,  we’li  pay 
postage. 

ALYSON  PUBLICATIONS 
PO  Box  2783,  Dept.  A29 
Boston,  MA  02208 
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Classifieds 

CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISERS!! 

GCN  will  no  longer  accept  VISA  or 
Mastercharge  as  payment  (or  classified 
ads.  Please  take  note,  ads  with  credit 
card  payments  will  be  returned  if  post¬ 
marked  later  than  October  30,  1981. 

ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS 

If  you  are  renting  rooms  or  space  in 
your  own  home ,  you  are  collecting  mon¬ 
ey  from  renters  and  therefore  your  ad 
must  be  paid  at  the  business  rates  (see 
ad  form).  Roommate  (non-business)  ads 
are  for  seeking  others  to  share  the  rent 
you  pay  to  a  third  party,  the  landperson. 

ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS 
All  apartment  rentals,  whether  you  own 
one  house  or  a  hundred,  are  business 
ads  and  must  be  paid  at  the  business 
rate. 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
I've  tried  to  keep  the  plane  aloft 
remembering  all  the  nuzzling  soft 
of  clouds  that  when  the  plane's  above 
who  would’t  dwell  on  whipped  cream 
love? 

Speaking  of  dwelling,  wouldn’t  it  be 
great  to  find  nest  for  thee  and  me? 

I  love  you  more  than  I  hate  your  not 
being  here  tonight. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine1 

ROBERT  BOBBY  BOB 
So  happy  that  the  music  made  you  so 
excited.  Your  letter  was  delightful. 
When  can  you  come  to  see  us???? 

LOVE  BUG 

We  must  all  get  together  some  time 
soon.  Too  bad  our  boy  didn't  want  to  go 

out  for  a  drinkie-poo  .  .  . _ 

Lesbian  wants  to  meet  others  for  fun 
and  good  times.  Sylvia  483-0776.  (18) 

CARDPLAYERS  CAMBRIDGE  AREA 
Gay  professional  women  seeking  to 
form  group  to  spend  a  night  o  2/month 
to  play  cards  &  socialize  at  home.  Inter¬ 
ested  write  GCN  Box  478.  _ (18) 

Anyone  w/info  on  gay  life  in  Sweden 
(Stockholm,  Goteborg,  Malmo,  Uppsala, 
Vasteras,  Norrkoping)  please  write  Alan 
Cook,  bx  123,  Bates  Co  ego,  Lewiston, 
ME  04204.  Am  interested  in  how  toler¬ 
ant  country  really  is,  &  addresses  of  any 
gay,  gay  father/lesbian  mother,  feminist 

groups. _ _ (19) 

Black/White,  Asian,  Hispanic  Gays  & 
Lesbians  —  a  social/support  group. 
Quarterly  —  XA,  279  Collingwood,  SF, 
CA  941 14.  Or  (415)  431-0458,  24  hrs.  (19) 

FREE  REM  DATE  LISTING 
Find  Mr  Right  by  the  US  Mail 
Details  Free  No  Time  Limit 
RE  Main,  70  Government  St 
Kittery  Maine  03904.  

FITCHBURG  AREA  MALES 
Masculine  males  wanted  for  gay  mixer 
Nov  28,  7:30  pm.  Films  beer  socializing 
decent  types  only  call  for  info  (617) 
874-0487. _ (18) 

GWF  32  SELF-ACTUALIZED,  intel, 
dedicated  &  successful  prof  who  also 
enjoys  gardening,  beaches,  mts, 
b(h)iking,  lit,  music  &  art  is  shy,  lonely, 
tired  of  games  &  seeking 
COMPLEMENT.  GCN  Box  475.  (18) 

MAY-SEPT  GAY  COUPLE 
Prof  LF  couple  (24  &  39)  Ikng  for  GWMs 
friends/escorts  S  ME-NH,  Mass  area. 
Enjoy  antiques,  books,  music,  dance, 
nature  &  laughter.  Confidentiality  a 
must  &  assured.  GCN  Box  476.  (19) 

INVEST  IN  A  DYKE  LAWYER 
A  year  of  GCN  salary  +  Reagan  budget 
cuts  =  no  $$$  for  law  school  for  this  ex¬ 
news  editor.  Can  you  help  with  a  long¬ 
term,  low-interest  loan  and/or  a  contri¬ 
bution?  Write  Denise  Sudell  c/o  GCN. 
Thanks. 


GM,  5' 10",  160,  33,  blond,  but  thinning 
hair,  in  good  shape  seeks  a  new  friend.  I 
am  into  massage,  meditation  (TM), 
films,  theater,  reading  about  current  & 
recent  history,  and  teaching.  Am  esp 
into  Mediterraneans  &  Latins  &  foreign¬ 
ers.  but  no  strong  pref.  Am  also  looking 
for  a  beginning  weightlifting  partner.  I 
am  and  seek  a  man  who  is  at  peace 
w/self  &  world,  and  is  also  in  good 
shape,  not  hairy  or  over  38.  367-0095 
keep  trying.  Best  time  around  5:30.  (17) 

LESBIANS:  MOVING  SO  SOON? 
Just  when  yr  apt  was  beginning  to  feel 
homey?  Tired  of  having  to  relocate 
every  time  yr  rent  goes  up?  Have  you 
dreamed  of  owning  a  home  with  other 
women?  We  can  make  it  happen.  Call 
Jil  426-4469  days. 

Anyone  knowing  of  anyone  who  might 
like  to  squat  with  me  in  the  wilds  of 
Canada  please  make  contact.  Jim 
Jones,  Box  106,  Bethel,  Minnesota 
55005.  _ _ (19) 

CHASTITY  BELT? 

GCN  needs  a  cash  box  with  a  lock.  Any 
small  metal  box  with  lock  and  key 
would  help  us.  It  seems  we  have  a  thief 
among  us,  against  whom  such  medie¬ 
val  precautions  needs  must  be  taken. 
Alas .  .  Anyone  willing  and  able  to  help, 
please  call  Mike  at  426-4469.  Thanks. 

GAY  WOMEN  WRITE  AND  MEET 
Everywhere  thru  the  Wishing  Well  Mag¬ 
azine  &  Services.  Supportive,  confiden- 
'tial,  dignified,  prompt.  7  year  reliable 
reputation.  Tender,  loving  alternative. 
Intro  copy  $5  (mailed  discreetly  first 
class).  Free  info:  Box  117,  Novato.  CA 
94948-0117. _ (24) 


IN  MEMORIAL— DAVID  P.  BRILL 
The  times  goes  by,  the  answers  we 
seek  never  arrive.  What  we  know  is  the 
absence,  the  void  that  remains.  Friend- 
brother-lover-colleague,  you  hold  a 
special  place  in  our  hearts,  in  our 
history  that  keeps  you  everpresent  in 
our  lives.  This  week,  two  years  after,  we 
formally  acknowledge  your  death  & 
your  life.  The  GCN  family  that  remains 
&  that  grows  continues  to  fight  for 
justice  and  safety  and  peace  and  love, 
to  reclaim,  for  ourselves,  our  lives  and 
our  deaths.  The  friends  of  DB.  


GAY  AIRWAVES  —  Updated  list  of  les- 
bian/gay  radio/TV  shows  throughout 
the  US,  Canada,  &  Europe.  $1 ,  John  Zeh, 
GCGC,  Box  19158,  Cincinnati,  OH 
45219. _ (c) 

Support  the  women's  music  you  want! 
GALAXIA  Women  Enterprises,  the  Bos¬ 
ton  based  .  women's  record  company 
has,  in  three  and  a  half  yrs,  produced  & 
is  also  distributing,  the  widest  range  of 
musical  styles  &  content,  inc  folk, 
country,  bands,  classical  &  more,  reach¬ 
ing  out  to  all  the  many  tastes  &  needs 
of  the  community.  Presently  we  are 
making  plans  to  produce  another  Robin 
Flower  album,  more  unique  classical 
music,  &  several  other  records.  These 
projects  are  extremely  costly  &  we  are 
in  urgent  need  of  donations  &  loans  to 
make  these  new  records  possible.  For 
further  info  write  GALAXIA,  PO  Box 
212.  Dept  GL,  Woburn,  MA  01801.  (14) 

Lesbian  writer/teacher,  36,  sks 
intelligent,  sensual,  Black  woman  who 
thinks  for  herself.  PO  Box  4424,  Long 
Beach  CA  90804.  ' _ (18) 


PSYCHIC  WEEKEND 
Enjoy  the  VT  Countryside  and 
Learn  More  About  Yourself 
Hypnosis  —  Tarot  Cards  —  More! 

Inwood  Manor  Presents 
Herb  Dewey,  Famous  Clairvoyant 
Fri-Sun,  Nov  20,  21,  22 
For  Details  Call  (802)  633-4047 

LF  23  sensitive  &  friendly  wd  like  to 
meet  others  to  enjoy  the  outdoors  & 
quiet  aspect  of  life.  SE  CT  area  poss 
relationsh ip.  GCN  Box  477. _ (20) 

WANTED:  CAT  LOVER 
To  take,  in  soon-to-be-homeless  furry 
creature.  Call  Claudia  492-4029  eves. 
_ , _ (14) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  numbei 
in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classi 

fieds,  Box_: _ ,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Bos 

ton,  MA  02108. 

ROOMMATES _ 

LF  sks  same  to  share  clean  sunny  total¬ 
ly  renovated  JP  apt.  Safe  st,  yard,  porch. 
Cat  OK.  Avail  now.  $200  pis  util 

522-0244  eves.  Keep  trying. _ (18) 

JP  feminist  hse  sk  LF  veg  political  & 
spiritual  aware  concerned  about  health 
into  dealing '  w/feelings  fun  love  & 
supportive  no  smoke  drugs  or  pets  $125 
pis  util  522-1209  keep  trying.  _ (18) 

2  LF  sk  3rd  to  share  Allston  apt  nr 

buses  &  BFC.  Quiet,  indep,  no  cigs, 
drug-free  .space.  1  cat  OK.  $143  inc  ht. 
254-21 39  after  5. _ ; _ (19) 

SHORT  TERM  RENTL  12/13  -  1/5 
Needed  Boston/Camb  area.  Pref  to 
share  w/other  GM  &  W,  students.  Am 
soon  to  grad  U.C.  Berkeley  in  Eng.  Am 
quiet,  don’t  smoke.  Larry  Groves,  2434 
Hillside,  Berk,  CA  94704  or  call  Sara 

(6 1 7)  623-5588. _ _  (20) 

Prof  GWM  sks  rmmt  for  Ig  6  rm  apt  in 
Ashmont  sec  of  Dorchester  nr  T.  Must 
like  dogs  $150  pis  util.  436-8140  eves 
best.  Ask  for  Randy. _ _ (21) 

3  LF  Ikg  for  1  more  to  share  our 
spacious  Dorch  hse.  Garden,  porch, 
semi-veggie,  no  cigs.  Sharing  &  sep 
space,  pref  late  20s  pis’,  sense  of 
humor.  Politically  aware.  100  pis  util. 

282-9388.  (19) 

Watertown  —  friendly  GM  prof  sks 
warm  indep  GM  w/sense  of  hum  to 
share  duplex  Oak  fls,  frpl,  semi-veg, 
non-smoke  pref.  200  pis  util  923-9440 

_ ; _ 09) 

Arlington  Hgts  2-3  bed  in  house  w/GM 
near  T  &  stores.  3  fls  share  chores  occ 
meals  expenses.  No  smoke  or  alcohol. 
Dennis  641-1234. _ (18) 

3  GM  sk  responsible  4th  to  share  at¬ 
tractive  S  End  townhouse.  $194/mo  pis 
util.  (617)  48  2-0965,  3  pm  to  10  pm. 
_ (18) 

HELP! 

GM  Ikng  for  inexp  living  quarters  in  S 
End,  Back  Bay  area.  Neat  (hates  dirty 
ashtrays)  &  docile.  Bruce  c/o  GCN 

426- 4469^(leave  message). 

GM  Ikng  for  same  to  share  2  bdrm  apt  in 
Bay  Village,  avail  11/1.  Pref  quiet,  neat, 
non-smkr  who  wd  be  responsible  to  fur¬ 
nish  own  rm.  426-0588  before  9:15  am  or 

after6:30  pm.  (13) 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  2  LF  sk  3rd  to  share 
cooperative  house  nonsmkr.  Lg  sunny  3 
bdrm  $158/mo  pis  util.  Approx  200/mo 

total.  (603)  436-2982,  eves. _ (18) 

LF  sk  same  to  share  2  bdrm  apt  in 
Fitchburg.  125/mo  pis  V4  util  No  drugs 
or  pets  pis.  Call  after  5  (617)  343-3182. 

(19) 

LF.  former  GCN  news  editor  now  strug¬ 
gling  law  student,  sks  CHEAP  place  to 
live  near  T.  I'm  friendly,  independent, 
politically  minded.  Can  pay  up  to  $130 
per  month  incl  heat.  Call  Denise 

427- 2355  eves  or  leave  message 
247-8778  days. 


LIVE  LIKE  JANE  EYRE 
(or  the  mad  wife)  in  a  big  old  hse.  Hse  of 
3  LFs  sks  4  more.  Coolidge  Cr.  Veg  no 
pets  or  smokers,  nr  T,  safe.  Sense  of 
humor,  responsible  indep  but  cohesive 
hshld.  Approx  $200  wint,  $120  sum. 
232-0117.  Call,  we’re  jovial. _ (18) 

GM  works  in  ME  needs  permanent  own 
bdrm  for  2  days/wk  Boston  or  within  a 
20  minute  travel  area.  Am  quiet, 
responsible,  neat.  Expect  same.  Box  65 
Kenmore  Station,  Boston  02215.  (20) 

GCN  writer  needs  a  place  to  live, 
preferably  in  a  coop  household.  I’m 
non-smoking,  omnivorous,  and  quiet. 
Call  Larry,  426-4469. 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 
Brighton  to  share  4  bdrm  duplx  $200/mo 
pis  util,  sec  dep  req.  787-5435  aft  5  pm. 

(18) 


INSTRUCTION _ 

The  Women’s  Writer’s  Center:  An  inde¬ 

pendent  feminist  institute  offering  a 
year  long  program  of  writing  workshops 
and  women’s  literature.  1981-82:  Artist 
in  Residence:  Olga  Broumas;  Visiting 
Faculty:  Cliff,  Grahn,  Griffin,  Lerman, 
Smith.  For  info:  WWC,  Cazenovia 
College,  Cazenovia,  NY  13035. _ (18) 

WANTED _ _ 

Canadian  lesbian  sought  for  marriage 

to  American  gay  guy.  Info:  Roy,  2  Lount 
Street,  Toronto,  Ontario  M4J  5A2 
Canada. _ _ _ (21) 

FOR  SALE 


Lesbian  notecards  &  posters  —  photos 
by  Tee  Corinne,  JEB,  &  more!  For  flyer 
send  SASE  to  LLL-G,  Box  30137,  Lin- 

coln,  NE  68503. _ (4680) 

USED  3-SPEED  BIKE  $60 
Or  best  offer.  Jil  426-4469,  days. 

Surplus  Jeep  value  $3094.  Sold  for  $33. 
Call  (602)  941-8014  ext  6648  for  informa- 
tion  on  buying. _ (20) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

VICTORIA  HAD  HANGUPS  TOO! 
Albert  never  approved.  Victorian  brass 
&  copper  plated  metal  plaques  you  will 
not  believe!  For  free  brochure  write 
Denmont  PO  Box  2123  Concord,  CA 
94521-0023  or  call  (415)  827-0822.  (19) 

RESORTS _ 

MIGRATE  TO  ELLIE’S  NEST 
Key  West’s  only  GF  guest  house.  Pool, 
Ig  hot  tub,  sun  decks.  Juice  bar.  Double 
bed,  tv,  ac/ht  every  rm.  Cont  bkfst.  (305) 
296-5757.  1414  Newton,  Key  West,  FL 
33040. 

_ (25) 

NEWPORT,  Rl  CITY-BY-THE-SEA 
New  apt  for  rent,  panoramic  waterview, 
downtown  near  bars.  $25-  MTWT,  $45 
FSS.  Call  (401)  847-9698  anytime.  (28) 

PUERTO  RICO  VACATION 
Rent  apts  less  expensive  than  hotel  or 
guest  houses  wkly,  mnthly,  fully 
equipped.  (617)  426-6822.  Ron,  6-10 
eves. _ (18) 

BUCCANEER 

Open  year  round  indoor  pool  quiet  pri¬ 
vate  retreat  ocean  view  near  restau¬ 
rants  off  season  $12  single  $15  double. 
3  m  N  Ogunquit.  Wells,  Rt  1,  ME  (207) 
646-2140.  (16) 


APARTMENTS _ 

TOP  OF  MISSION  HILL 
Deluxe  1,000  sqft  2  br  w/beautiful 
hardwood  flrs/trim,  solar  hotwater,  free 
laundry,  modern  eat-in  kitch 
w/pantry/d&d,  new  tiled  bth,  eff  gas 
furnace,  formal  DR,  LR,  sunroom  in 
owner-occ  2  fam.  $450  pis  util/sec.  avail 
aft  Dec  1.277-4340.  6-9  pm  or  wknd.  (19) 

ASHMONT  DORCHESTER 
6  rm  apt  near  Ash  St.  Lg  kit  hd  wd  firs, 
refin  newly  pntd  $320  pis  util.  Jim 
825-2692  aft  9:30pm.  Keep  trying.  (18) 

FOR  RENT  IN  AMESBURY,  MA 
Looking  to  have  all  woman  house  3  bd 
rm  V*2  hse  fully  applianced  10  min  to  495 
&  95  quiet  Vi  acre  $550/mo  no  util  gas 
heat.  462-6922. _ (18) 

AN  APT— LIKE  OWN  HOME 
Old  Vic  owner-occ  duplex,  3  fls  &  base¬ 
ment,  yd,  fr  &  back  pches,  4-5  bdrms, 
IV2  bths,  Ig  kit,  dng  rm,  Ivg  rm  w/frplce, 
all  gas,  skylights,  driveway  &  street 
pkng,  4  min  walk  to  Red  Line.  Savin  Hill 
area  Dorchester,  totally  renovated,  fully 
insulated,  storm-screen  combinations 
on  windows.  Storage  space.  $800/mo 
unhtd.  Meme  825-8200. _ (18) 

Gay  owner  sks  tenants  for  Colonial 
style  3-decker  in  Dorch,  Jones  Hill.  5V4 
rms,  frnt  &  back  porches.  Conv  trans,  hd 
wd  fls,  very  clean.  Safe  nbhd.  Call  Frank 
at  825-3900,  agent  for  owner. _ (17) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

Information  on  ALASKAN  and  OVER¬ 
SEAS  jobs.  $20,000  to  $50,000  per  year 
possible.  Call  (602)  941-8014  Dept  6648. 

-  V  •  . (20) 

PSYCHIATRIST 

Gay  oriented  clinic  seeks  Board 
Certified  Psychiatrist  for  4/hr/wk 
position  supervising  MSW  and  PhD  in 
adult  short-term  and  intake/referral 
work  and  some  direct  care.  Resume’ to: 
Dr.  Mariano,  FCHC,  16  Haviland  St„ 

Boston  02115. _ t  (18) 

Boston-based,  international  social 
action/service  agency  seeks  Communi¬ 
cations  Specialist.  Requires  skills  & 
experience  in  writing,  editing  & 
production  of  print  &  AV  materials, 
media  relations;  ability  to  work  cooper¬ 
atively  &  under  pressure.  Avail:  1/1/82. 
Send  resumes:  78  Beacon  St.,  boston,  MA 
02108.  Salary:  $20,000,  (neg).  EEO.  (18) 

Peace  Program  Coordinator  (Austin). 
Work  on  disarmament,  draft,  Central 
America;  organize  &  support  network  of 
peace  groups  (Texas-Arkansas-Oklaho- 
ma).  Some  travel.  4/5  time  $11-12,000  pis 
good  benefits.  Start  1982.  Affirmative 
Action  employer.  Send  resume  to: 
American  Friends  Service  Committee, 
1 022  W.  6th,  Austin,  TX  78703. _ (18) 

Bookkeeper/Accts  payable  clerk  to 
assist  in  small  accounting  office  of 
regional  tour  and  travel  wholesaler. 
Marblehead  location.  Experience  requir- 
ed.  639-0424. _  (18) 

Gay  publisher  needs  someone  with  large 
car  or  van  to  take  packages  to  Post  Of¬ 
fice  twice  a  week.  $60/mo  for  2-3 
hrs/wk  of  work.  Call  Peter  or  Hugh, 
542-5679. _ (19) 

GARDNER  MASS  HELP  WANTED 
Convenience  store  needs  mature  honest 
hardworking  person  to  work  full  time 
weekends  and  holidays  call  John  (617) 
632-7363.  Area  resident  pref,  no  calls 
after  8  pm  pis.  32  East  Broadway, 
Gardner,  MA.  (20) 


Information  on  ALASKAN  and  OVERSEAS 
employ  mem  Excellent  income  potent¬ 
ial .  Call  (j  1 X)  741  -9784  ext  7245.  (21) 

ADVERTISING  MANAGER 
Gay  Community  News  is  looking  for  an 
Ad  Manager.  Sales  or  advertising  exper¬ 
ience  helpful  as  well  as  a  commitment 
to  eliminating  exploitation  of  women  & 
men  in  advertising.  Salary,  commission 
&  health  insurance.  December  1  open¬ 
ing.  Work  in  a  progressive  lesbian  &  gay 
environment!  Contact  Deni  Ozan  or 
Amy  Hoffman  at  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St., 
Boston,  MA  02108,  (617)  426-4469. _ 

PASTE-UP  ARTIST 

Full  or  P.T.  for  Icoal  theatre  chain.  Exp 
helpful  but  not  necessary.  Call  eves  be- 
tween6-10.  Askfor  Jim236-4591.  (c) 

MOVERS _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 

Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 

No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


SERVICES 

CARPENTRY 

Apartment  &  office  remodeling, 
porches,  stairs,  insulation,  storm  doors 
&  windows,  all  types  of  repairs.  Quality 
work.  Ginny  522-1651. _ (19) 


Groups  with  Openings: 
Couples  —  Meets  Mon.  Eves 
Insurance  Accepted 
Gay  Men’s— Meets  Wed 
12:30-2pm 

Work  on  Self  Image,  Relation¬ 
ships 

Call:  BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  739-7803 

_ For  More  Information _ 

MASSAGE  THERAPY 
Relaxing  &  energizing  synthesis  of 
shiatsu,  acupressure,  muscular  work,  & 
reflexology.  Mick  Hazen  522-9164.  (468) 


If  you're  questioning  your  drinking  .  .  . 
it’s  worth  looking  into. 

—Short  term  alcohol  ed  group  to  run 
through  the  Fall. 

—Get  the  info  you  need  to  know. 

—  Give  yourself  a  present. 

Call:  BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 
739-7803 

Leave  Message  for  Pat 


NORTH  SHORE  COUNSELING 
Psychotherapy  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men.  Couples,  groups  &  individuals. 
Sliding  scale  fee.  Free  initial  consulta¬ 
tion.  Call  Shirley  R.  Johnson,  M.Ed. 
(617)  356-5159,  Ipswich,  forappt.  (19) 


GAY  MEN’S  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
SERVICE 
IN  BACK  BAY 

Currently  Has  2  Openings  for 
Individual  Psychotherapy. 
Hours  Arrangeable 
Call  Evenings  till  9  PM  ’ 

(617)  262-9109  Boston,  MA 


GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
A  general  issues  group  for  gay  men 
focusing  on  communication,  intimacy 
and  personal  issues.  Call  Francis  Giam- 
brone  451-1398, 661-4070. _ (16) 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sun¬ 
day  publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted 
by  phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to 
Gay  Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston, 
Mass.  02108. 

Since  we  are  distributed  nationwide,  please  include 
your  area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  telephone 
number. 

Business  :  $6.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Head¬ 
lines  are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

Non-business:  $4.50  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  charac¬ 
ters  per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Head¬ 
lines  are  50  cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

All  apartment  ads,  even  if  you  rent  space  in  your 
own  home,  are  business. 

Box  numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if 
you  pick  up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your 
mail  forwarded,  the  rate  is  $4.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is 
forwarded  at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks,  ft 
you  want  mail  forwarded  for  a  3  month  period,  a 
$6.00  charge  will  be  made  for  the  additional  time. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office: 

Our  hours  are  10  to  6,  Mon.  through  Fri. 


Display  classifieds  (boxed  ads)  $10  per  column  inch. 
Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run _ 


Please  circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

INSTRUCTION 

JUST  FRIENDS 

MOVERS 

PERSONALS 

REAL  ESTATE 

ROOMMATES 

Headlines _ 


APARTMENTS 
JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 
•  LOST  &  FOUND 
ORGANIZATIONS 
PRISONERS 
RESORTS 
SERVICES 


FOR  SALE 
JOBS  WANTED 
MISCELLANEOUS 
PENPALS 
PUBLICATIONS 
RIDES 
WANTED 


at  $ _ per  wk.  $ 


First  4  lines . at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 

Each  additional  line  at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 

Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1 .00/6  weeks  $^ 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $4.00/6  weeks  $_ 
3  months  forwarding  at  $6.00  $ 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  $ 


Name _ 

Address  _ 
Signature 


Please  Print  Neatly 

_  City _ 

-  Zip  - - 


State 


Phone 
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Classifieds 


Individual,  Group  and 
Couples  Counseling 
Career  Assessment 
Assertiveness  Training 
Alcohol  Counseling 
BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square 
(617)  739-7803 

Call  for  Initial  Appt 

MARRIED  MEN  GAY/BI  GROUP 

You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
Gay/Bi  married  men  forming  to  focus 
on  related  issues.  Call  Francis 
Giambrone,  MA  661-4070  or  451-1398. 

(28) 

LEGAL  WEAPON-COMPANION 
Your  Personal  Life  Deserves 

Close,  Alert,  Dedicated 

Protection  From  An 

ASPEN  TRAINED  DOBE 

Special  Training  VI 

For  Your 

Special  Needs 

Call  or  Write 

For  Information  1^^ 

ASPEN  DOBES 

Rt.  1,  Box  46 

Lockport,  Illinois  60441 

(815)  838-8388,  3808 

COUNSELING  —  RHODE  ISLAND 
Individual  and  couple.  Coming  oi 
group  forming.  Call  Professional  Se 
vices  for  Women  in  Providence  (40 
351-2077.  (1f 

t 

r- 

) 

i) 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 

FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Lesbian  Couple 
And  Group  Counseling 
Alcohol  Counseling 

Health  Ins.  Accepted 
Located  in  Kenmore  Square 
247-4861  x58 

SALEM-DANVERS  NORTH  SHORE 
GAY  MEN'S  THERAPY  GROUP 

A  weekly  on-going  psychotherap 
group  is  forming  at  North  Shor 
Community  Mental  Health  Center.  Le 
by  two  experienced  gay-aware  there 
pists.  Focus  will  be  on  intimacy 
personal  issues,  communication 
assertiveness.  Fee  according  to  abilit 
to  pay.  For  information  &  initial  inte 
view  call  David  Aronstein  or  fc 
Shauqhnessy  at  744-5322.  (2C 

y 

e 

d 

i- 

rt 

, 

y 

r- 

d 

)) 

LAUREL  COUNSELING 

A  Women’s  Collective 
Providing  Therapy 

For  Women 

individuals  •  Lesbian  Couples  ■ 
j  Cambridge  354-7316 

TROUBLED  GAYS 

Help  in  accepting  your  sexual  pre¬ 
ference.  Learn  to  deal  with  all  the  other 
human  problems  like  depressions, 
loneliness,  low  self-esteem.  Initial 
interview  at  no  charge.  Ruth  Chessman 
psychotherapist  (617)  964-2510.  (24) 


WOMEN'S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

Individual  and  Couple 
Psychotherapy  and  Referral 
For  Women,  Their  Friends 
And  Families 

(617)  861-8824  Lexington,  MA 


TELEPHONE  ANS  SERVICE 
Discreet  Professional  Efficient 
Low  Monthly  Rate  24  Hrs  13.00 
Call  for  complete  details 
Boston  Area  269-4000 _ _ D8) 


BJ’S  BOOKKEEPING  SERVICE 

Complete  Bookkeeping  Service 
Flexible  Schedule 
Reasonable  Rates 
"Your  books  are  your  business 
My  business  is  your  books." 
Call  Bev  Matthews — 876-6508 


GCN  SPECIALS 

WASHINGTON,  DC 

A  GCN  reporter  will  be  in  Wash  during 
wk  of  Jan  3-8  to  cover  a  story.  Need 
place  to  stay.  Can  you  help?  Write  Larry 
c/o  GCN. 

ADVERTISING  MANAGER 
Gay  Community  News  is  looking  for  an 
Ad  Manager.  Sales  or  advertising  exper¬ 
ience  helpful  as  well  as  a  commitment 
to  eliminating  exploitation  of  women  & 
men  in  advertising.  Salary,  commission 
&  health  insurance.  December  1  open¬ 
ing.  Work  in  a  progressive  lesbian  &  gay 
environment!  Contact  Deni  Ozan  or 
Amy  Hoffman  at  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St., 
Boston.  MA  02108,  (617)  426-4469. 

THURSDAY 

GCN  proofreading  and  layout  (basically 
cutting  and  pasting).  No  experience 
necessary.  We’ll  teach  you  all  you  need 
to  know!  Proofreading  begins  5-ish  and 
layout  6-ish.  22  Bromfield  St.(near  Park 
St.  and  Washington  St.  subway  stops), 
2nd  floor.  426-4469. 


FRIDAY 

Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Bromfield  St. 
(near  Park  St.  subway  stop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  as  long  or  as  short  as 
you  like  (until  about  11pm)  to  help  send 
the  paper  out  to  subscribers.  (There  are 
LOTS  of  them  and  we  do  need  help!)  Re¬ 
freshments  and  good  times.  Men  and 
women  welcome.  426-4469. 


CHASTITY  BELT? 

GCN  needs  a  cash  box  with  a  lock.  Any 
small  metal  box  with  lock  and  key 
would  help  us.  It  seems  we  have  a  thief 
among  us.  against  whom  such  medie¬ 
val  precautions  needs  must  be  taken. 
Alas .  . .  Anyone  willing  and  able  to  help, 
please  call  Mike  at  426-4469  Thanks. 

INTO  BONDADGE??? 

GCN  needs  someone  who  can  help  us 
get  each  of  our  8  volumes  (50  issues 
each)  bound.  Please  call  Mike  or  Amy  at 
426-4469. 

GCN  NEEDS  INDEXERS! 

GCN  has  an  index  system  which  is  fal¬ 
ling  behind  and  thus  a  valuable  tool  is 
not  fulfilling  its  function. 

Indexing  requires  a  willingness  to 
follow  the  existing  framework  which 
was  established  some  years  ago:  it's 
too  late  to  start  all  over.  Indexing  isn't 
particularly  creative  work:  in  fact,  some 
people  might  call  it  drudgery.  However, 
if  you'd  like  to  make  a  modest  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  cause  of  Lesbian/Gay  schol¬ 
arship  and  if  you  have  some  time  (VERY 
flexible  hours)  we'd  be  more  than  happy 
to  show  you  what  needs  to  be  done. 
Call  Mike  at  GCN  426-4469. 


ORGANIZATIONS 

Educational  winetasting  group  forming 
for  interested  lesbians  &  gay  men. 
Some  knowledge  of  wine  or  real  desire 
to  learn  is  hoped  for.  Cost  expected  to 
be  $10-$15  per  person.  776-2704  or 
522-1906.  (19) 

DO  YOU  SECRETLY  LUST 
After  wimmin  in  black  habits?  Do  you 
picture  your  soul  liberally  sprinkled 
with  black  specks  reminding  you  of 
your  venial  sins?  Do  you  feel  guilty 
whenever  you're  enjoying  yrsf?  Con¬ 
fess!  Join  ex-Catholic  dykes  group.  Call 
Jil  426-4469. 

DOB. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs,  8  pm.  35  +  raps  2nd 
Weds  &  last  Fri,  8  pm.  Softball  all 
Sundays.  3  pm.  thru  Oct,  Magazine 
Field.  Bi-monthly  magazine  FOCUS 
$8.00.  Monthly  social  &  fund-raising 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate.  (c) 

BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  M-F  7-10  pm.  Sun  2-5 
pm,  536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON  355 
Boylston  St,  Boston,  MA  02114.  (c) 


WOMEN  PRINTERS 
Typesetters,  press  operators,  strippers, 
bindery-workers,  are  invited  to  join  us  in 
regular  pot-luck  meetings.  Compare 
notes  about  your  |ob  —  hear  informal 
talks  on  occupational  safety,  union 
organizing,  etc.  —  help  work  on  a  news¬ 
letter  and  other  projects  For  meeting 
limes  and  locations  call  266-6644 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  in  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation.  national  legislation,  infor¬ 
mation  clearinghouse,  religious  re¬ 
forms.  corporate  non-discrimination 
statements,  more!  Help  support  our 
work  —  join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  income)  includes  Newsletter, 
NGTF.  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601.  New 
York.  NY  10011. 

Socialist-Feminism  Discussion  Bulle¬ 
tin:  articles  on:  Trends  in  the  women's 
mvt,  reproductive  rhts,  lesbian/gay 
liberation,  community  org.  wking 
women,  soc-fem  theory.  Available  from: 
Solidarity.  a  Socialist-Feminist  • 
-Network.  4360  23rd  St.  SF.  CA  94114 
;  $3.95  (Inc,  postage). _ (c) 

GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tlkva  welcomes  you.  Activities 
include  religious  observances,' 
discussions,  potluck  dinners,  folk* 
dancing,  etc.  For  events,  check  GCNj 
calendar,  call  628-3986  or  524-1617  or 
write  PO  Box  11,  Camb  MA  02138. .  <36)| 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  Concord: 
224-3875,  746-3339;  Dover/Portsmouth: 
431-1541.  CRISIS  LINE:  483-2592,  Sun, 
Mon,  Wed  6-9  pm.  A  statewide  organi¬ 
zation,  meeting  the  third  Saturday  of 
every  month.  Support,  education,  and 
political  action,  since  1976. _ (45) 

PUBLICATIONS 

OIKOS:SINlK  HOLES  &  SEEPS.  A 
Prose/poetry  statement  of  Eco-politics, 
energy  and  lesbian  feminism,  by 
Pamela  “Hurricane”  Marshall, 
Moontree  Press,  available  through 
Caliente  del  Sol,  224  A  Maynard,  Santa 
Fe,  NM  87501.  $5  pis  tax  &  postage. 
_ (820) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 

newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles,  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer  4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept 
GCN,  33  W  17th  St,  NY  NY  10011.  (ex) 

Mail  order  lesbian/feminist  annotated 
booklist.  Send  three  first  class  stamps. 
Womansplace  Bookstore  (GCN),  2401 
N  32nd  St.,  Phoenix,  AZ  85008.  (21  ex) 


MAENAD  MAGAZINE 
MAENAD,  a  women's  literary  journal,  is 
a  quarterly  feminist  magazine.  We  pub¬ 
lish  controversial  subjects  and  fine  art¬ 
work.  FALL  '81.  available  Sept.  30:  Vio¬ 
lence/Violation.  WINTER  '81,  available 
Dec.  30:  The  Lesbian/Heterosexual 
Split  SUBS:  $  1 6/yr.  $4. 50/issue  (inc 
postage).  MAENAD.  PO  Box  738,  Glou¬ 
cester.  MA  01930.  Back  Issues  Avail¬ 
able.  (10-I8even) 

HOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY? 

Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  American  Library  Association 
"Censored.  Ignored.  Overlooked.  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries"  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way.  and  tells 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  if  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kept  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  do¬ 
nate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF.  P .0.  Box  2383. 
Phi  la. ,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)382-3222.  (c)  | 

FOCUS 

A  Journal  for  Lesbians.  America’s 
oldest  literary  mag  for  lesbians.  11  yrs 
continuous  publication.  Fiction,  poetry, 
reviews,  essays,  graphics.  Quality  our 
only  criterion.  Submissions  as  well  as 
subscriptions  always  welcome.  Or 
come  see  us,  first  Weds  of  the  mnth. 
7pm  at  OCBC,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Camb, 
MA  02138,  or  DOB  office.  $8/yr  for  6 
issues.  $1.35  +  40c  postage  for  sample 
copy.  $10/yr  for.  libraries.  Plain  enve¬ 
lope..  For  further  info  (617)  259-0063. 

GRAB  ITT  ' 

Read  In  These  Times,  the  independent 
national  socialist  newspaper.  Each 
week  brings  fresh  and  responsible 
socialist  analyses  of  critical  issues  & 
unique  features.  Congressperson  John 
Conyers  says  we’re  “invaluable.”  SF 
Supervisor  Harry  Britt  supports  us.  Why 
don't  you  read  us?  6  mo  sub/10.95.  In 
These  Times,  1509  N.  Milwaukee,  Dept 
A,  Chicago,  IL 60622.  (29)  (30x) 

POLITICALLY  INCORRECT???  “ 

Did  you  ever  slip,  and  call  a  girl  a  girl,  or 
begin  a  speech,  “Ladies  and  gentle¬ 
men,”  and  feel  good  about  iflTt  If  so, 
you  may  be  politically  incorrect  and  like 
it,  in  which  case  we  would  like  you  to 
submit  some  light  and  frothy,  possibly 
gently  satiric  essay,  story  or  poem 
about  political  correctness  (no 
diatribes,  please)  to  FOCUS  (a  journal 
for  lesbians),  OCBC,  1151  Mass  Ave, 
Camb,  MA  02138.  Deadline  Is  Dec.  1, 
1981.  Please  include  SASE  if  you  want 
your  mss  returned.  Thanks,  ladies. 


Support  gay  prisoners. 
Read  and  answer  our 
prisoner  penpal  ads 
liiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiii 

ItO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
I  (Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  an 
I  Anarchist). 


Il  am  interested  in  meeting  or  for  now 
[writing  to  another  woman  of  25-35, 
[especially  in  the  Boston  area  where  I 
•hope  to  go  when  I  am  free.  I  would  also 
[like  one  of  your  papers  if  possible.  With 
[thanks  and  love,  Lynn  CULBERTSON, 
Ih-1-7,  Box  3877,  Jackson.  GA  30233 
] Greetings,  I  am  a  very  warm  and  sensu 
lous  Aquarian,  21  years  old,  obsessed 
I  by  enjoying  the  finer  things  that  life  has 
I  to  offer.  I  am  willing  to  exchange 
[experiences  with  someone  of  the  same 
caliber.  LISA  POINDEXTER,  #5939,  Box 
[  180,  Muncy,  PA  17756. 


tlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 


ATTENTION  PRISONERS!!! 

The  People’s  Law  School  is  offering  (as 
long  as  they  last)  a  pamphlet  callec 
How  to  Use  a  Law  Library  for  FREE  to 
prisoners.  This  is  to  help  you  take  some 
control  over  your  own  legal  cases  and 
}  to  make  you  able  to  resist  the  prison's 
attempt  to  fuck  you  over.  Ask  if  they 
]  have  any  copies  left  at:  People’s  Law 
School,  558  Capp  St.,  San  Francisco 
CA  94110. 


GCN  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  PRISONER 
PROJECT 

WE  SEND  FREE  SUBS,  BOOKS  (WHEN 
AVAILABLE)  AND  RUN  PENPAL  ADS 
(THERE’S  SOMETIMES  A  LONG  WAIT¬ 
ING  LIST  BECAUSE  SPACE  IS  LIMIT¬ 
ED!),  AND  LITTLE  BY  LITTLE  WE’LL  BE 
LOOKING  FOR  OTHER  WAYS  TO  SUP¬ 
PORT  LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN 
BEHIND  BARS  (WITH  LETTERS  OF 
PROTEST  FOR  MISTREATMENT  OR 
DENIAL  OF  RIGHT  TO  RECEIVE  GCN 
AND  WITH  ARTICLES  ON  THE  POLI¬ 
TICS  OF  “CRIME”  AND  PUNISHMENT). 
WE  REALLY  NEED  HELP  DOING 
THESE  THINGS.  IF  YOU  CAN  HELP 
WITH  YOUR  TIME  OR  A  CONTRIBU¬ 
TION,  SEND  TO  LESBIAN  AND  GAY 
PRISONER  PROJECT  OR  CALL  MIKE 
AT  GCN.  THANKS! _ _ 

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
I  have  a  good  sense  of  humor  and  love 
to  laugh  with  people  who  are  willing  to 
conquer  the  everyday  drudgery  of 
"societal  trends".  My  interest  here  is  in 
finding  someone  to  write  to  as  the 
prison  atmosphere  here  in  Texas  is 
beyond  the  ‘norm* 1  in  loneliness  and 
oppressiveness.  I  hope  you  can  help 
me.  Thanks!  David  WILKINS,  N254356, 
Ellis  Unit,  Huntsville,  TX  77340. 


I  was  given  GCN  by  a  friend  and  found  it 
touching  on  a  lot  of  things  I  like  to  keep 
up  on.  Your  prison  project  sounds  like  a 
good  and  helpful  idea.  I  would  like  to 
help  if  you  could  use  me.  I  don't  have 
much  schooling  but  I’m  willing.  I  am  a 
gay  bisexual  man  and  will  return  all 
letters.  Always  myself,  Robert  Lee 
WHITE,  N01 835-045,  Box  1000, 
Leavenworth,  KS  66048. 


Quiet,  subdued  Tarurs,  semi-educated, 
still  taking  courses,  seeking  guidance 
and  assistance  in  a  long  term  relation¬ 
ship  with  a  mature  male.  Write:  B. 
McCHRISTIAN,  Box  41  N8055, 

Michigan  City,  IN  46360.  


Would  like  to  correspond  with  a  mature 
(stable)  man.  Will  be  completely  open 
and  expect  the  same.  Sincerly  and  con¬ 
geniality  command  the  ultimate  in  love 
and  respect.  For  a  prompt  reply  write: 
Douglas  MANDRBAH,  Box  45699 

N161-560,  Lucasville,  OH  45699. _ 

I  enjoy  music  and  do  art  work  (oil  and 
pastel),  play  chess,  write  poetry  and  am 
very  shy;  and  would  like  to  correspond 
with  someone  special.  Thank  you. 
Bobby  ROGERS,  N154-266,  15802,  St. 
Rt.  104,  Chillicothe,  OH  45601. _ 


“Prisons  are  designed  to  slowly  grate 
away  at  a  person's  sense  of  identity, 
control,  and  self-respect.  They  accom¬ 
plish  this  through  the  elaborate  carrot 
and  stick  game  plan  that  is  established 
in  the  institution.  First  they  make 
people  utterly  dependent  on  the  prison, 
then  they  make  them  hate  themselves 
and  then  teach  them  to  hate  each 
other.”  Jill  Raymond, 

jailed  for  her  refusal  to  testify  before  a 
federal  grand  jury  in  the  Susan  Saxe 
case. 

Illllllllllllllillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

Searching  for  that  special  man.  Soon  to 
be  released.  College  grad  working  on 
Masters.  Prefer  greek  passive  and  have 
wonderful  sense  of  humor.  Please  feel 
free  to  contact  me  and  a  photo  would 
get  mine.  Chip  SKINNER,  N32439,  Box 
2800,  Lincoln,  NE  68502-0800. 

Lonely  Leo  would  appreciate  a  close 
encounter  of  an  amicable  kind  with  a 
sincere  mature  person  who  has  the 
ability  to  stimulate  my  intellect.  Please 
write,  someone  who  can  comprehend 
human  nature.  Isaac  BARR,  N036225, 
Box  488,  Polk  City,  FL  33868. 

Would  like  to  correspond  with  a  young 
man  to  be  my  partner  in  show  business. 
My  name  is  “Baldy  or  Bongo  the 
Clown"  also  the  "Human  Seal".  I  hope 
to  be  out  soon  from  here.  In  some 
states  my  crime  would  not  hve  been  a 
"crime”.  I  was  entrapped.  Marvin 
MATTHOW,  Box  B.  Dannemora,  NY 
12929. 

Love  to  get  to  know  people  and  I’m  new 
here  and  don’t  have  much  to  do  since  it 
takes  time  to  get  to  know  the  ropes 
here.  I  would  love  to  be  put  on  your 
penpal  list.  Thank  you.  Thomas 
PARKER,  N241177,  Box  520,  4-wing, 
Walla  Walla,  WA  99362. 

I  saw  your  fine  magazine  for  the  first 
time  the  other  day  and  was  wondering  if 
you  would  put  a  penpal  ad  in  for  me.  I 
am  bisexual  and  would  like  to  cor¬ 
respond  with  some  gays  out  there. 
Thanks.  Jeff  TRILLO,  N41566,  Box  900, 
3-B-184,  Jefferson  City,  MO  65102-0900. 

I’m  truly  greatful  for  receiving  your  pub¬ 
lication.  I'm  a  25  yr  old  gay  prisoner  do¬ 
ing  time  for  consentive  sex  with  a  16  yr 
old.  I’m  ignored  completely  by  my  fam¬ 
ily  for  my  “crime.”  I’m  not  a  criminal. 
I've  worked  hard  fora  living  all  my  life.  It 
would  mean  a  lot  to  me  if  someone 
would  write.  Robert  Granger, 
B-87455/w-l  10,  Box  2000,  Vacaville,  CA 
95696. 


I  am  gay  and  having  a  very  hard  time  in 
here.  I  just  got  raped  and  the  prison 
said  that  they  couldn't  do  anything 
about  it  so  I  told  them  I  would  do  the 
rest  of  my  time  in  pc  (protective 
custody;  23'/2  hrs  a  day  in  a  cell).  The 
thing  that  is  the  worst  in  here  is  that  I 
don't  have  anyone  to  let  my  feelings  out 
to.  I  am  in  need  of  a  friend  and  I  do  hope 
that  someone  out  there  that  is  in  need 
of  hearing  from  someone  will  write  me 
as  it  does  get  very  lonely  in  here.  Thank  ^ 
you.  Joe  A  DUNCAN.  N164-307.  Box 
511,  Columbus.  OH  43216. 

My  nicknames  are  Toy!  and  Teddy 
3ear!  I  love  lots  of  sex!  Plus  I  am  a  go- 
go  dancer.  Would  like  to  come  to 
3oston  when  I  get  out.  Please  write! 
Jimmy  SHARP,  N  149-696.  Box  511, 
olumbus,  OH  43216. 


/ 


I  am  a  gay  man  who  has  been  in  federal 
prison  for  4  years.  You  can  tell  that  I 
have  been  down  awhile.  I  would  like  to 
correspond  with  anyone  feminine. 
Write  to  Matt  Traynor  (B-4),  P.O  Box 
7000,  Texarkana,  TX  75501, 

I  am  interested  in  receiving  your  paper 
and  in  being  in  your  penpal  section.  I 
realize  there’s  a  waiting  list,  but  that's 
one  thing  I  have  is  time.  I  really  would 
like  a  penpal.  I  was  set  up  by  the  police 
for  a  crime  I  did  not  commit.  It  seems 
they  convict  gays  here  to  hide  their  own 
homosexuality.  This  is  the  pits.  Please 
write.  I  am  Virgo  and  into  exercise  and 
love.  Ricky  McKEEL,  HOD  7th  floor/cell 
1, 2800  Gjavier,  New  Orleans,  LA  70119. 
Liberal  and  open  minded.  I  have  one 
year  left  and  can  relocate  anywhere 
because  I  have  no  ties.  Want  to  hear 
from  those  who  care  about  others, 
especially  those  who  know  where  their 
heads  are.  Would  love  pictues,  but  will 
answer  all  letters.  Anthony  Vallier, 
#A011972,  P.O.  Box  7,  Deer  Lodge,  MT 
57922 


I  am  confined  at  the  Missouri  State 
Penitentiary,  and  would  like  to  meet  an 
acquaintance  whose  views  and  ideas 
are  as  liberal  as  my  own.  I'm  an  avid 
reader  of  GCN.  Very  interested  in  corre¬ 
sponding.  Moorish-American.  Maurice 
Johnson-Bey.  #38796,  P.O.  Box  900.  Jef¬ 
ferson  City,  MO  65102. 

I  find  GCN  very  enlightened.  I  am  a 
prisoner  at  the  Missouri  State  Peniten¬ 
tiary  and  would  like  to  correspond  with 
all  who  are  willing  to  write.  My  na¬ 
tionality  is  Moorish  American.  Cornell 
Jackson-EI,  #21177,  P.O  Box  900,  Jef¬ 
ferson  City.  MO  65102. 

Gay  male  wishes  there  is  somebody  out 
there  to  brighten  up  my  life,  and  maybe 
have  a  relationship.  I  am  in  Joseph  Harp 
Correctional  Center.  Ollie  Wineberger, 
#114680.  P.O.  Box  548,  Lexington.  OK 
73051-0548. 

I'm  looking  for  a  friend  to  write  to.  This 
means  very  much  to  me.  I  need  to  share 
myself  with  someone  else.  Ralph  E. 
Boykin,  150-071,  P.O  Box  45699,  Lucas¬ 
ville,  OH  45699. 

I  am  friendly,  courteous  and  compas¬ 
sionate  to  all  who  allow  it.  Write  me  to 
learn  that  this  is  true.  Richard  Joe  Kidd, 
Box  B72191  Folsom  Prison,  Represa, 
CA  95671 

Want  to  establish  a  sincere  relationship 
with  someone  out  there.  I  am  especially 
interested  in  older  gay  men.  George 
Parmer,  #10745,  P.O.  Box  28,  Pendleton, 
IN  46064. 

I  am  openly  gay,  though  somewhat  re¬ 
served  in  manner.  I  would  thoroughly 
enjoy  making  new  friends  through  cor¬ 
respondence.  Will  answer  each  and  ev¬ 
ery  letter.  Terry  D.  Stout  03595  064, 
F.C.I.  Star  Unit,  Fort  Worth,  TX  76119. 

I  came  up  with  a  letter  you  sent  my 
brother  in  the  struggle.  He  was  killed 
Aug.  5th  for  the  cause  of  gay  civil  rights 
and  of  stopping  gays  getting  raped  in 
prison.  I'm  on  lockup  myself,  but  what 
we  have  started  can  never  be  stopped. 
The  life  of  my  brother  has  let  gay  peo¬ 
ple  know  they  don't  have  to  take 
everything  just  because  they  are  gay 
and  in  prison.  I  sure  could  use  someone 
to  write  to.  I'm  a  guitarist  and  black  belt 
in  karate  and  love  to  swim  and  write 
long  letters.  David  Ewing,  15582,  Box 
41,  Michigan  City,  IN  46360. 
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Boston,  MA  —  Front  Runners  Boston,  gay  and 
lesbian  running  group.  Info:  825-0181. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  CLub.  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  events  and  general  info  #s 
for  outdoors  events:  general  tfs  John 
275-1336  and  864-0823:  volleyball  Dee 
266-2147;  swimming  227-5363;  basketball 
236- 191A 


weekly  events 


Sunday 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehosue  with 
entertainment.  Open  hoot  on  first  Sun.  of  the 
month.  Bring  talents  and  instruments.  355 
Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance).  Doors  open  at 
7:30pm  and  close  at  8pm.  $2. 

Boston, MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England.  Second  Sundays.  2pm.  Info: 
(617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 

Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking.  Women's 
programming  music,  ideas  and  announce¬ 
ments.  Call  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events 
and  comments.  (WMBR,  88.1  FM)  1-4pm. 
Boston,  MA  —  Boston's  Other  Voice.  Weekly 
discussions  of  problems  facing  the  les- 
bian/gay  community.  News,  interviews,  calen¬ 
dar,  music.  10:30pm.  WROR,  98.5FM 

Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group 
alternative  to  the  bars  on  Cape  Cod.  Second 
Sundays.  Info:  Box  1614,  Orleans,  MA  02653. 


Acton,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  Call  Joe  at  263-9607.  All 
are  invited. 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  First  Sunday  of  the  month.  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info:  (603) 
485-3144. 


Northern  VT/NH  —  League  of  Gays  (LOGS),  a 
gay  men's  support  group,  meets  on  the  first 
and  third  Sundays  for  business  meeting,  so¬ 
cializing  and  a  meal.  Info:  (802)633-4047  or 
626-3618.  or  wrtte:  Box  703,  St.  Johnsbury,  VT 
05819.  - -  - . 
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monday 


Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Com¬ 
mittee  meets  on  the  second  and  fourth  Mon¬ 
days  of  the  month  at  7:30pm.  128A  Tremont 
St.  (near  Park  St.  T  stop).  4th  floor.  New 
members  very  welcome!  Info:  731-6737  or 
262-4777. 


Watertown, MA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  month 
at  7:15pm  sharp.  During  July  and  August 
these  meetings  will  be  held  at  249  Watertown 
St.  (Rt.  16).  Info:  542-5188.  Mailing  address: 
PFOG,  40  Cogswell  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02140. 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 


Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 


Providence,  Rl  —  Lesbian/Gay  Raps  (MCC). 
5  Junction  St.  7:30pm.  Info-  272-9247  or 
751-3322. 
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Boston,  MA  —  Boston  I  ea  Party  2'/2  meets  at 
Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.  7pm.  To  organize  the 
response  of  the  community  to  the  loss  of  our 
liaison  to  the  mayor's  office.  All  interested 
.parties  welcome. 


Bridgewater,  MA  —  South  Shore  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Alliance  meets  every  Tuesday.  Info: 
583-8447. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq.) 
8pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883. 


Brattleboro.VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men's  Coalition  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground 
Restaurant,  25  Elliot  St,  7:30pm. 

Uxbridge,  MA  —  Support  and  Discussion 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Eves,  7:30pm.  Info: 


Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691 


Wednesday 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-in  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St.  (near  Auditorium  stop).  267-7573. 

Hyannis,  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  meets 
first  Wed  of  every  month.  7:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Orientation,  social 
meetings.  Warren  Women's  Center,  298  Main 
St.  Info:  771-6739. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  35  + 
women's  discussion  and  social  group  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave 
8pm.  Second  Wed.  and  last  Fri.  of  each 
month. 

Lynn,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly 
meeting.  Lynn  Community  Health  Center,  86 
Lafayette  Park.  7pm.  Info:  599-5928. 

Providence,  Rl  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 

Hampden  County, MA  —  Social/Support 
Group  for  Lesbians.  8pm.  Info.Debbie 
532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959. 

thursday  \v: 

Boston,  MA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS. 
COME  HELP  PROOFREAD  AND  LAYOUT 
NEXT  WEEK’S  PAPER!  NO  EXPERIENCE 
NECESSARY  (SO  TO  SPEAK).  PROOF¬ 
READING  BEGINS  6-ISH  AND  LAYOUT 
ABOUT  8:30.  REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD 
TIMES!  22  BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK  ST.) 
INFO:  226-4469 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Mass.  Gay  Political  Cau¬ 
cus  meets  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Thursdays  at 
7:30pm.  755  Boylston  St.  #215.  New  members 
welcome.  Info:  471-8404. 

Bridgewater,  MA  —  South  Shore  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Alliance.  Social/supper  every  other 
Thursday.  Info:  583-8447. 


Boston,  MA  —  The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Focus  of 
PAM  (People's  Antiwar  Mobilization)  meets 
every  Thurday  from  7-9pm  at  the  PAM  office  in 
the  Freedom  Center,  355  Boylston  St. 

Info:  424-1176. 


Boston, MA  —  North  American  Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA)  will  meet  every  2nd 
Thursday  of  the  month  at  Glad  Day  Book 
Shop,  22  Bromfield  St  (near  Park  St.  T  stop) 
8pm.  Info:542-0144 

Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 

People's  Alliance  is  now  forming.  Meetings 
on  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian 
Society,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413) 
586-5979. 

Worcester,  MA  —  "Straight  Talk  About  Gays", 
a  free  form  radio  show  with  news,  announce¬ 
ments,  music,  poetry,  in-depth  interviews  and 
raps.  8:15pm.  WCUW.  91.3FM. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay 
History  Project.  7:30pm.  Info:  426-7351. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 


Boston,  MA  —  NU  Lambda,  Northeastern’s 
social/supporl  group  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men  and  their  friends,  meets  every  Thursday 
at  266  Ell  Center.  7m. 
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BOSTON,  MA  —  WE  NEED  HELP  SENDING 
OUT  GCN  EVERY  FRIDAY  EVENING.  COME 
BY  FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  ANYTIME  AFTER  6 
AND  SHARE  ENERGY.  REFRESHMENTS 
AND  GOOD  TIMES!!!  WOMEN  AND  MEN 
WELCOME.  22  BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK 
ST .) 


Hartford, CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-ir 
center  for  gay  and  lesbian  teenagers.  7-9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center  (upstairs),  350  Farmington  Ave 
Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of  Sexua 
Minorities. 


Pittsfield,  MA  —  Lesbians  United  meetings. 
Info:  Women's  Services  Center,  499-2425. 


Concord,  NH  —  Central  NH  Men's  Suppoi 
Group.  Meets  every  Friday  eve  at  67  Thorndik 
St.  Info:  Joe  224-6931. 


coming  events 


nov  15  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  (WCAS,  740  AM, 
10-10:30am)  North  Star,  a  weekly  program 
about  Black  issues,  present  and  past,  high¬ 
lighting  the  culture  and  politics  of  people 
from  the  local  Black  and  minority  commun¬ 
ities.  Co-hosted  by  Carolyn  Ramsey  and  Julie 
Coles.  This  week:  Black  poet  Catherine 
Joseph. 

18  wed 

Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Women's  Center 
invites  all.  women  to  its  weekly  series  of  in¬ 
formal  discussions  concerning  our  shared 
experiences  as  women.  This  week's  topic: 
Racism.  At  the  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8pm. 
Info:  354-8807. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Angela  O'Cailaghan, 
singer/song  writer.  355  Boylston  St.  (at  Arling¬ 
ton  St;  chapel  entrance).  Wed.  eves  are  for 
women  only.  Doors  open  from  7:30-8pm  only. 
$3  admission. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Alliance  Against 
Sexual  Coercion  is  looking  to  train  volunteers 
to  work  with  women  who  have  been  sexually 
harassed.  Come  to  an  introductory  training 
session.  Redbook  (basement),  136  River  St. 
7:30pm.  Info:  547-1176. 

Boston,  MA  —  "Attica",  investigative  film  of 
1971  prison  uprising,  will  be  shown  at  Marsh 
Chapel,  BU.  7:30pm.  735  Comm  Ave. 

Info:  491-4694. 


19  thurs 


Boston,  MA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
PROOFREADING  AND  LAYOUT.  COME  HELF 
OUT.  REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD  TIMES 
SEE  THURSDAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 


Boston,  MA  —  The  Channel  will  host  a  benefit 
for  Boston  Clamshell  and  Anti-War  Organizing 
League.  Featured  bands  will  be  Boy's  Life, 
Angry  Young  Bees  and  the  M.I.A.'s.  25  Necco 
St.  8pm.  $4  50 


20  fri 

Boston,  MA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
SURE  COULD  USE  SOME  EXTRA  HANDS  TO 
HELP  SEND  OUT  THE  PAPER  TO  SUB¬ 
SCRIBERS.  REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD 
TIMES.  SEE  FRIDAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 
THANKS. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Am  Tikva  will  hold  a  con¬ 
sciousness-raising  workshop  on  racism  and 
what  we  can  do  to  combat  our  own  racism.  All 
are  welcome.  8-10:30pm.  312  Memorial  Drive. 
Sliding  scale  fee.  To  register  call  254-0907 
(eves). 

Boston,  MA  —  Sophie  Parker,  Tita  Werni- 
mont,  Pat  DeAngelis,  and  Marsha  Hiller  will 
perform  for  a  living  audience  at  the  Cauldron 
Experimental  Theater,  22  Randolph  (off  Harri¬ 
son  near  Dover  T  stop)  8pm.  Info:  876-8819. 
Boston,  MA  —  An  open  meeting  of  the 
National  Council  of  Teachers  of  English 
Committee  on  Concerns  of  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Males  will  be  held  from  10:30am  to  2:30pm  in 
the  Lenox  Room  of  the  Park  Plaza  Hotel,  near 
the  Arlington  St.  Green  Line  stop. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chasen  Gaver,  celebrated  gay 
male  "performance  poetry"  from  Wash  DC, 
and  Adrian  Oktenberg,  lesbian  poet  from  Syra¬ 


cuse,  will  perform  at  Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22 
Bromfield  st.  (near  Park  St.)  8pm.  $2  donation. 
All  are  welcome. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Pre-ski  sea¬ 
son  potluck  suppoer.  Info:  John  864-0823. 
Hartford,  CT  —  Somewhere  Coffeehouse  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men  presents  singer/song¬ 
writer  John  Calvi  of  Vermont.  350  Farmington 
Ave.  (across  from  Mark  Twain  House)  9pm. 
$1.50  donation. 

Worcester,  MA  —  Women's  Bookstore  pre¬ 
sents  a  women's  dance  with  The  Burgundies, 
at  the  VFW-South  Works  Post,  115  8allard  St. 
9pm.  Info:  791-5127. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with  en¬ 
tertainment.  Tonight:  Maxine  Perchuk,  folk- 
jazz.  355  Boylston  st.  (at  Arlington  St.)  Doors 
open  from  7:30-8pm  only.  $3.  Every  body  well 
come. 

Lynn,  MA  —  "King  of  Hearts"  will  be  per¬ 
formed  at  Lynn  Classical  Aud.,  33  N.  Common 
St.  Tonight  and  tomorrow,  8pm.  Info: 
884-7926. 

21  sat 

New  Haven,  CT  —  Dance,  sponsored  by  the 
Gay  Student  Ctr.  and  Yalesbians.  HGF  Com¬ 
mon  Rm.  9pm-1am.  $3.  Info:  (203)436-4527 
(8-10pm,  M-Sat). 

Cambridge,  MA  —  "Attica,"  investigative  film 
about  1971  prison  uprising,  will  be  shown  at 
595  Mass  Ave.  (3rd  f I.)  Central  Square.  7:30pm. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Women's  Coffeehouse  An 
evening  of  relaxed  entertainment  by  and  for 
women:  Donna  Kate  Rushin,  poetry;  Julia  Wil¬ 
lis,  standup  comedy;  Janet  Smeltz,  songwrit¬ 
er.  Good  food  and  non-alcoholic  beverages. 
Interp.  for  the  hearing  impaired.  8-11:30pm.  11 
Garden  St.  $3  donation  to  benefit  the  estab¬ 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the 


lishment  of  a  women's  coffeehouse.  Info 
666-0565. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Amethyst  Women’s  pot 
luck  dinner  and  Lesbo  game.  Incredible  priz 
es!  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass 
Ave.  Potluck  7:30;  Lesbo  8:30pm.  Childcart 
provided.  Bring  your  own  toys.  This  is  a  dru( 
and  alcohol-free  event  for  all  women. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with  en 
tertainment.  Tonight:  Sherry  Pedone,  origina 
folk  bluegrass.  355  Boylston  st.  (at  Arlingtor 
St.)  Admittance  from  7:30-8pm  only.  $3.  Every 
body  welcome. 

22  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Trot  For  the  Turkey  Rur 
(2.5  miles).  Fresh  Pond.  50*.  Drawing  for  frei 
turkey!  Info:  825-0181. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Annual  DOB  Thanksgivinj 
Day  Dinner.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church 
1151  Mass  Ave.  6pm.  Women  and  children 
Info:  661-3633  (Tues/Thurs  8-10pm). 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with  en 
tertainment.  Tonight:  Susan  Jacoby,  poetry 
355  Boylston  St.  (at  Arlington  St.)  Everybod' 
welcome.  Admittance  from  7:30-8pm  only.  $3 

23  mon 

Sostn,  MA  —  The  Boston  Lesbian  and  Ga1 
Pride  Committee  will  meet  at  7:30pm  at  thi 
BAGLY  office,  128A  Tremont  St.  (across  fron 
Park  St  T  stop)  to  discuss  plans  for  1982.  Info 
731-6737  or  262-4777.  Everybody  welcome! 
Somerville,  MA  —  Somerville  Women’s  Cen 
ter  Coffeehouse.  Pam  Weeks  will  be  readini 
poetry  tonight.  38  Union  Square 
7:30-10:30pm.  $2  donation.  Refreshments 
Info:  628-631 1 .  This  is  an  alcohol  and  drug  fret 
space  for  women. 

following  issue. 


